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CHAP. 1 


Gil Blas being diſguſted at the vicious Manners of: 
the Actreſſes, leaves Arſenia, one gets into a 
3 more ee ee 


Fg N Otwithfianding the —— corruption 
10 N * of manners which environed me on 
every (ide, I yet retained ſome ſmall 

DEL x degree of honour and religion, 2 722 
therefore determined to leave the ſervice of Ar 

© Vor. III. :. . ba, 


„ 
o 9 
oe 


2  Tuz HISTORY os 


ſenis, and have no more to do with Laura, 
thoygh ſhe fill pcſſefied a ſhare of my heart, 


in ſpiz-bt of ber flagtant infidelity. Bow'hap= 


py is the man who can thus profit by the cool 
moments of reflexion which interrupt the plea» 
ſures that toe much engroſs his attention! I 
| thereſore one morning at day-break packed up 
my cloaths, and without ſettling affairs with my 
miſtreſe, who owed. me little or nothing, and 


without bidding my dear Laura fatewel, I left 


the houſe, which was an uninterrupted ſcene of 
debauchery. No ſooner had I executed ſo no- 
'He a refolution than Heaven rewarded me for it; 
for chanting to meet with the ſteward of my 
late maſter Don Matthias, I ſaluted him, and 
he recolleCting my face, ſtopped and .enquired 
if I was'in any ſervice at preſent. I replied, 
that I had juſt come out of my place; that after 


having ſtaid about a month with Arſenia, of whoſe 


behaviour I was not very fond, I had now left 
her of my own accord, to preſerve my innocence. 
The {teward, like a man of a very tender .conſci- 
ence, applauded me for the ſtep I had taken, and 
told me, that ſince I was fo virtuous, he would uſe 
his utmoſt efforts to ſettle me advantageouſly, 
Hie fulfilled his promiſe, and a few bouts aſter- 


wards introduced me into the ſervice of Don 


Vincent de Guzman, with whoſe Reward. he Was 


intimately. acquainted, 
It was impoſſible for me to be Sheet in a bet- 


ter family, and therefore in the end had no cauſe. 
to complain for ſerving in it. My maſter was 


a very wealthy old nobleman, who bad lived ma- 
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ay years without. either . or «duds ; the 
phyſicians having carried her off this mortal ſtage 


by endeavouring to free her of a cough, which 


ſhe might ſtill have been troubled with, bad ſhe | 


not come under their hands. * Inſtead of court 


ing another ſpouſe, be cloſely applied himſelf to 


the education of Aurora his daughter, the only 


fruit of their marriage, who was then entering 


into her twenty-fixth year, and who might be 


juſtly called an accompliſhed lady; for, with no 
common thare of beauty, ſhe was very witty and 
ſenſible, having ſpared no trouble to cultivate ber 
natural geniuss Don Vincent, though he was 
no conjurer, had the happy talent. of managing 4 
his affairs with prudence He had one fault, 

which, however, is pardonable in an old man; 


he took great pleaſure in talking, and particular- 
ly of wars and bloodſhed. If any body unluckily 


touched upon this ſtring when he was preſent, he 
immediately put the heroical trumpet to bis 
mouth, and happy were the hearers, if they got 
off for the relation of three battles and two fieges. 
Having ſpent two-thirds of his life in the army, 
his memory was an inexhauſtible ſource of ex- 
ploits, which were not always beard with ſo much 
pleaſure as he related them. He was beſides 
very prolix, and ſtammered greatly, which made 
his-narrations very diſagreeable. But, taking 


him altogether, I never knew a nobleman of ſo 


fair a character. He had a great deal of Xquas 


er and was neither whimlical nor obſtinatez 


a qualification of which few people of quality 


are. e Though he was a good cecono» 
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miſt, yet he lived very genteelly. His domeſ- 
ticks conſiſted of ſeveral lacqueys, and three wo- 
men who attended upon Aurora. I ſoon per- 
ceived that Don Matthias's ſteward had procured 


me a good place, and therefore uſed all my en- 


deavouts to keep myſelf in it. I began firſt by 
. reconnoitring the ground; that is ſtudying the 
tempers of every individual in the family; then, 


regulating my conduct by the oblervations' 1 


made, I ſoon gained the elteem of my maſter, 
and the love of all my fellow-ſervants, 


1 had hardly lived a month with Don Vin- 


cent, when I imagined I perceived his daughter 
eliſtinguiſhed me from all the valets in the houſe. 
Whenever her eyes happened to fix upon me, I 


1emarked a kind of complaiſance in her coun- 
tenance, which I never ſaw when ſhe looked up 


on my tcllows. If I had not lived among fops and 
players, 1 ſhould never have taken it into my 
head, to think that Aurora had the ſmalleſt regard 


for me; but 1 was much ſpoiled among thoſe 


gentlemen, who make little difference betwixt a 


lady of the molt virtuous, and one of the moſt 
vicious character, If F may give credit to thoſe 
buffoons, ſaid I to myſelf, the women of quality 
have their whims as well as other people, and are 
ſometimes very beneficial, if a man does but 
know how to make a right uſe of them: and who 
can tell but my miſtieſs may be as capricious as 
het neighbours. No, no, added 1 immediately, 
ſhe is not of this kind, the is none of thoſe Met- 
falinas, who, forgetting their exalted birth, un- 
wee throw away their affections upon a dung- 
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hill, and diſhonour themfelves without bluſhing. 
She is rather one of theſe virtuous, though ten» 
der- hearted young ladies, who, ſatisfied with the” 
bounds preſcribed by honour to their inelinati- 
ons, do not ſeruple to entertain and inſpire a de- 
licate paſhon, which may amuſe tom without 
the leaſt danger. | | 
Such were my ri 45 8 vail 
I did not well know what to think of her -beha» 
viour. Whenever ſhe ſaw me, ſhe' ſmiled; and 
an expreſſion of joy was viſible in her counte= 
nance ; ſo that, without paſſing for a fool, any 
man might have been enſnared by ſuch fair ap- 
pearances as theſes. I could not reſiſt them a- 
ny longer, but concluded, that ſhe was my... 2 
much captivated with my merit, and began to 
teckon myſelf one of thoſe fortunate ſervants, 
whoſe lives are by love rendered agreeable and 
enſy. That I might appear in ſome. meaſure leſs 
unworthy of the favour which my good fortune: 
intended to procure me, I began to be nicer as 
bout my perfon than formerly; I ſpent all the 
money. [ had in linen, waſhes, and - efſences. 
My ficit employment in the morning was to dreſs 
and perfume myſelf, that I might not be in dif- 
babille, if I had occaſion ro appear before. my 
miſtreſs, With this and other airs which I af- 
ſumed, I flattere x that my een 
. approached. 
Among Aurora's woman. there was one call. 
ved Ortiz; who was pretty old, and had ſerved up- 
wards of twenty years in the family, nurſing te 
ng 1 and was ſtill in the capacity of a2 
| A 3 dauenna, 
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dvenna, though ſhe no longer performed. the 
odious part of that function; but on the contra- 
ry, inſtead of being a ſpy upon Aurora's actions, 
as formerly, her ſole bufineſs was now to con- 
ceal them, One evening dame Ortiz having 
found an opportunity of ſpeaking to me private · 
ly, whiſpered to me, that if I was wiſe and ſe- 
cret, I ſhould be in the garden at midnight, - 
| Where I ſhould be informed of things which 
would not be diſagreeable to me. I ſqueezed 
the duenna's hand, and told her, that ſhe might 
depend upon my appearance at that time; and 
we parted immediately, for fear of being ſurpri- 
zed. How tedious did the time ſeem from that 
inſtant to ſupper, though we ſupped very early, 
'and from ſupper to my maſter's going to bed ! 
v thing ſeemed to be done ten times ſlower 
thanit was wont; and to crown my chagrin, when 
Don Vincent retired' to his ehamber, inſtead of- 
thinking of ſleep, he began to fight over again all 
bis battles in Portugal, which had before ſtunned 
my ears an hundred times, But one thing 
which he had never told me before, reſerving it 
till that night, was the name of every particular 
- cfficer who had performed any wondrous atchive- 
ment, and he even recited their-exploits: How. 
impatient was I till he finiſhed: However, at 
laſt the larum ceaſed, and he went to bed: Ip- 


on which I flew to my little apartment, from 


whence there was a paſſage by a pair of back-ſtairs 
into the garden, and anointed my whole body 
with eſſence; I then put on a clean ſhirt, which 
I ſtrongly perfumed; and having negleQed 
15 Sb i | nocking. 
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avebing that might contribute to excite my TOO | 
treſs's affection, Peay I- went to the Place * | 


tengo 1 | ; 1 
Ortiz not being there when 7 arcibinls I-con- 


| cluded that ſhe had been tired with waiting, and 
was retired to her chamber, and that the long» 
1 began to win 


wiſhed for moment was paſt. 
Don Vincent at the devil for this, and as I was 


curſing his wars and campaigns, I heard the 

clock ſtrike ten. When I heard this, I imagin- 0 
ed that the clock was wrong, and could not per- 
ſuade myſelf that it was leſs than one o'clock; 
But I happened to be deceived on the right ſides 
for a full quarter of an hour after this, I heard be. 
another clock ſtrike ten again? Very well, ſaid 
I-to myſelf, ILhave now no more nor leſs "than |... 


two ſwinging hours to dance attendance, and 


they ſhall not complain of my punctuality. dos 
ſhall 1 emptoy my time till twelve? Iwill een 


take a turn in the garden, and Rudy the part 1 


am to play, which is a pretty new one to me, 


who am but a novice in the whims of women 


of quality; I know well enough bow to ct . 


with common wenches and actreſſes: you accoſt 
them with a-familiar air, and come to the point 
at once; but ladies of faſhion are not thus tobe 
dealt with. There, I-ſuppoſe, the gallant malt 
be complaiſanty polite, tender, and reſpectfuh, 


though not too timorous neither; inſtead of en- 
deavouring to haſten the violence of his tranſs 


ports, he mult patiently wait for the moment of | 
the fair one's weakneſs, 
This was my opinion of the matter, and in his 
| e | manner 
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manner did | determine to behave to Aurora“ 
I comforted myſelf as well as I was able with the 
thoughts of preſently ſeeing myſelf at the feet of 
that adorable object, and of ſaying a thouſand 
paſhonate things to her, I called to mind alt 
thoſe ſcraps of plays I had acquired when I was. 
amongſt the theatrical gentry z thinking they 
might be of ſervice to me, not doubting but I 
could apply them properly enough, and hoped to 
paſs for a wit, after the example of ſome players 
whom I knew; though all the wit I could boaſt 
of was a good memory. Abſorped in theſe re» 
Dexions, with which I was more agreeably en- 
tertained than with my maſter's warlike atchieve- 
ments, I heaid the clock ſtiike eleven. Upon 
this I took heart, and plunged again into my re- 
verie, ſometime: walking, and ſometimes fitting. 
in an arbour at the farther end of the garden. 
At length the long expected hour of twelve 
ſtruck, and in a few minutes Ortiz, as punctual, 
though not ſo impatient as myſelf, appeared. 
Signior Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, how long have you. 
been waiting here? Two hours, replied I. 
You were determined then, ſaid ſhe laughing, 
not to be behind hand: it is a pleaſure to have 
an aſſignation with you. And indeed, conti- 
nued the with a ſerious air, you can never pay 
too dear ſor the good fortune I bring you My 
miſtreſs is deſirous of talking with you in private: 
I ſhall ſay no more; you muſt bear the reſt from 
her own mouth Follow me, and you thall pre- 
ſently ſee her in her apartment. Upon which 
Ortiz took me by the hand, and conducted, me 


* p e 
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to her W a little private ts! of which * 
kept the ch | | . 7 n 
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* wie Manner Amon . Gu Blas, * 7 
what Converſation paſed between them, 


1 A forward i in the moſt reſpectful manner, : 


and ſaluted Aurora, who was in a dilhabitle. 


She received me with a ſmiling countenance, 
made me fit down near her, notwithRanding all 
my ſham excuſes, and told Ortiz to retite into 
the next room. Ibis introduction pleaſed! me 
valily, and ſhe thus addrefſed me: You: muſt 
certainly have perceived, Gil Blas, that I have 
beheld vou with a more favourable eye than any 
of my father“ domelticks;z yet even though 5 
have not obſerved my-rega'd for-you; this nie 
ſtep will fully convince you of it. 
> prevented ber from ſaying any more, by 
immediately jumping from my - ſeat, and in a 
tranſport throwing myſelf at her feet; thus act: 
ing the part of a man of gallantry, and exempt» 
ing her from the confuſion of a more formal 
explanation. Ah! madam, cried I, is at poſſi 
ble that: Gil Blas, bitherto the foot · ball of for- 
tune, and the outcalt cf creation, is ſo hap- ; 
py as to inſpire you with entiments— Speak 
lower, interrupted. Aurora ſmiling, you will a- 
wake wy maids, who are aſlzep in the next room. 
A 5. . Riſe, . 
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© Riſe, take your ſeat again, and hear me to the 
end without interruption. Yes, Gil Blas, re- 
ſumed ſhe with a grave countenance, I am your 
well-wiſher, and to give you a proof of my e- 

ſteem, I will intruſt you with a ſecret, vpon 

which depends the entire repoſe of my life. 1 
am in love with a handſome young gentleman, 
nobly deſcended, and very rich, called Don 
Lewis Pacheco: I have never yet ſpoken to him, 
though 1 have frequently ſeen him in public; I 
am even ignorant of his cha:2Qcr, and do not 
know but he may be a perſon of bad morals, 
This is what I want to know. and make choice 
of you for this purpoſe, being coufident I may 
intruſt you with the commiſſion. I hope you 
will acquit yourſelf with fuch addreſs and diſ- 
cretion, that I ſhall have no reaſon to complain 
for making you my confident. 

My miſtreſs now pauſed, to hear what reply I | 
had to make. I was at firſt a little confounded 
at being ſo diſagreeably undeceived, but I pre- 
ſently recollected myſelf, and having overcome 
the ſhame with which a piece of temerity that 
proves unſucceſsful is always a!t:nied, I ex- 
preſſed ſo much zeal for my lady? s intereſt, and 
ſo ardenily devoted myſelf to her fervice, that 
though ſhe might {till continue to think that 1 
bad flattered myſclt fo far as to think ſhe was in 
love with me, I at leaft convinced her that I 
knew how to make amends for my folly. I de- 
manded but two days to bring her a perfect ac- 
count of the character of Don Lewis. After 
ibis he called * Ortiz, who conducted me 
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back · into the garden, and left me chere; ſaying 
at parting, Good night, Gil Blas, you have given 
ſo noble a proof of your punQuality, that I need 


aſſignation. "24> 


| ſidered that this might be a profitable employ- 
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not recommend it to 1 de early at the next 


1 returned to my apartment not without Comps 
chagrin, to find my expectations baulked. Hows 
ever, I was wiſe enough to reflect that it was 
more ſuitable to my condition to be the confident 
rather than the lover of-my miſtreſs. I alſo con» 


ment for me, as the meſſengers of love are ge- 
nerally handſomely paid for their trouble; and 
therefore went to bed fully determined to exec» 


cute whatever Aurora ſhould entruſt to my care. 


As ſoon as 1 aroſe the next morning, I went 

ou: about this affair, and had no difficulty in diſ- 

covering the houſe of ſo famous a cavalier as 

Don Lewis. I- enquired into his character in 

the neighbourhood, but no one could fully in- 

form me of it. This made me renew my en- 

quiries the next day, when I proved more ſug» 

ceſsful. Aceidentally meeting a young man of 

my acquaintance, we ſtopt to chat a little. In 

the mean time a friend of his made up to us, . 

and told his comrade that Don Joſeph Pacheco;/; 

the father of Don Lewis, had juſt turned him 

from his ſervice, on ſuſpicion of having dtank a 

caſk of his wine. I ſeized this opportunity of 

fully informing myſelf of eveiy thing I wanted 

to know, and ſucceeded: ſo: well by the queltions 

1 afked, that I returned home very well pleaſed 

at my being —_—_ to keep. my word with" my 
„ | A 6. miſtreſs. 
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miſtreſs. The next night was the time I was to 
ſee her again, at the ſame hour, and in the ſame 
manner as before; but I did not ſuffer ſo much 

uncaſineſs that night, and was fo far from hear- 
ing my maſter's ſtories with impatience, that I 


myiclt introduced the ſubject of his campaigns. 


I waited for twelve with the utmoſt tranquillity, 
and 1 did not go into the garden till I heard it 

ſtrike by ſeveral clocks, void of eſſences and per- 
fumes, reſolving for the future to ſpare een 
that expence. 1 


I found the truſty Ortiz at the place of ren - 


dezvous, and the upbraided me in a fatirical 


manner ſor having ſlackened my diligence. I 


made no reply, but followed her to Aurora's 


chamber, who immediately at my entrance en- 
quired if I had got good intelligence of Don 


Lewis. Yes, madam, ſaid I, and I will in two 


words inform you of it. Know then, in the firſt 
place, that he will ſoon ſet out on his return to 


dalamanca, in order to finiſh his ſtudies. He 


is a cavalier of great honour and probity, and 
being a Caſtilian and a gentleman, he is not 
deſtit ute of valour. He is alſo very ſenſible and 
witty; and his behaviour is very engaging; but 
that Which you will perhaps diſlike the moſt of 
all you have yet heard is, that he is too much of 
the temper of moſt of our young noblemen, be- 
ing a great rake. Would you believe it? Young 
as he is, he bas already two actreſſes in keeping. 

How! Gil Blas, is that really poſſible? Are 
you ſure that your information is good? Ins 
deed, madam, replied 1, I do not in the leaſt _ 


| doubt it, bag told ſo by a ſervant,” who was 
turned away from bis father's ſervice this morn- 


ing; and ſervants are commonly pretty ingenue- | 


ous, when they. talk of their maſters» failings. - 
Beſides, he keep company with Don Alexo Se- 
giar, Don Antonio Centelles, and Don Fernan- 
do de Gamboa, and that alone' is a plain demons 


ſtration of bis lib=:tiniſme.. it is enough, Gil 
Blas, cried the ſighing; I. am determined on- 


the credit of your report to combat my unworthy. 
affection; which, though it has already taken 


root too deeply in my heart, I do nor-defpair / 


to tear it out. There, continued ſhe, ging 
me a ſmall} purſe well filled; take that tor. your 


trouble; have a care of diſclohng my ſecrets. 
and eee that 1 confide e in * ar 


ſecrecy. 


I told a that ſhe need not be in the leaſt 
unealy, upon that head, as I was the very Har- 


p: crates of faithful confidents. LUbus ſaying, 
I withdrew, impatient to view the contents of 
wy. purſe, which ambunted to twenty piſtoles.. 
It my miſtreſs pays me (o handſomely for deck 
unwelcome news, faid | to myſelf, what would 
ſhe not have given me, if | had brought her wel⸗ 
come tidings? and 1 began to repent that l had. 


not imitated the lawyers, who ſometimes con- 
| ceal the real matter of fact in their verbal pro- 
ceſſes. I was ſorry for having nipped i in the bud 
an intrigue that _ have been ſo advan« 
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tageous to me; but, houvers I had the cone 


had ſo toolithly put myſelf to in ebe and 
een 


* ( 
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The great Revolution that. happened in-the Fami- 
%% Don Vincent, and the ſtrange Projedt with” 
which Love inſpired. Aurora. 


or long: ot this mater. 
| fell ck. His diſeaſe was ſo violent, that 
had he even been younger we had reaſon to 


the two molt celebrated phyſicians of Madrid : 
were ſent tor. The name of the one was Dr. 
/ _ Andros, and of the other Dr. Cquetos; who ha- 
ving carefully examined the patient, agreed, that - 
the humours of his body were in a fermentation, . 
though in every thing clſe their opinions were 
different. We mult immcediarely, ſaid Andros, 
purge off the humours, though they be. crude, - 


it-were of flux and reflux, leſt they - ſettle upon 


maintained that they ought to wait till the hus 
E: moucs were concocted, before they ihould make 
I ule ot purgation. But your method, reſu ned 
43M the hilt, i» quite the revecte of that of the eing. 
wet pbyſic: ne : orders n in the besindige 


* * . 
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fort to find myſelf indemnified for the charge 1 


dread the iſſue. The moment he was ſeized, . 


while they continue in this violent agitation, as 


ſome noble part. On the other hand, Qquetos 
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of the moſt” violent fevers,” and ſays in expreſs - 
terms, that we ſhould not fail to purge ſpeedily, _ 
when the humours are in. the orgaſm; that is to 
ſay, in a ſtate of fermentation. Ay, there is 
your miſtake, replied Oquetos z ' Hipprerates - 
does not by the word orgaſm mean the fermen- 
tation, but the concoction of the humours, Our 
doctors now became paſſionate One quotes the 
Greek text, and intreduces all the authors whe - 
are of his opinion; the other, relying on a La- 
tin tranſlation, outbawis his ac verfary. Which 
of them vas in the right, my maſter was not a 
proper perſon to decide, but fixed upon him who - 
had ditpatched moſt patients; I mean the eldeſt 
of the two. Upon which Andros, who was the 
younger, marched off, but not without darting : 
ſeme ſevere reflections upon bis ſenior about his 
interpretation ef the word orgaſm. Oquetos, 
who came off viQtorious; acting agreeably to the 
prineiples of Ur. Sangrado, began his work by 
ordering my maſter to be copiouſly bled, defer» 
ring his cathartic till the humours were concocts 
ed but Death, Who | ſuppoſe was afraid the 
pufgatien lo wiſely delayed would rob him off 
h1- prey, prevented the concoction, and carried 
off Don Vincent. Such was the end of my 
matter, who periſhed becauſe his doctor was ig= 
norant of the Greek language. "HE 
Aurora having buried her father with all 1 ſuits 
able p mp, took poſfeſhon of his eſtate, and be · 


* 


ing now her own miſtreſs, ſhe turned off ſome 
£1 ber 1 rewarding them agrecable to 
der good Uletriecs, and retited to by feat ſhe ys 


t 
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on the banks of the Tagus, between Sacedon, 
and Buendia. I had the good fortune to be one 
of thoſe whom the retained, and who went into 
the country with her, where I-happily became a 
neceſſary perſon... Notwithſtanding: the faithful 
account I bad given her of Don Lewis, ſhe till> 
retained a paſſionate regard for him, or rather 


not having been able to overcome her paſſion, 


ſhe had given herſelf up intirely ro it, and be- 
ing no longer under a neceſſity of taking precau- 

tions to ſpeak with me in private; Gil Blas, ſaid 
ſhe. to me fighing, I cannot forget Don Lewis, 
no:withſtanding all my endeavours to expel him 
from my remembrance; he is ſtill preſent, not 
ſuch as you have deſcribed him to me, plunged 
in every ſpecies of debauchery,. but ſuch as I. 
could wiſh him to be, tender, amorous, and con- 
ſtaut. Thu» ſaying, ſhe began to ſhed ſome 
tears, which affected me ſo much, that. I could- 
ha:diy tetrain from weeping alſo, and 1 could 
not make my court to her beiter than by appears 

- IÞg concerned at her uncalinels. Ifee thou art- 
of a very tender ature, my friend, continued. 

The, after baving dried her beautiful eyes, and * 

am io well pleaſed with thy zeal, that Iam de- 
termined to reward it. I have now more need 

| than ever, dear Gil Blas, of your affiltance : 1 
will inform you of the defign I have formed, 
which you no doubt will think very capricious. 


Know then, that I intend to ſer out immetiately- 


jor Halamancas where 1 will dreſs mylch like 
cavalier, and, under the feigned name gt Not © 


5 


ene get acquainted with schee whoa To has F 5 


1 
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ip and confidence I will endeavour. to obtains 


Iwill frequently converſe with him about, Au- 


rora de Guzman, whoſe, colin, I will, pretend. to 
be. Perhaps he will defire to ſee her; and then 


my expeQation will be anſwered, 'We will have e 
will be Don Felix, in the other, Aurora, and 


picſenting myſelf to the eyes of Don Lewis, 
ſometimes in the habit of a man, and ſometimes 
in my own, I hope I may by degrees draw him 
into my ſnare, I muſt confeſs, added ſhe, 
this is an extravagant projet, but my paſhon- 
hurries me away, and the innocence of my 
intentions. g me 10. blind. to the danger L 


Tun. 


My opinion was eee W the fame 5. 
Aurora s, teſpecting the hazard of the enter» 


priſe: yet, however imprudent I thought it, E 
reſolved not to act the pedagogue, but. on the 


contrary began to gild the pill, and undertook to 


prove that this wild enterptiſe was no more than | 
2 piece of harmleſs wit 5 and could have no bad ä 


conſcquence. This conſtruction pleaſed my: 
miſtreſs vaſtly, for lovers like flattery even ig 
their molt extravagant fancies. We no longer 


| locked upon this affair in any other light than 
as a comedy, which we were to perform as well. 
as we poſſibly could. Having cholen our actors 
out of out own family, the parts were diſtributed 
without the leaſt clamour or quarrelling, not bee. 


ig yet proteſſed players, It was.refolved that 


Mee Oetiz ſhouid appear in the character of 
eee the name of Den Kae. 
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m de Guzman, attended by a man and a maid; 
and that Aurora, dreſſed like a cavalier, ſhould 
have me for her valet de chambre, and one of 
her maids diſguiſed/like- a page to wait upon her 
in private. The chatacters being thus regulat - 
ed, we returned to Madrid, where we heard Don 
Lewis ſtill was, but that he would ſoon ſet out 
for Salamanca: upon which we got our acting 


eloaths made with all imaginable ſpeed; When 
they were finiſhed, my miſtreſs cauied them to 
be conveniently packed up, until we ſhould find 
a proper time and place for putting them on. 


Then committing the care of ber houſe to her 


ſte ward, ſhe ſet out in al coach drawn by four 
mules, and took the road to the kingdom of Le- 


on, with all thoſe ſervants who bad parts to act 


in this comedy. 
We had already Ae Old Caſtile, id 


the axletree of the coach broke, between Avila 


and Villaflor, about three or four hundred paces 


from a caſtle, which we ſaw at the foot of a- 
mountain. Night approaching, we were great» 


ly at a-loſs what to do, when a peaſant happens 
ing to paſs by, rid us of our unealineſs, by tel» 


ling us, that the caſtle we ſaw belonged to Dons 


na Llvira, widow of Don Pedro de Pinarez, and 
he extolled her ſo much, that my miſtreſs ſent 
me-to the caſtle to beg a lodging for that night. 


Elvira did not belie the countryman's report, but 


received me with a very gracious air; and gave 


me the aniwer we defired. We went immedi 
ately to the caſtle, whither out own mile _ 


low Pace: dragged our ca 
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met Don Pedro's widow, who came out to re- 
ceive my miſtreſs. I ſhall paſs over the com- 
pliments they made each other on this occaſion, 
and only obſerve, that Elvira was a lady pretty, 
well advanced in years, but very polite, and . - 
knew how to do the devoirs of hoſpitality as well! ; 
as ever a woman in the world. She conducted - 
Aurora into a ſumptuous apartment, where leav» | 
ing her to take a little repoſe, ſhe came and em- 
ployed her attention on the moſt minute things 
that concerned us. Afterwards when ſupper 

was ready, ſhe ordered the cloth to be laid in 

A vurora's chamber, where they both ſat down to- 
gether at table. Von Pedro's widow was not one 
of thoſe who think they: perform the honours of a: 
table to admiration in affuming a grave and pen 

five air; ſhe was of a gay Gdiſpoſition,* and her 
conversation very. ſprigitly and agreeable, ex- 
preſfiug herſelf genteely and elegantly. I could 

not help admiring, her wit, and the delicate turn 

of her thoughts, which ſeemed to charm Aurora 

not leſs than myſelf. They conceived a friend- 
ſhip for each other and made a reciprocal promiſe 
to hold a correſpcndence by letters. Out coach 
could: not be r<fi:ted till the following day, and _ 
as we ſhould run ſome hazard by ſetting out late 
it was agteed we ſhould ſtay at the caſtle till tie 
day after. We the ſervants were in our turn 
ſerved with a profuſion. of victuals, and our beds 
were not worſe than our ſupper. _ 8 4 

My miſtreſs diſcovered new charms next day. 2 
i AElvira's converſation, who dined with her in 

1 n hall un ith {everal ſine pieces of 
l * 5 paintin g 
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painting, one of which was drawn in a very ma» 
ſterly manner, but it preſented a | moſt tragical 
ſcene to the view. A dead cavalier appeared 
lying on his back, alt weltering in his blood, 
but ſeemed ſtill to retain a haughty menacing 
air, even in death. Near him was a young lady 
in another attitude, ſtretched alſo upon the 
ground; a ſword was ſeen plunged in her bo- 
ſom, and ſhe was juſt giving up the ghoſt, fixing 
her dying eyes upon a young man, who ſeemed 
to be ſtung to the heart with grief for the loſs of 
her. The painter had alſo brought into his piece 
another figure, which did not paſs unobſerved; 
this was an old man of a good mien, who look- 
ed at the bloody ſcene that lay before him with 

as much couce en as the youth. One would have 
thought that theſe dreadful images ftruck them- 
both with the ſame ſorrow; but that each receiv» 
ed the impreſhon in a different manner. The 
old man was immerſed in a profound affliction, 
and ſeemed as if he were quite overwhelmed: 
with it, but there was a ſort of fury mixed with 
the grief of the young man, The painter had 
expreſſed the whole with ſuch dezente that we 
could have admired it for ever. Aurora alked- 
what ſtory. the picture repreſented; Madam, re- 
plied t£lvira, it is a true deſcription of the miſ- 
fortunes ot my family. This anſwer excited my 
miltreſs's curiolity, and ſhe exprefſed ſuch an ea- 
ger deſire to be tarther informed, that Don Pe- 5 
dro's widow could not help ſatisfying ber. This 
1 which was made in the Ta 2 
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kept us all four in the hall after dinner was ends 
ed. My miſtreſs would bave ſet, us out of the 
room, but Elvira ſeeing that we were deſirous 


of hearing an explanation of the pickure, was 
ſo kind as to bid us ſtay, telling: us chat the ſtory | 
ſhe was going to relate did not in the leaſt re- 


quire ſecrecy ; the therefore not long after thus 
began. a 0 3 N 


Maul died tei :e ue 


en r. , 
* he Og: out 7 Revenge. 
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A NOVEL. 


OGER King of Sicily had A veorker: — 


a ſiſter. Mainfroy (for ſo his brother was 


called, ) rebelled againſt him, and kindled a bloody =s 


war in the kingdom; but he had the misfortune 
to be defeated in two battles, and to fall into the 
king's hands, who contented himſelf with punith= 
ing his. rebellion by depriving him of bis liberty 


it not been for the pleaſure he expected to have 
in torturing him with a more flow and inhuman 
revenge. But all the reſt, with more grounds, 


Giter Mathilda. Phat princeſs had in- 


This clemency only got Roger the name of a 
barbarous tyrant among one part of his ſuhjects, 
who ſaid he would have killed his brother, had 


2 "I barſh treatment he ſuffered in priſon 


2 n bated. THE. Prince, and conitantly 
1 "I a : | n | 
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perſecuted him as long as he lived: but che died 


ſoon after, and ber death was looked upon as a 
juſt puniſhment for her barbarity. 

The Prince leaving two infant ſons behind 
him, Roger wiſhed to get rid of them; leſt 
when they were arrived at years of maturity, 
the defire of revenging their father ſhould ex- 


cite them to revive a faction, which was not ſo 


uiterly depteſſed, but that it might occaſion, the 
Gate new troubles. He told his prime miniſter, 
Leontio Siffredi, of his deſign, who, to diſſuade 
him from it, did hi:nſelf undertake the educa- 


tion of the eldeſt, called Prince fHenriquez, and 
adviſed him to truſt the youngeſt, Don Pedro, 


to the care of the conſtable of Sicily. The king, 

perſuaded that his nephews would be brought up 
by theſe men in that ſubmiſhon and duty ah. 
they owed him, intruſted them to their care, and 
took upon himſelf the guardianſhip of his niece 


_ Conſtantia, of the ſame age as tenriquez, and 


only daughter of the princeſs Mathilda. He al- 


lowed her women to attend her, and maſters to 


inſtruct her, ſparing nothing to render her ac- 
compliſhed and amiable, 


At Belmont, two ſhort leagues from Pidetins; 
ſtood the caſtle of Leontio Siffredi; and there 
that miniſter employed himſeli in rendering Hen- 
rique z worthy ot one day reigning in Sicily. 
He ſoon obſerved ſuch amiable qualities in that 
Prince, that he applied as cloſely to the cultiva- 
tion 0! them, as if he himſelf had had no childs 
ren. Yet he was bleſſed with two daughrete 
the eldeſt; called ene, . was zaun . Lb. 


„el 
year than prince Henriquez, was perfectly beau- 


tiful ; the other, named Portia, whoſe. birth oc- 
Pa aan the death of. ber mother, was yet but in 


the cradle. Siffredi*seldeft daughterand the-young 
Prince, as. ſoon as they were capable of love, en- 


tertained a mutual paſſion, though they were 


not permitted to converſe together in private. 


Henriquez, however, did not fail to find oppor- 
tunities ſometimes, and knew ſo well how to 
make the beſt of theſe precious moments, that he 
Prevailed upon Blanch to allow him to execute 
a project be had formed. Juſt about this time 
it happened that Leontio was ſent by the King 
into one of the moſt remote provinces ofthe iſland. 


During his ablence Henriquez had an opening 
made'in.the wall ofhis apartment, that was contigu=' 
ous to Blanch's chamber, ſupplying. it with a 


MNiding partition of wood, ſo that no eye could 
diſcover the artifice. - A very able architect, 
whom the Prince had made his friend, did the 
work with the utmoſt ſecrecy and expedition. 

The amorous Henriquez got often into his 


he did not abuſe his.goodneſs; for though ſhe 
was lo imprudent as to allow him the private en- 
trance into her apartment, ſhe. did it however 
upon the aſſurance tar he would never aſk ang 


night he found her very uneaſy. She had 
heard that the King was extremely ill, and had 
| ſent for ber father, as high-chancellor of the 
kingdbm, to intruſt him with his laſt will. She 
De. ata to herſelf her dear klentiquez 
upon 


miſtreſs? s chamber by means of this paſſage, but 


thing her innocence could not grant. One 
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vpon the throne, and fearing ſhe ſhould be bes 
reft of him when in ſo exalted a ſtation; was 
zunder*the utmoR anxiety ; and when he appeared, 
ber eyes were drowned in tears. Good Gods! 
Madam, what is the matter? Wherefore do you 
weep ? ſaid he to her. My Lord, ſaid Blanch, 
IJ cannet conceal my alarm; the King your un- 
cle will ſoon be no more, and you are to ſucceed 
him When I conſider how far your new great» 
neſs will ſet you above me, I own it gives me 
Tome uneaſineſs. A monarch ſees things with 
-other eyes than a Jover, and that which was his 
utmoſt ambition, when he was a fubject, affects 
him but ſlightly, when on a throne. Whether 
it be an unhappy preſage, or reaſon only, that 
inſpires me, I feel my ſoul agitated with emotions 
that all my confidence in your goodneſs cannot aſ. 
ſuage; and though I dare not doubt your gene- 
roſity, I cannot help diſtruſting my own deſtiny, 
Adorable Blanch, anſwered Henriquez, your 
fears are very obliging, and juſtify the love I 
bear you: but the exceſs of your doubts injures 
my love, and if I may be fo bold as to ſay it, e- 
ven the eſteem you owe me. No, no, think not 
that my deſtiny and yours can ever be ſeparated. 
Believe rather that you ſhall for ever be my only 
joy and happineſs. Lay aſide your fear therefore, 
and let it vot diſturb ſuch gentle moments. Ab! 
my Lord, anſwered Blanch, as ſoon as you are 
crowned, your ſubjects will perhaps demand for 
your queen a princeſs deicended from a long race 
of kings, whoſe ſplendid nuptials may add new 
kingdoms to your own; vun erte ** _ * 


V 


* 1 g ' N ” 
* 14 ) Y £ 
a4 1 4 
993 = 4 
£37 — 
| 6 kt 4 r . . 881 IR 
b oy FF % * 2 5 


will anſwer their expectations, even at the ex- 


pence of your own defiress Why do you tor- 


ment your{elf fo, replied the Prince with ſome 
warmth, by looking into fututity for an afflitting 
thought? Should Heaven take back the king my 
uncle to itſelf, and make me maſter of Sicily, I 
here ſwear to you that I will give you my hand 
in Palermo in preſence of my whole court, and 
I invoke whatever is held molt ſacred to be wit- 
neſs of my oath. 


Theſe proteſtations of Henriquez made Blanch 


chear up, and the reſt of their diſcourſe was a- 
| bout King Roger's illneſs. The Prince in this 
| ſhewed the goodneſs of his heart, He. demi 
his uncle's fate, though he had ſo little cauſe to 


| be ſorry at it, and the force of blood made him 
; bewail a prince, by whoſe death he ſhould ac- 
: quire a crown, But Blanch did not yet know 
s all the misfortunes that threatened her. Phe 
J Conſtable of Sicily having met her coming out 
C of Siffredi's apartment one day when he was at 
| © the caſtle about ſome important affairs, was cap- 


> 2 tivated with her beauty, and next day aſked her 


in marriage of her father, who, gave his conſent 
but the king's diſtemper intervening, the marrie 
age was deferred, and Blanch was'ignorant of 
every thing that had been done with regard to 
her. | | e RR 

One morning, juſt/as Henriquez had done 
dreſſing, he was amazed to ſee Siffredi, followed 
by Blanch, enter his chamber. My Lord, faid 
eie, the news I bring will I believe afflict 
pos, but the conſolation with which they are at- 
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tended ought to moderate your grief, The King 
your uncle is no more; but his death has ren- 
dered you ſovereign of his kingdom, The gran» 
dees of Sicily, Who wait your commands at Pa- 
lermo, have omiſſioned me to receive them from 
your own mouth; and I am come, my Lord, 
with my daughter, to offer you the earlieſt and 
moſt ſincere homage which is due from your 
new ſubjects. Henriquez, who knew that Ro- 
ger had for about two months laboured under a 
fit of illneſs which gradually conſumed him, was 
not at all ſurprized at this intelligence. Never- 
theleſs, being ſtruck with the ſudden change of 
his condition, be found a thouſand confuſed e- 
motions riſing within his breaſt, Having re- 
mained {ſome time thoughtful, he broke ſilence, 
and thus addreſſed Leontio: Sage Siffredi, I have 
always regarded you as my father. It ſhall be 
my glory to conduct myſelf by your counſel, and 
you ſhall in effect be King of Sicily more than 
myſelf. Thus ſaying, he went to a table, upon 
which was a ſtandiſh, and taking a ſheet of pa- 
per, wrote his name at the bottom. My Lord, 
What do you mean by that? faid Siffredi. To 
give you a proof of my eltcem and gratitude, re- 
plied Henriquez, giving the paper to Blanch, 
end ſaying, Receive, Madam, this pledge of my 
fairb, and cf the empire over my inclinations, 
which I row yield to you. Blanch took it with 
a bluth; and made the Prince this anſwer: My 
i ord, I reccive with 1cfpeEt the favours fem 
King, but 1 depend upon a father, and therefore 
hope your Majeſty will allow meuordeps | 
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paper in his hands, that he may wake — uſe 
of it he thinks proper. . 
Thus » faying, the gave the Cubſeription of 
Henrique z to her father, who then obſerved . 
what till that moment had eſcaped his penetrati- 
le found how the Prince's ſentiments lay, 
and therefore ſaid to him, Your Majeſty. ſhatt 
have no cauſe to blame me, I will not abuſe the 
confidence you- —— My dear Siffredi, interrupt- 
ed Henriquez, you can never abuſe it. What- 
ever uſe you shall make of that paper, I ſhall ap- 
prove of it. But go, added he, return to Paler- 
mo, order the preparations to be made for my 
coronation and tell my ſubjects that L will fol- 


low you immediately, to receive their oaths f 


allegiance, and aſſure them of my affection. I be 
miniſter obeyed the orders of his new maſter, 
and departed with Blanch for Palermo. 

Not long aſter the Prince too left Belmont, 
his thoughts more engroſſed by his love than by 
the throne of which he was going to take poſſeſ- 
ſion. Upon his entry-into the City, he was ſa- 
juted with univerſal ſhouts of joy, and amidſt 
the acclamations of the people entered the palace, 
where every thing was ready prepared for the ce. 
remony. He there found the Princeſs Conſtan- 
tia in deep mourning, and, to all appearance, ve- 
ry much grieved for the late King's death. As 
they owed each other a reciprocal compliment of 
2 "won . Ent. race borh, A As 
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between thick families; could not hate the Princes 
He placed himſelf on the throne, and the Prin- 
ceſs fat on his right hand in an elbow- chair not 
quite ſo high. The grandees of the kingdom 
took their places each according to his rabk, 
'The ceremony began, and Siffredi, as high chan» 
cellor and keeper of the late king's willy” opened 
and read it through with an audible voice. The 
ſubſtance of this deed was, That Roger ſeeing 
himſelf without iſſue, named the eldeſt {on of 
Mainfroy for his fucceffor, on condition that he 
married 'Conftantia, which 1f he refuſed to per- 
form, he ſhould be ſet aſide, and the infant Don 
Pedro ſhould aſcend the throne ww the ſame 
conditions. 

I beſe words very much ſurprized Henriquezz 
the reitriction gave him incredible uneaſineſs, 
which became ſtill more violent, when Leontio, 
aſter having read the will, ſaid aloud to the 
whole ated My Lords, having informed our 
new monarch of the late worthy King's pleaſure, 
this generous Prince conſents to honour his 
couſin the Princeſs Conſtantia with his hand, 
At theſe words itjenriqu:-z interrupted the chan» 


cellor, ſaying, Leontio, the writing which Blanch. 


My Lord, replied Siffredi with precipitas 
tion, preventing the King from proceeding, here 
it is. Lhe grandces of the realm, added he, 
ſhewing tne ncte to the whole aſſembly, will here 
fee, y your Majetty's auguſt hgoature, chews 
ſteem vou have for the Princeſs, and the- ele. 
rence yon pay tothe lift Will ot the dec d 
King TOs uncle. 1 wid. * rw ad 


— 


. 


| the deed with which he himſelf had filled the pa- 
per, - containing the moſt ſolemu engagement to 
marry Conſtantia, conformable to Roger's inten- 
tion. The hall reſounded with ſhquis- of joy, all 
the people crying, Long lire our noble King 
Henriquez. As nobody was ignorant of the aver- 
Gon which, the Prince had always ſbewn for the 
Princeſs, it was feared, not without reaſon, that he 
would oppoſe the condition of the will, and ſo-raile 
commotions in the nation. Bur the reading of 
this paper: quite diſpelled all feats. from the. 
minds of the nobles and people, and cauſed thoſe _ 
general acclamations, which, in ſecret, very? much. . 
tormented the king. | or Al 
Conſtantia, who, both on account of her glory 55 
and love, was more concerned in this joy than | 
any body elſe, choſe this time to aſſure. Henri» 
quez of her gratitude; But he, notwithſtanding. 
his utmoſt efforts, could not help receiving her 
compliment with uneaſineſs, and was in ſuch 
diſorder, that he could not ſo much as anſwer, 
No longer able to conceal his paſſion, he drew- 
near to Siffredi, whom the duty of his office ob» 
liged to be pretty nest his perſon, and ſaid to 
bim in a low voice, What have jou done, Le- 
ontio ? It was not for this purpoſe that I gave 
the ſubſcription. to your daughter, You betcay. 
——Confider-yaur: own glory, Sir, interrupted: 
_Siffie di in.arefolute tone; you loſe the crown of 
_ Sigily, if zou refuſe do obey the will of the King: 
your uncle. cer ſpeaking thus, he went away- 
a 2 from e Hentiquez, d avoid a reply. The 
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himſelf racked with a thouſand contrary emotions. 
He was enraged at Leontioz he could not re- 
ſolve to abandon Blanch; but, divided between 
bis honour and his love, he ſtood ſome time in 
| ſuſpence what refolution' to purſue, However, 
at laſt he came to a final determination, and 
thought he had found a way to preſerve Siffredi's 
daughter, without renouncing the.throne. He 
feigned ſubmiſhon to Roger's will, intending, 
whilſt a diſpenſation for his marriage with his 
coufin ſhould be ſoliciting at Rome, to win over 
the nobles of the realm by his bounty, and eſta- 
bliſh his power ſo firongly, as to be in a condi- 
tion abſolutely to refuſe to fulfil the conditions 
that were impoſed upon him. 

No ſooner had this deſign come into bis head, 
than he became more ſerene, and turning” to 
Conſtantia, confirmed what the high-chancellor 
had read before the whole aſſembly. But in the 
very moment when he betrayed his own 
thoughts ſo far as to plight his froth | to her, 
Blanch entered the hall. She came thitber, by 
her father's command, to pay her reſpects to the 
Princeſs, and the firſt thing that ſtruck her ears 
was Henriquez's tongue promifing Conitantia 
his hand. Beſides, Leontio, that ſhe might not 
doubt her misfortune, ſaid, while be preſented 
ber to Conſtantia, Daughter, pay homage to your 
Queen, Wiſh her all the delights of a flou- 
rithing reign and a happy marriage. be un⸗ 
happy Blanch was unable "to bear this dreadtul- 
ſtroke ; in vain ſhe endeavouredito hie ger ens ” 


cern. dhe blulheg' ang) — one e 


'6 14 3'L Ales 
and her hats body trembled. Nevertheleſs, 


the Princeſs did not ſuſpect any thing.. She at- 


tributed the diſorder in which {he paid her com- 


pliments, to the -perplexity of a young perſon. 


educated in adeſert, and unhackneyed inthe ways 
"of a court. Ir was not ſo with Henriquez The 
fight of Blanch abaſhed him; and the deſpair 
which he ſaw in her eyes put him beſide him» 
ſelf He did not doubt, that, judging by ap- 


pearances, ſhe concluded him faithleſs. He 


would have been leſs uneaſy, could he have 
found an oppo: tunity to ſpeak to her; but how 
could he do that, when all Sicily had their eyes 
fixed upon him ?, Beſides, the hard-hearted Le- 


ontio deprived bim of that. hope; for reading 
the thouzhts of theſe two-lovers in their looks, 


and defirons to prevent the miſchiefs which the 
violence of their paſſion might create in the ſtates. 
he had the cunning to take his daughter out of 
the aſſembly, and carry ber with him to Belmont, 


in a reſolution, for more reaſons than one, to 


have het married as ſoon as poſſible. 

As ſoon as they arrived, he acquainted her 
with all the horror of her fate, by declaring, that he 
had promiſed her to the Conſtable, Goud Gods! 
cried Blanch-in a tranſport of grief, which her 
father's preſence could: not repreſs, to what un» 
known milery, do you: referve the unhappy 
Blanch? 80 violent was her tranſport, that all 


the faculties of her ſoul were ſuſpended. She 


Was ſeized with an univerſal chilneſs, and bes» 


coming as pale as death, the dropped down in 


© r dug in her father's arms: pe Was moved 


— 


with 
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with her condition; yet, though he ſhared her 


which Siffredi ſprinkled on her face; and per- 
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2ffliction with all the affection of a parent, he 
ſtuck firm to his firſt reſolution. Blanch at 
at length recovered her ſpirits, more by means 
of the poignancy of her grief, than by the water 


ceiving, while ſhe opened her eyes in, a lan» 
guiſhing manner, his care to aſſiſt her, My Lord, 
ſaid ſhe, with a feeble voice, mterrupted with 
fighs, I am aſhamed that you have feen my 
weakneſs; but death, which muſt ſoon put a 
final period to my woes, will deliver you of an 
unhappy daughter, who has dared to diſpoſe of 
her heart without your conſen's No, my dear 
Bianch, replicd Leontio, there is no fear of 
your dying; virtue will again reaſſume her em- 
Pire in your breaſt. The Conſtable's alliance 


is an honour to you; he is the moſt conſider- 


able match in the kingdom. —I eſteem his per- 
fon and his merit, interrupted Blanch ; but the 
King had given me hopes — Daughter, faid 
Siffredi, cutting her ſhort in his turn, I know 
as much of that matter as you can tell me. I am 
not ignorant of your tenderneſs for that prince, 
nor ſhould J diſapprove of it in other conjunc- 
tures. You ſhould even fee me eager to procure. 
you Hentiquez for a huſband, if the intereſt of 
his glory, and that ot the nation, did not oblige 


him to marry Conſtantia. It is on that conditi- 


on only, that the late king delgned him for his a 
ſucceſio: z and would en hae him perfer-you 


to the crown of Sicily Believe me, 1 iympas 
thize with pug in the eruel firoke 208, jullees.... - 
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but fince there is ug refiiting our deſtiny, r:. 


would have you make one generous effort. 
W hat a ftain would it be to your glory, to let 
the whole kingdom know the vain hope wich 
which you flattered yourfelf } Your paſſion for 
the King may raiſe reports to your ditadvantage; 


and the only way to hinder it, is to mariy the 


Canſtable. In thort, Blanch, this is no time 


to] deliberate. The King gives you up tor a 


throne, and marries Conſtantia. » The Conſtable 
bas my promiſe, which I beg you will perform; 
and if «© muſt uſe my: eufaor ity to bring. you to 
this reſolution, I comaffd you to do it. 

Thus ſaying, he left her to refl=& upon what 
he had ſaid, hoping, that after the had maturely / 
conlidered the arguments he had made uſe of to 
help her virtue to get the better ot her paſſion, 
ſhe would of. herſelf. reſolve to give her haid to 
the Conſtable. In this he was not deceived: but 
what pangs did it coſt the unhappy Blanch be⸗ 


K 


fore the came to that reſolution! One was 


in a condition that would have affected the 
hardeſt heart. Grief for ſeeing her fears of Hen- 
riquez's infidelity tu ned into certainty, and for - 
being conſtrained, in loſing him, to give her- 
ſeit away to another, whom ihe could not lote, 
cauſcd in her heart ſuch violent tranſports of 
grief, that every. moment was attended with new 
torments, It. my miſery is certain,  eried ſhe, 
how cau I ieſiſt it without dying ? Cruel deſtiny! 
why was Lied with: ſuch ſoothing hopes, When. 
 Ivas doomed to ſuck/an-abyis of miſery ! And 
thou, per adious. lover! how. Gareſt- chou . 
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thy hand to abet when thou badſt promifed 


me eternal fidelity? Haſt thou ſo foon forgot 


the faith which thou hadſt ſworn to me? Bur, 
as a puniſhment for thy having ſo cruelly deceiv- 
ed me, grant, heaven, that the conjugal bed 
which thou art about to ſtain with thy treachery 
may give thee nothing but remorſe inſtead of 
pleaſure! May the embraces of Conſtantia con- 
vey poiſon to thy falle heart! And may thy 


marriage become as horrible as mine! Yes, 


traitor! I will marry the Conſtable, whom 1 
cannot love, to be revenged upon myſelf, and 
puniſh me for having choſen thee for the object 
of my fooliſh love. Since my religion forbids 


me to lay violent hands upon myſelf, the re- 


mainder of my days ſhall be but yy unhappy 
ſeries of miſery and woe. If thou ſtill prefer» 


_ veſt any tenderneſs for me, thou wilt be mor- 


tified at ſeeing me throw myſelt into the arms 
of another; and if thou halt quite forgot me, Si- 
cily may at leaſt boaſt that the has produced one 
woman, who puniſhed herſelf for having too 


careleisly diſpoſed of her heart. 


In this manner did this unhappy victim of 
love and duty ſpend the night that preceded her 


marriage with the Conſtable. Siffredi finding 


the next day, refolved to obey his commands, 
made haſte to take the advantage of that tavours 


able diſpoſition, He ſent ſor the Sonſtable o 


Belmont that very day, and married him pri- 


vately to his daughter, in the chapeloFine . 


What a day was this to Blaneb® She was not 
only oblighy to renounce 3 a | Crown, - to loſe, for 
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ever, 4 i a FE loved, and beſtow. her- 


ſelf upon the object of her hatred, but alſo to 


diſſemble her ſentiments before a huſband Who 


was naturally j-al»us, and who was paſlionately: 


fond of her The Conſtable, delighted with 
the poſſeſſion of what he held moſt dear, was 


| continually. in ber company, and did not ſo 
much as give her the ſad conſolation of bewail⸗ 
ing ber misfortunes in ſecret. At the approach” 


of night, Blanch felt her affliction redoubled; 


but what were her pangs when her women, 
having undrefled her, left her alone with the 
Conſtable ! He kindly aſked her what was the 


cauſe of that orrow with which ſhe ſeemed to 


be depreſſed? Leontio's daughter, perplexed by 
this queition, feigned herſelf indiſpoſed- The 1 
Conſtable at fitſt believed her, but he ſoon had 
other thoughts: tor, as he was really concerned 


at the condition in which he ſaw ber, and preſ- 


ſed her to go to bed, his intreaties, which ihe” 
miſiuterpteted, preſented to her mind ſuch a- 


dilt: acting. image, that, not being able t&- con- 
tain herſelf any longer, ſhe gave free vent to 


her ſighs and tears. What a fight was this for 


a2 man who imagined himſelf at the very ſummit 
ot his wishes! He no longer doubted. but hie 
witc's afflickion concealed. ſome fatal ſecrets 


Neverthelcis, though his thoughts reduced him 


_ almoſt to as: deplorable- a fituation as that of 


Baan. he had tuch command of himſelf, that 


he concealed his ſuſpicions. He redoubled his 


athduities, and preticd her more and more to go 
| 5 in hers thas d bs 24 not intert RE 
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the repoſe which ſhe ſeemed ſo much to want. 
He even offered to call her woman to her, if 

ſhe thought that their aſſiſtance would alleviate 
ber illneſs.  Blanch, 'encouraged by this pro- 
miſe, told him, that her preſent weakneſs only 
required a little ſleep. He pretended to believe 
ber. They both went to bed togetber, and 
ſpent the night very differently from what two 
lovers that are joined in affection, * well as 
marriage, are wont to do, | RE f 

While Blanch indulged her grief, the Con- 

ſtable was ſtudying what could be the cauſe of 
bis marriage being rendered fo unhappy. He 
eaſily concluded, that he had a rival; but was 
bewildered in his own imagination, when he en- 
deavoured to gueſs who it ſhould be; and the 
fole reſult of his conjectures was, that he was 
of all mankind the muſt miſerable. He ſpent 
two-thirds of the night in theſe agitations, when 
his ears were ſtruck with a hollow noiſe; and 
he was not a little ſurpriſed to hear ſomebody. 
tread flowliy along the room, He believed him- 
ſell miſtaken; ſor he remembered that he him- 
ſelſ had locked the door, after his wife's women 
were gone. He drew the curtain, that his eyes 
might be witneſs of the cauſe of the noiſe he 
bead; but the light, which had been left in the 
chimney, was gone out. In a little time, he 
heard the name of Blanch repeated ſeveral times; oy 
in a feeble and languiſhing tene. Then his jealous hs 


ſuipicions were inflamed to fury; ; and his ho- "Ih 1 


nour obliging him to riſe, in ogg N 
an injury, or be ie fox bed, he p08. RM 
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ſword, and moved towards that de whence the 
voice ſeemed to come, He found a naked N 
ſword claſh with his own. He advanced; the 


other retired ; he purſued, and the other Vas 
nithed from his purſuit. In vain did he ſcarch 
for him, who ſeemed to fly, in every corner of - 
the room, as well as he could in the dark; but 
he could not find him. He ſtood ſtill: he lift- 
ened a while, but could hear nothing. What 
an encbantment was here! He went to the door, 
which he imagined bad favoured the flight of 
the ſecret enemy of his honour, but he found it 


faſt locked as before, Not knowing what to 


make of all this, he cali;4 ſome of his ſervants 
who lay neareſt him, and as he opened the door / 


for that purpoſe, he ſtood in the midit of it up- ö 
on his guard, for fear the perſon he fought ior 
ſhould 7 him. dome of the ſervants heat- 


ing his repeated Gries, came running with can- 
dles in their hands; upon which he took a light, 
and made a new ſearch in the chamber, ſword 
in hand; but he could find nobody, nor the 
leaſt mark of any perfon's having been there. 
He did not even peiceive the private coor, nor 


the opening, through which there was a paſſage. 
Yet he was well affured, that his ears had not : 
been deceived, He {tilt remained in a ttrange 


confuſion ot thoughts, Lo have recourſe to 
2 would have been in vain, the was too 
meh concerned in the truth for him to expect 


_an explanation from her. He therefore chuie 5 


tatber to . to Leontio, atter 


daring 8 5 ds 3 l them that 


1 


A. 


he thought he bad heard a noiſe in the chamber, 
but found he was deceived. He met bi fatbe -in. 
law coming out of his apartment at the buſtle he had 
heard, and recounted to him what had happened, 
with all the griefand diſorder that can be imagined, 
diffredi was amazed at what he heard, * 
though he did not think ſuch an accident natu- 
ral, he, nevertheleſs, believed; and judging the 
King's love to be capable of any thing, be was 
very uneaſy at it. But, far from flattering the 
Jealous ſuſpicions of his ſon- in-law, be repre» 
ſented to him, with an air of aſſurance, that the 
voice he imagined he had heard, and the ſword 
that was oppoſed to His, could be nothing but 
the phantoms of an imagination diliu-bed by. 
jealouſy; for-it was impoſſible any body ſhould 
have been in his daughter's chamber; that with. 
regard to the melancholy which he had obſerved. 
in his wife, it might be. cauſed by ſome little 
indiſpoſition; that change of condition to one- 
who bad always lived a retired life, and-ſees her- 
ſelf on a ſudden delivered to a man whom ſhe 
had not had time to know, and to love, might 
be the cauſe of theſe tears, ſighs, and that af - 
fliction, of which he complained; that love 
was not to be kindled in the heart of maidens. 
ol a noble birth by any other means than time 
and aſhduity; that he would have ham calm bis 
uneaſineſs, and redouble his tenderneſs.and cee 
in older io make Blanch become more enges 
of his merit; and/intreated him therefore tore 
tuen to her, and believe that his uncalineſs, and 


icon were : io done co, o bis e FE a 
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4 The Conſtable Wade no reply to theſe remon- 
r 


ances and either did indeed begin to imagine, 
that he might have been impoſed upon by the 
diſorder of his mind, or elſe thought it better to gifs 
ſemble, than vainly to endeavour to convince the 
old man of an event ſo void of all probability. He 
returned to his wife's apartment, lay down again 


by her, and tried to obtain, by ſleep, ſome. reſpite. 
from bis cares. | Blanch, on her. fide, was not 


leſs uneaſy than he : ſhe. had but too plainly 
heard that which alarmed her huſband, and 


could not aſcribe to her imagination an advens: 


ture the ſecret motives of which ſhe knew. She 


was ſurpriſed that Henriquez ſhould come into 
ber apartment, after having ſo ſolemnly pledged 
his faith to Conſtantia, Inſtead of being pleaſed 


with this attempt, or receiving any ſatisfaction 
from it, ſhe-looked upon it as a new affront, and 
was greatly enraged at him. 


W hilt diffredi's daughter was br iN 8 


gainſt the young King, and believed him the 
moſt unfaithful ot men, that unhappy prince, 
more entangled in her charms than ever, was 
impatient to ſpeak with her, in order to encou- 


rage her againſt the appearances that condemn» 
ed him. tie would have come ſooner to Bel- 


mont for this purpoſe, if his affairs would bave 
permitted him but he could not (teal away from 
court till that night. e too well knew every 
© 0 ner of the place i in which he had becn brought 
up, to he under any difficulty ot getting unſcen 
_ints Siffredi bad till the key 
back · di 5 hat led i into the en , through 
Ee * which 


E Wc 


1 


„„ Tur HISTORY Oo 


| which he got into his old apartment, and fo in- 
| to Blanch's chamber, You may imagine the alf. 
toniſnment of the Prince when he found a man 
| 1 there, and felt a iword claſh with his. He had 
= much add to contain himſelf from puniſhing on 
= the ſpot the audacious wretch who durſt lift bis 
8 ſacrilegious hand againſt his king; but the re- 
1 ſpett he owed to Leontio's daughter ſuſpended 
4 his reſentment. He retired the ſame way he bad. 
1 egltered, and more afflifted than ever, took the 
i | road to Palermo, He arrived there ſome mo- 


ments before day, and fhut bimſelf up in his apart- 
ment. Bur the agitation of his ſpirits depriving- 
him of reſt, he refoived to return once more 
to Belmont; his ſafety, his honour, and, above 
all, his love, not ſuliering him to remain longer 
ignorant of the leaſt circumſtances of ſuch an un- 
happy accident, | 
As ſoon as it was s day, % commanded bis 
hunting equipage to be got ready, and under 
pretence of taking that diverſion, rode far into 
Belmont foreit, attended by his huntſmen, and 
ſome cou ti rs. For ſome time he followed the 
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when he law every one cagerly engaged at the heels 
of the hounds, he turned atide by bimſelf and 
rode to the caſlle oft Belmont with ſuch ſpeed 
and-impatience, that he in à little me over run 
the ciſt-nce that ſeparated him from the perſon 


text to ſpeak with Siffredi's daughter in privste, 


n 
D 
1 


fport cloie, the better to conceal his defign, and 


he adored, He was Rüge og ſome Playtabic.pre> - 8 


hen, ct: ſhug a cell narrow i ihar led> 0 1 
one ot the 22 gas, he 1 ved hard by tw. . 


Pd 


women, in iure with each A at the foot 
of a tree. Not doubting but theſe. perſons. be- 
longed to the caitle, the fight of them raiſed 
within him ſome emotion: but he was in 
a much greater diſorder, when, the women turn⸗ 


ing towards him. at the noiſe of a horfe's tread, 


he beheld bis beloved Blanch. - She had eſcaped 
from the calle with Niſa, one of her women, in 
whom ſhe placed the greateſt confidence, and 
came thithet to have the freedom of beweling 
her misfortunes. 

tie immediately run and threw bimſelf tes 
feet, and perceiving in her eyes all the marks of 
great affliction, was very much affected. Ami- 
able Bianch, ſaid he, ſuſpend the emotions of 
your grief till you have heard what I have in 
1 confeſs, appearances” repreſent. me guilty to 
your eyes; but when you know the deſigu 1 


have formed for your lake, that which you now 


look ypon as a crime, will appear to be a proof 
of miy 1anecence and exceis ot love. Lheſe 
words, which Henriquez thought were ſufficient 
to moderate, ferved only to redouble Blanch's af» 
fliction, who would have anſwered him, had not 


her interrupted ſobs {topped up the organs ot her 


voice. The Prince, ſurprized at this exceſs of 


grief, ſaid, What, madam, cannot I then calm 


your diſquiet + What have I done to for:eit your 3 


confidence? i who: hazard my crown, and e- 


ven my lite, to keep myieli yours! At length 
Leontio's daughter, v 


3 ao heneefarch. can eg 2255 * to Four 
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w:th the utmoit difficulty, re- : 
plied,” Sit, your promiles ace now-unſcaſonable z 
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Ah, Blanch ! cried Henriquez, what do I Sear ps 
Who dares/raviſh you from my love? Who dares 
ſtand up againſt the fury of a king, who would 
rather ſet all Sicily in a flame, than ſuffer you to 
be torn from his hopes? Your whole power, Sir, 
replied Siffredi's daughter in a languiſhing voice, 
zs not able to remove the obſtacles that ſeparate 
us —I am the Conſtable's wife, The Conſtable's 
wire ! cried the Prince, ſtaggering backwards, 
He was ſo ſtruck with theſe words, that he. 
could ſay no more. His ſtrength forſook bim, 
and he dropped down at the foot of a tree that 

was behind him. | He trembled, and turned pale; 
and had no faculty at liberty but his eyes, which 
he fixed upon Blanch in ſuch a manner, as gave 
her to underitand how deeply he was affected with 
this irreparable misfortune. She, on the other 
hand, looked upon him with an aſpect that ſuf- 
ficieotly informed him her trouble was very lit- 
tle ſhort of bis; and theſe two unbappy lovers 
preſeryed, between them, a ſilenee that had ſome» 
thing in it very dreadful. At length the Prince, 
with much ado, recollecting himſelf a little, cri» 
ed out with a figh, Ah, what have you done, 
Blanch ? Your n, has undone me, and 
1 too 

Blanch, piqued at the Prince's [or Wer to 
We the blame upon her, when ſhe thought ſhe 
bad much more reaſon to complain of him, re- 
plied, What, Sir, do you add else co 
your infidelity. Would you have me diſcredit | 
my own 1 ang ene ane 1 | 1 zu innocent, 
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ſelf incapable of ſo great a conqueſt over my rea» 


ſon, —— Yet, . madam, anſwered thing, thoſe 
evidences which you think. ſo certain have unpol= 


ed upon you: even they have aſſiſted in betray= | 


ing you; and it is no. leſs true, that lam inno- 


cent and conſtant, than that you are the Conſta- 
ble's wife. How, Sir,. replied ſhe, did not I 
hear you confirm, the promiſe of your band to 


Conſtantia. ? Have you not aſſutred the grandees 


of the kingdom, that you would obey the condi- 


tions of the late King's will? And did not the 


Princeſs receive the homage of your new ſubjects, 


in quality of your ſpouſe and their queen? Now 


were my eyes deceived ? Say, ſay rather, faithleſs 


prince! that you did not think Blanch fit to 


ballance in your heart the intereſt ot a throne; 


and without debaſing yourſelf ſo far, as to pres 
tend to a paſhon that you no longer feel, and 
perhaps never felt, confeſs that you thought the 


Sicilian crown more ecure with Conſtantia, than 


with Leontio's daughter - You ate in the righty 


Sir: | no more deſerved a crown, than I did the 


heart of ſo great a prince as you. I was too vain 


to pretend to either; but you ought not to have 


indulged me in my, error... You know the a» 
larms I had of your ruin, which ſeemed to me 
almoſt inevitable. Why did you encourage me 
with hope? Why was you fo cruel as to diffi» 


pate my fears. ? I ſhould have accuſed fate, not 
you; and vos would have, at caſt. preſerved my 

beat, zu bingereg we from. diſpoſing of my 
| handy which eder have obtained 
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am the Conſtable's wife: and ſince this conver- 
ſation with another man may be a blot on my 
honour, allow me, Sir, without failing in that 
reſpect Which 1 owe you, to withdraw from one 
whom | am not avy longer at liberty to hear. © 
Thus ſaying the fled from Henriquez, with 
all the haſte her preſent weak condition would al- 
low. Stop, madam, cried he, and affliẽt not 
thus a piince, who would rather overturn that 
throne which you upbraid bim for having pre- 
fer:ed to your love, than fulfil his new ſubjecls“ 
expectation. That ſacrifice, ſaid Blanch, is at 
pretent vain, While I am the Conſtable's 
wife, theſe generous traniports will not avail 
Since I am no longer miſtreis of myſelf, it i« of 
ſmall importat ce to me now what di:orders you 
Create in-victly, or to whom you give your hand. 
It I bave been fo weak as to ſuffer my heart to 
be ſurprized, I ſhall at Jeait have tortitude e- 
nough to ſtifle its emotions, and to ſhew the new 
King of vicily, that the Conſtable's wite is no 
longer Prince Henriquez's lover. So ſaying. be- 
ing cloſe at the park-gate, the entered it ſudden- 
ly with Nifa, and locking it on the other fide, 
left the Prince overwheimed with forrow. tie 
could not overcome the blow which Glauch bad 
given bim by the news of her marriage. Per - 
fig ious woman ? cried he, you have loit allremem- 
brance of our mutual engagement. Notwith⸗ 
ſtanding our reciprocal wos we are parted for 
ever. The idea Þ had formed of” Poffefinng A 
your charms was then den g vain uon; Ah, 
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ernel Blanch /! how" — did 1 buy you; appro» 
betemer of my flame | 

Then the image of hisrival's banpicids preſents 
ed itſelf to bis mind, with all the borrors of jea- 
louſy; which baleful paſſion took ſuch full poſs 
ſeſſion of his ſoul, that be was ready to ſacrifice 
to his fury the Conſtable, and even Siffredi him» 
ſelf. Reafon, however, by degrees, allayed the 
violence of the'e tranſports. Jet the impoſſibi · 


lity be had perceived of convincing Blanch of 
his fidelity, almoſt drove him to deſpair. He : 


flattered himſelf with the hopes of effacing thoſe 
evil impreſſions, if he could but converſe with 


her at liberty : for which purpoſe, he judged it 
neceflary to remove the Conſtable, and therefore _ 
reſolved to have him ſeized, as a perſon ſuſpec-⸗ 


ted of deſigns againlt the ſtate, He according» 


ly gave orders about it to the captain of his 


guard, who repairing immediately to Belmont, 
took him into cultody about evening, and 
brought him to the caſtle of Palermo. 1 
This incident filled all Belmont with conſter- 
nation. Siffredi went a way that moment, to be 
ſecurity to the King for his ſon in law's inno- 
cence, and to repreſent the troubleſome conſe· 
quences of ſuch an arreſt. 


termined, at all cvents, to have a free interview 
with Blanch, before the Conſtable ſhould be re- 
leaſcd, had expreisly commanded that nobody 
ſhould be adaiitted to bim till next morning, 
| Bat Leontio, notwithitanding th 
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The King, who ex» 
pected this ſtep of his minifter, and who was de- 
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ſaid he, the moment that he entered, if a loyal 
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and reſpectful ſubject may be allowed to com- 
plain of his maſter, I am come to complain of 
you to yourfelf, What crime has my ſon- in- 


law, been guilty of? Has your majeſty duly 


reflected on the eternal reproach you have r= 
a 


vpon my family, and on the conſequences of an 


action, which may alienate from your intereſts 
the hearts of thoſe who enjoy the molt important, 
poſts in your kingdom! I have certain intelli- 
gence, anſwered the King, that the Conſtable 


Holds a criminal correſpondence with the intanc 


Don Pedro. Criminal correſpondence! cried _ 
Leontio, with furprize ; ah, Sir, do not believe 
it: treaſon never entered the family of the Sif= 
fredi ; and the Conſtable's being my ſon-in law, 
is enough to ſcreen him from this ſuſpicion. The 
Conſtable is innocent; but ſome private views 
have induced you to impriſon him. 

Since you ſpeak ſo freely to me, ſaid the King, 
I will do the ſame to you. You condemn me 
for your ſon in law's impriſonment; but have I 
not far greater reaſon to complain of your cruel. 
ty? It is you, hard-hearted Siffredi, who have 
robbed me of my quiet, and reduced me to a con- 
dition more miſerable than the meaneſt of mor- 
tals. But do not flatter yourſelf, rhat I will en- 
ter into your ſchemes. My marriage with Con- 
ſtantia is reſolved upon in vain. . How! Sir, 
interrupted Leontio, can gu ehe to marry the 
Princeſs, after baving made her ſo ſolemn a pro- ; 
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it entirely to yourſelf, Why did you lay me 
under a neceſſity of promiſing that which I could 
not perform ? Who told you to fill the paper 
which I gave your daughter with the name of 
Conſtantia? You were very ſenſible of my Fd 
tention, You tyrannized over the heart of Blanch, 
in forcing her to marry a man ſhe could not love. 
And what right had you over mine, to diſpoſe _ 
of it to a Princeſs I abhor? Have you forgot 
that ſhe is the daugher of that cruel Mathilda, 
who, trampling under her teet all the tics of 
blood and humanity, was the cauſe of my father's 
endiug his days in a rigorous. captivity?. And 
ſhall I marry her? No, viffredi, lay aſide thole 
hopes. Before Hymen lights bis torch for ſuch :/ // _ 
a match, you will ſee all Sicily in flames, we 
its aſhes quenched in blood, „ 
Do not my ears deceive me? cried Leontio. iS 
Ab, dir, what a proſpect have you ſet before my 
eyes! What terrible threats L But I am alarm- 
ed in vainz continued he in another tone; you 
love your ſubjects too well, to bring ſuch miſe» 
ries upon them. You will not allow yourſelf 
to be overcome by this fooliſh pallion. You - 
will not tarniſh your virtues with the weakneſſes 
of ordinary men. If I gave my daughter to the 
Conitable, it was to gain to your Majeſty's in- 
tereſts a valiant ſubject, who by his bravery and 
power in the army might defend your cauſe a- 
gainſt Don Pedro; I cbougght that in attaching 
bim to my family, doeh intimate tie- 
4 heſe are the ties, cried the King, thetc are the 
_ ies N bare ruined. _-- 3 triend, why 
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did you give me ſo incurable q wound? Did 
you imegine I ſhould be obliged to you for 
"Arenpthning my power, at the expence of every 
thing that is dear to me? Why did you. not 
leave me to ſupport my rigbts by myſelf? Have 

1 not courage encvgh ro quell thoſe who riſe up 
again me? The Corfiable bimfelt ſhould have -- 
found J had, if he had diſobeyed me, I know 
that kings ought not to be tyrants, and that the 

happineſs of their people ſhould be their chief 
aim; but are they, therefore, to be their ſubjeQs' 
flaves? And when Heaven has once made choice 
of them to govern, do they forfeit the right 
which every wan has, of diſpoſing of their own 
affections? If they have not power to enjoy 
them, as the loweſt claſs of moitals have, take ' 
back, viffrec1, that ſovereign power which you 
were fo fond of deen at the ee of 120 | 

_ Tepo'e, . 

You know, Sir, replied Siffredi, that your 
marriage with Conſtantia was, by the late King, 
made the condition of your ſucceeding to the 
crown, And what right, anſwered Hentiquez, 

bad he to eſtabliſn that diſpoſition? Did he 
reccive the ſucceſhon from his brother King 
Charles upon the ſame unworthy conditions? 
And how came you to be fo weak as to-agree 

to ſuch a piece of injuſtice? For an bigh- chan- 
cellor, methinke, you are i acquainted with our 
conſtitution. In thott, though 1 have promite: F 
my hand to Conſtantia, rwasnoras voldntary. F i 
engegement, theretore Iam wenn not 1 3 
keep my woche "In Don, Fo 3 this. ren 2 ; 
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fuſal, endeavours to pull me from my throne, our 
ſwords alone, without engaging the peopte in 
our quarrel, may decide the conqueſt, and ſhew 
which is moſt worthy to reign, Leontio, not 


daring to urge him any further, contented him 


ſelf with begging, upon his knees, his ſon-in-law's 
liberty, which he obtained. Go, ſaid the King, 
return to Belmont, - whither the Conſtable thall 
follow you. preſently. The miniſter returned 
immediately to Belmont, perſuaded that his ſon» 
| invlaw would be there almoſt as ſoon as himſelf ; 
but he was miſtaken, Henriquez reſolved to have 
an interview with Blanch that night, and there- 
fore deferred ſetting the Conſtable at liberty till 
the following morning, 

The Conſtable all this while was tortured 
with the moſt melancholy reflexions. His im- 
priſonment plainly diſcovered to him the cauſe 
of his marriage being ſo unfortunate. He there- 


fore abandoned himſelf entirely to his jealouſy; 


and, contrary to his well-known loyalty, breathed 
forth nothing but verigeance. As he imagined 
that the King would not fail to be with Blanch 
that night, in order to ſurprize them together, 
be begged the governor of the caſtle to let him 
out of priſon, upon an affair of the utmoſt impor» 
tance, aſſuring him that he would deliver bim- 
ſelf up again into his hands the next morning 
before. it was light. 'The governor, who was 
entirely devoted to him, conſented the more 
readily, becauſe he knew that Siffredi had al- 
ready obtained his liberty; and, to add to the 


1 | obligations ev even. furnithed him with a horſe to 
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carry him to Belmont, The Conſtable being 


arrived there, he tied his horſe to a tree, entered 
the park by a little door, of which he had the 
key, and was ſo lucky as to get into the cattle 
unperceived, He went ſtraight to his wife's a- 
partment, and concealing himſelf in the anti- 
chamber, behind a ſcreen that ſtood there, pro- 
poſed to obſerve from thence all that ſhould paſs, 
and repair ſuddenly to Blanch's chamber, at 
the leaſt noife he ſhould hear, „„ 
Leontio's daughter, Who immediately A- 
ed the 'reaſon of her huſband's impriſonment, 
congluded that he would hardly return that night 
to Belmont, although her father had told her 
that the King bad aſſured him the Conſtable 
would ſet out ſoon after him. She did not 
doubt but Henriquez would make uſe of ſuch 
an opportunity to viſit and converſe with her in 
private; and in this opinion the waited for the 
Prince, to reproach him for an aCtion which 
might have terrible conſequences, with regard 
to her. Accordingly, ſoon after Niſa was gone, 
the partition opened, and the King threw him- 
ſelf at Zlanch's feet, ſaying, Madam, do not con- 
demn before you have given me the hearing. 
IKI impriioned the Con able, conſider that it 
was the only means I had left to juitify myſelf; 
| therefore impute that aitifice to yourſelf alone. 
Why did you, this morning; refuſe to hear me ? : 
Alas! to-morrow your hutband wels be at liber- 
iy, and I (hall never have an opportuttity of | 
ſp-:king to you again. kes zt erstere bis 
Jait lime. binn the 1 of 700 makes. me be 4 D 
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moſt wretched. of men, grant me at leaſt the 
melancholy conſolation of informing you, that 
my infidelity is not the cauſe of my misfortune; 
for though I made Conſtantia a promiſe of my 
hand, it was becauſe I could not poſſibly diſpenſe 
with doing it, in the ſituation towhich your fa» 
ther had reduced me, I was obliged to deceive 
the Princess, for your intereſt as well as my 
own, in order to ſecure to you the crown as well 
as the perſon of your lover. I flattered myſelf 
ſo far as to imagine I ſhould ſucceed in my de- 
fign, I had already concerted meaſures to break 
this engagement; but you have deſtroyed my 
plan, and, by giving yourſelf away too inconſi- 
derately, have prepared irreparable miſery for 
two hearts, which might otherwiſe have enjoyed 
the molt inviolable love. 

Blanch was affected at theſe words, he at the 
ſame time ſhewing ſuch unfeigned marks of the 
deepeſt deſpair. She now no longer - doubted 
his innocence, which at firſt gave her ſome 

joy; but afterwards it made the ſenſe of her 
misfortunes more intolerable than ever. Ah, 
Sir! ſaid ſhe to the King, after the cruel de- 
termination of our fate, the finding you guilt- 
leſs increaſes my affliction. - Wretch that I 
am, what have 1 done? My reſentment has 
ruined me! I thought myſelf abandoned, and 
in revenge accepted of the Conſtable, whom 
mp father preſented: to me. It is I that am 
_ criminal; itfis F that have been the cauſe of our 


_ miſery!” Alas! bile I'>ccuſed you of 


. = deggired. me, it Was 1. foo credulous 
J 5 #7 age, Ho fool! 
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fool! that broke all -the ties which I bad ſworn 
| ſhovlid be «ternal. . Revenge yourſelf, Sir, in 
your turn; hate, hate the ungrateful Blanch ;— 
forget her. Ah, Madam, interrupted Henri- 
-quez mournfully, how ſhall I find means to tear 
from my heart-a-paſhon, which even your injuſtice 
-could not extinguiſh? You muſt however, 
Sir, make that effort, replied Siffredis daughter 
Hghing. What! are you yourſelf capable of 
that effort? ſaid the King. I am not certain 1 
hall quite conquer my affection, replied ſhe, 
but Iwill ſpare no pains in the endeavour. Ah, 
cruel Blanch, ſaid the King, you will eaſily for - 
get Fenriqucz, ſince you are able to form ſuch 
a deſign, What opinion do you then entertain 
of me ? replied Blanch in a more reſolute tone. 
Do you flatter yourſelf that I will allow you to 
continue your addrefſes? No, Sir, theſe: r 
are vain. Though I was not born to be a 
queen, Heaven never created me to give ear to a 
diſhonoutable paſſion. My huſband is, as well 
as you, Sir, of the noble family of Anjou; and 
if my duty did not raiſe an inſurmountable ob- 
ſlacle to your gallantry, my honour would oblige 
me to teject it. I conjure you, therefore, to te- 
tire. I muſt ſee you no more, Ah, Blanch, 
cried the King, is it poſſible that you can be ſo 
cruel to me? Did you imagine the ſeeing you 
the Conſtable's wife too little to overwhelm me, 
that you alſo forbid me your fight, the only con- 
ſolation I had left? Fly rather, anfwered Sit : 
iredi's daughter, ſheding ſome tears ee 
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neſs, when the hope of poſſeſſing it is loft, Fares 
wel, Sir, avoid me as much as poſſible. You 
owe that effort at leaſt to your own honour and 
my reputation. [I implore it alſo, for my quiet: 
for though my virtue is not at all alarmed at the 
emotions of my heart, yet the remembrance of 
your love raiſes ſuch- violent conflicts in me, 
that I chall hardly be able to endurethea = 


due pronounced theſe words with ſuch emo» | 
tion; that ſhe accidentally threw down a candle» 2 
ſtick that ſtood on the table behind her; and the 1 


candle going out, ſhe took it up, and opened the 
door of the anti- chamber, to go to Niſa, who was 
not yet a- bed, to get it lighted. She was no ſoon- 
er returned with it, than the King, who waited | |} 
for her, began anew to preſs her to ſuffer his ats _ 
tachment. At hearing Hentiquez's voice, the = 
Conſtable ruſhed intothe chamber ſword=in-hand, 2 
almoſt at the back of his wife, and advancing to» | 
-wards the King, with all the fury that reſentment” 
could inſpire, This is too much, tyrant ! cried 
be; think not I am ſo bafe as to endute with 
patience the affront thou haſt done my honour, 
Ab, traitor,. replied the King, putting himſelf 
in a poſture of defence, neither do thou imagine 
thou ſhalt execute thy defign with impunity. 
Thus ſaying, they began a fight, which was too 
Furious to be of long continuance. The Con- 
ſtable | fearing that Siffredi and his fervants, . 
alarmed at Blanch's cries, ſhould run in and op- 
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enemy's ſword. It went quite through his body, 
vp to the hilt. He ell and ng imme- 
diately ſtayed his hand. 


| Blanch, gtieved to fel her b in that” 
condition, and ſurmounting the natural indiffer- 


ence ſhe had for him, threw herſelf en the floor, 
to give him aſſiſtance. But the unhappy huſ- 
band was too much prepoſſeſſed againſt her to be 
in the leaſt affected by the teſtimonies ſhe gave 


him of her grief and compaſſion, Death itſelf, 
which he felt approaching, could not ſuppreſs -.. 
the tranſports of his jealouſy. He thought of 
nothing in his laſt moments, but the happineſs 


of his rival; and this idea was ſo tormenting to 
him, that collecting all the ſtrength he had left, 
he lifred up his ſword, which he ſtill had in his. 
hand, and plunged it in Blanch's breaſt. Die, 
ſaid he while he ſtabbed her, die, thou perfidi- 
ous woman, fince not even the bonds of matri - 
age could ſecure me a faith, which you had pro- 
miſed me at the altar. And thou, Henriquez, 
continued he, ſhalt not now exult in thy deſliny. 
Thou canſt not enjoy the fruits of my de 


tion, and therefore I die ſatisfied- No fooner. 


had he thus ſpoken, than he expired, and his 
countenance, covered as it' were with the ſhades 


of death, had ſtill in it ſomething fierce: and ter- 


rible. That of Blanch exhibited a quite differ- 


Fn proſpect. The wound ſhe had received was 


mortal; ſhe dropt down upon the {body of her 
dying ſpouſe, and the blood of this innocent vic- 
tim ran in one and the ſame ſtteam Fith chat of 
her W Who da bo, fone "ang kid, 


þ 


1 
TE 


80 1 1 4 8. 2 


„„ that Hen:iquez bad not time 
to prevent its effects. 

That unhappy prince ſeeing Siffied? 5 A 
ter fall to the ground, gave a loud cry, and, 
more confounded than ſhe with the blow that 
robbed her of life, haſtened to give het the ſame 
aſſiſlance ſhe had offered to. the Conſtable, But 
in a dying voice ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, you trou- 
ble yourſelf in vain. I am the victim which 


_ unrelenting. fate demands. May this appeaſe 


its wrath, and make your reign happy and quiet. 
Leontio, drawn by her cries, entered the cham- 
ber juſt as ſhe pronounced theſe words, and, 
ſtruck with the objects he beheld, ſtood motion- 
leſs ; while Blanch, without perceiving him, 
continued. ſpeaking to the King. Adieu, Prince, 
faid ſhe 3 cheriſh my memory: my tenderneſs 
and misfortunes claim that favour. , Entertain 
no reſentment againſt my. father: have pity on 
his age and affliction, and forgive his zeal, A- 
bove all, make my innocence known: this is 
what I beſeech you to perform, above all things. 
Farewel, my dear Henriquez,——1 die — te- 
ceive my laſt breath. „ 
Thus ſaying, ſhe expired. The King, having 
continued for ſome time in a melancholy filence, 
faid to Siffredi, who appeared to be very much 
afflicted, Leontio, behoid your own work, and 
in this tragical event conſider the fruit of your 
officious care and zeal for me! The old man 
was io overwhelmed with woe, that he made no 


reply. But why ſhould I pretend to deſcribe 


ings hich no words can expreſs ? Let 
[22 72 "EE 2 £ . WF) 1 
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it ſuffice to fay, that when rhieir ſorrow permit- 
ted them to break' out into the exclamations of 
deſpair, they made ſuch complaints as ed 
| have pierced an adamantine heart. 

Henriquez all his life preſerved a tender re- 
membrance of his miſtreſs, and could never be 
prevailed upon to marry Conſtantia, who being 
Joined by the Infant Don Pedro, they conjointly 
endeavoured, by all the means that could be 
thought of, to force the execution 'of Roger's 
will : but they were at laſt obliged to yield 
the ſuperior power of prince Henriquez, who 
overcame all bis enemies. As for Siffredi, the 
grief he felt for having been the ſole cauſe of ſo 
many miſchieſs detached him from the world, 
and rendered his native country odious to him: 
he therefore abandoned Sicily, and failing into 
Spain, with Portia, the only child he had left, 
purchaſed this caſtle. He lived here for near 
fifteen years after the death of Blanch, and had 
the contolation, before he died, of feeing Portia 
ſettled. She married Don Jerome de Silva, 
and J am the only fruit of that marriage. This, 
continued Don Pedro's widow, is the hiſtory of 
my family, and the faithful relation of the miſ- 
fortunes repreſented in that picture, which my 
uncle Leontio cauſed to be painted, that he might 
leave to his po ity a monument - -of that un- 
happy event. 
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WY: tion, Ortiz; her companions, and my⸗ 
ſelf withdrew, leaving Aurora and Elvira by 
themſelves in the ball, where they ſpent the re- 
mainder of the day in diſeourſe together. They 
thought they could never have enough of each 
other's company; and next day when we ſet for- 
ward upon our journey, they were as much af+ 
fected at parting, as two friends who W. "ou 
many yeats agreeably together. 


We at length arrived at Salamanca, without 
meeting with any other accident in our way. 


There we immediately hired a houſe ready fur- 
niſhed, aud Dame Ortiz, as we had before con- 
certed it, aſſumed the name of Donna Chimena 
de Gua man. She had been a duenna too long 


not to be a good actreſs. Ml Going out with Aus 


rora, a waiting. maid, and a valet, one morning, 
ſhe repaired to a houſe where lodgings were let, 
and where we were informed Pacheco common- 
ly lived. Having aſked if they had an apart» 


ment to be let, they anſwered in the affirmative, 


and ſhewed her a very neat one which the hired. 


She gave carnelt to the landlady, telling her that 


it was for a nephew of hers, who was coming 


T HEN the lady had kniſhed. this 8 
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| heard of him. No, anſwered.2 


cured this lod ging, returned to their other houſe, 
and the beautiful Aurora, without lofing any 
time, transformed herſelf into a cavalier. | She 
covered her own black hair with a light-colour- 
ed kind of a wig, painting her eye-brows of the 
ſame colour, and adjuſling herſelf in ſuch a man- 
ner, as that ſhe might very well paſs for a young 
gentleman. Her carriage was free and eaſy, 
and excepting her face, which was a little too 
handſome for a man, nothing could poſſibly be- 
tray her diſguiſe. The maid, who was to ſerve 
in, quality of page, diſguiſed herſelf alſo, and we 


were under no apprehenſion of her playing ber 


part amiſs, for ſhe had a good modeſt aſſurance 
in her air, which agreed very well with the cha- 
rafter ſhe was to perform, In the afternoon, 
theſe two-zArefles being in a condition to ap- 


pear on the ſtage, that is, in the lodging which 


* 


bad been taken, I accompanied them thither in 


à coach, with every thing ee for: our en- 
terprize. 


Bernarda Ramirez (ſo the Jandlady was | eatied} | 


einein received us, and conducted us to our 


apartment, where we began to talk with her, and 


agreed with ber for our board by the month, 


Then aſking ber if ſhe had many lodgers be- 
fides us, ſhe replied, I have none at preſent, but 
1 need not want them, if I would take in all 
ſorts of people; I receive none but young noble» 
men; and I expect one this evening, who comes 
from Madrid to finiſh his ſtudies. 


His name is 
Don Lewis Pacheco; perhaps * may have 


e kao, 


#* 6 i ö : 
EE B1li:AdT as 


| nothing of him; and I ſhould be obliged to you 
if you would give me ſome account of him, 
| fincel am to lodge in the ſame houſe with him. 
Sir, replied the landlady, Jooking at this falſe 
cavalier, he is a very fine endes aſſure 
you, and not unlike yourſelf. Ah! you will 
be delightful company for each other ! By dt. 
Jago, I may boaſt of having. two of the hand- 
ſomeſt gentlemen in all Spain in my houſe. This 
Don Lewis then, ſaid my miſtreſs, is undoubt- 
edly a very happy man among the fair ſex in 
this town.? Ay, that he is, anſwered the old 
woman, he is a compleat gallant. . He bas no 
more to do but-ſhew himſelt and conquer, A- 
mong the.ceit, he has, charmed a lady here who | 
has both youth and beauty, Iſabella by name, an 
old lawyer's daughter, ſhe is almoit mad for him. 
And tell me, good mother, interrupted Aurora 
earneſtly, is he-on his fide as fond of her? He 
was, anſwered Bernarda Ramirez, before his de- 
parture from Ma ſrid; but I really caunot fay-. 
that he i is {till in tbe ſame mind; for he, like all 
other young men, is very changeable.- . 
| Scaice had the good widow: done: 5 
when we heard a noiſe in the court yard Look 
ing out of the window, we perceived two men 
light from their horſes: theſe were no other 
than don Lewis de Pacheco, who was juſt ar- 
rived from Madrid, with a valet de chambre. 
The old woman left us to ga receive himz aud 
my miſtreſs prepared herſelf, not without, emoti- 
As 2 * phe part of Don Felix Don Lewis, 
me, entered our apartment, bogted 
F and 


4 


* 


and ſpurred as he was, and ſaluted Aurora, ſay⸗ 


ing, Underſtanding that a young nobleman of 


Toledo lodges here, I beg leave to expreſs my 
Joy in having him for a companion, While my 
miſtreſs made a return to this compliment, Pa- 
checo ſeemed amazed to ſee fo lovely a cavalier, 
He could not help telling her that he had never 
before beheld fo handſome and well-made a man. 


Aſter ſeveral compliments on both fides, Don 


Lewis retired to his apattment. 


While he was changing his cloaths, a fort of 


page, who wanted to deliver a letter to him, 


happened accidentally to meet Aurora upon the 


flair-caſe. He took her for Don Lewis, and 
giving her the billet, ſaid, Signior cavalier, 


though I never ſaw Don Pacheco, 1 believe 1 


need not afk if you are he. I dare ſay I am not 


. miſtaken. No, young man, ſaid my miſtreſs, 


with admirable preſence of mind, yon are very 
right, and you acquit yourſelf of your commiſſion 


- very well, 1 ſhall ſend an anfwer very ſoon. 
Upon this the page withdrew, and Aurora ſhut» 


tiny herſelf up with her maid and me, opened 
the letter, and read the following words. 


= EING juſt dow Talon of your Ws) 
vs rival at Salamanca, my tranſport had 
4 


well nigh got the better of my Fenton. But 
is Iſabella ſill as dear to you as ever? Make 
haſte, and aſſure her in perſon of your con · 


« ſtancy. I am afraid the will icarce be able 


« to ſupport the rapture, if the 15 ds 
ts and! n = 
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A Ay * billet, faid 8 it 
proclaims the violence of the author's love: This 
lady is a rival not be contemned. I muſt uſe. 


my ntmoſt efforts to detach Don Lew from 


her, and even to prevent him from vidting her 


7 again. The undertaking, I own, is difficult 3 
but 1 do not deſpair of accompliſhing my debgn; 
Accordingly, my miſtreſs having muſed a little, 


added, if they are not divided in four and twenty 


F hours, I will torfeit my head. Pacheco having 
taken a little repoſe in his own apartment, re- 


turned to outs, and tell again into converſation 
with Aurora betore ſupper. - Signior cavalier, 
ſaid he to her in a jocoſe manner, I believe the 


huſbands and lovers will have no cauſe to rejoice 
at. your arrival in Salamanca. Tou look as if 


you would give them ſome diſturbance. As for 
my own part, | tremble for fear-ot being rob- 
bed of all my conqueſts. Your fear, anſwered 
my miſtreſs in the ſame tone, is not i- ground- 
ed. Don Felix de Mendoza is @ formidable 
man, I affure you. Beſides, I have been in this 
country betore, and know that the women are 


not over cruel, - I rode through this town about 


a month ago, and ſtopt here a week, in which 
time, to tell you the truth, 1 euflamed the —_ 
ter of an old la« yet 5 1 

Theſe words 1 perceived put Don Linh in 
ſome diforder : may | be fo bold, ſaid he, as to 


afk the lady's name? How! be fo bold, re- 


plied the pretended. Don Felix; why ſhould I 
y (i ery Lef ſuch an 8 to jou! * Do 


men 


3 


* 
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men of my time of life? Do me not ſo much 


injuſtice. Beſides, between ourſelves, the ob- 
ject does not deſerve ſo much regard. She 1s 


only a poor cit; and a man of quality, you 
know, i is never ſeriouſly in love. with ſuch erea · 


tures; but thinks he does them an honour, in 
condeſcending to debauch them. L will there» 


fore without further ceremony acquaint you, that 
Ifabclla is the name of the lawyer's daughter, 
And what is the lawyer's ? interrupted Pachgew 


impatiently, is it not Murcia de Lianna Tu * 
ſame, anſwered my miſtreſs; here is a letter 
which ſhe has juſt now ſent me. You may read 


it, and ſee whether the lady is fond of me or 


no. Don Lewis caſting his. eye over the billet, . 
knew the band, and was in the vtmoſt confuſion - 


and diſturbance. What is the matter? conti- 


nued Aurora in a ſurprile, you change colour! I: 
am afraid you have ſome coucern in this lady, 1 


am very ſorry, if this is the-caſe, for having ſpo- 
ken ſo freely of her. 


On the contrary, ſaid Don Lewis, with in- 
dignation and reſentment, I am rather obliged: 


to you tor your information. Perfidious crea- 


ture! Don Felix, I am eternally indebied to 


vou. You have extricated me out of an er- 


ror, in which 1 might hase remained a great 
While. 1. imagined that Ifabclla loved, nay 


adored me. I had indeed ſome regard for 


that wietch; but I find ſhe. is a periect co- 

querte, and ought to be deſpiſed. I applaud 
your relentment, ſaid Aurora, feigning in hen 
. turn a ſort of een, I hp * Mende. 1 


re 
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a Creature as a lawyer's. daugbter might wet 
have been' ſatisfied with- one nobleman a time, . 
eſpecially ſo accompliſhed a one as you are. 

| Her inconſtancy is inexcuſable; and I am fo 

far from being pleaſed with her facrificing 

your love to mine, that I intend to puniſh - 

her by flighting her lavouts. For my party. ; 
anſwered Pacheco, the revenge I mean to take 

is never to ſee her again. Lou are very much 

in the right, cried the falſe Mendoza; vet to = 
ſhew. her bow much ſhe is deſpiſed. by us WM 
both, 1 think each of us ſhould write io her 
an inſulting letter. I will incloſe them un» 

der one cover, and ſend them as an anſwer 

to her billet. But before we go thus far, do 
you ſee how your heart ſtands affected; perhaps _ 
you may. one day repent of having broken with- 
Habella, No, no, interrupted Don Lewis, 

I ſhall never be ſo weak, I will do what 


you propoſe, in order to- oO the n 3 
creature. 5 | 
They ality ſent me fon pen,. ink, and 
paper, and both of them fat down to compoſe 
very obliging letters to the danghter of Dr. Mar- 
cia de Lianna. Pacheco could not find terms 
ſtrong enough to exprels his ſentiments, and he 
tore five or fix half fin ſned billets, becauſe they 
ſeemed to him to be too civil, However he was 


| pleaſed with one at laſt, as be might well be, it 55 
containing the following words: 5 


eld have you learn, my fair one, 
af « to know yourtelt better; and be no longer ſo 
.a . as 0 * that I am enamouied with 
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e It muſt be other kind of merit bann 


* yours that can engage my affections. Your 


* charms are not ſufficient to amuſe a noble - 
te man for a few moments. Such a one as you 
« are not 1 of the meaneſt scholars of the 
4 uniyerſity.“ n ika 
- This was the gracious billet he übe to 
ſend; and Aurora having finiſhed hers, which. 
was in no milder terms than the other, ſhe ſeal» · 
ed them both up, and gave them to me, ſayings. 
Gil Blas, be ſure you deliver this pacquet to 
| Ifabella this evening; you underſtand me, con- 
tinues ſhe, tipping me the wink, the meaning 
of which 1 eaſily underſtood. Yes, Sir, replied. 
I, you may depend upon being obeyed to your: 
Ion. £ 

I immediately went ust my buine(s and 
ce the ſtreet, Ohq, Gil Blas, ſays I to 
myſelf, then it ſeems you act the valet in this 
comedy. Well, friend, ſhew that you have wit 
enough to perform ſo conkdcrable a part. dig=- 
nior Don Felix, as you ſee, has ſo good an opi- 
nion of you, that he thought it enough to tip 
you the wink. And is he to blame for that? 
No, I underitand what he would be at. tie 
would have me deliver only Don Lewis's bil- 
let, That is the interpretation of the ſigu, than 
which nothing can be more plain. I theretore - 
immediately opened the pacquet, from which 
I tvok Pacheco's letter, and carried it to the 
daughter of Doctor Murcia, whoſethouſetIwas 
not long in finding out. I met t the, Beile page 
who had given Kurora the ba ws ar gab ger: NY F 
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Brother, faid I to him, are not you the ſervant of oh 
the daughter of Doctor Murcia? Yes, anſwer=a 
ed he. You have ſo obliging a phyfiognomy, 
replied I. that I take the liberty to deſire you to 
deliver this billet-doux to your miſtreſs. - _ 
The page enquiring who fent it, I had no 
ſooner told him Don Lewis de Pacheco, than he 
bid me follow him, for he''was commanded to 
bring me to Iſabella herſelf. 1 allowed myfelf 
therefore to be introduced into a little chamber, 
where the lady immediately eame to me. I was 
ſtruck at her beautiful face, havingmever beheld 
more regular features. Her air was affected and 
 childifh, but for all that, I dare fwear me lia 
ſeen thirty 'years paſs over her head. Friend, 
ſaid ſhe, with a pleaſant countenance, do you be- 
long to Don Lewis de Pacheco? Tes, replied. 
I, I have been in his ſervice theſe three weeks: 
and then gave her the ſara] billet. Sbe read ie 
| over twice or thrice; and ſeemed to diſtruſt che c 
evidence of her own ſenſes And indeed ſhe 0 
certainly expected ſuch an anſwer. Sbe raiſed 
her eyes to heaven, bit her lips, and ſhewed in = 
| her countenance the uneafinefs the felt in ber 
heart. Afterwards, fuddenly addreffing herſelf 4 
to me, Friend, ſaid ſhe, is Don Lewis run mad ? 1 
Pray let me know, if you can, why he writes in F 
this genteel ſtyle? What demon poſſeſſes 
him? If he had a mind to break with me, could: 
he not have done it without abuſing me fo groſs 
ly?” Madam, faid 5 my maſter is certainly to 
blame: buthe was in a manner forced to it. If 


| 1 7098 ph . to had - I will inform 


Bo 85 1 


Ern 


* 


tisſy me, you muſt alſo write a billet to ber this 
moment, which I ſhall dictate. Don Lewis did 
as ſhe defired, and delivering the letter to me, 
enquire, ſaid he, where Doctor Murcia de Lian- 
na lives, arid contrive to get this paper into tbe 


2 


lady entirely covered with a veil entered our 


to him in private a. good while, and at laſt L 
| heard her ſay to him, you ſwear to me that you 
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you of the whole affair, I. do promiſe, ſaid ſhe 
haſtily, never to betray you, therefore explain 
yourſelf freely. Well then, anſwered I, the caſe 
briefly is thus. Having juſt read your billet, a 


lodgings, and enquiring for my maller, talked 


will never ſee her again; but that will not ſa» 


hands of his daughter Iſabella, You. ſee, ma» 

dam, added 1, this ſevere letter is the work of a 
rival, and conſequently my maſter is not ſo much 
to blame. O Heavens! ctied ſhe, the other 
was bad, but this is ſtill worſe. His infidelity 


offends me mere than the fhocking words he 


writes to me. Ah! the perfidious wretch ! 
But, added ſhe immediately, afſuming a more 


haughty air, let him abandon himſelf to his new 


miſtreſs without conſtraint, I do not intend in 
the leaſt to thwart him. Tell him I ſhould have 
leit the field free to my rival, without bis thus 
groſly inſulting me; and that 1 too much 
contemn ſo fickle a lover, to be in the leaſt de- 
firous of recalling him. Thus ſayings; ſhe ſent. 


me away, and . very; mae inernigh N 
Don Lewis. | | 


L left the Doctor 's. agg . . babes * 
n what L had d e 10 ae chat I Be 3 
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ſoon-become a very dextrous cheat. I returned 
to our lodgings, where 1 found Mendoza and 
Pacheco at ſupper together, converſing as freely 
as if they bad been acquainted from their infan- 
ey. Aurora perceiving by my chearful counte- 
nance, that L had acquitted myſelf ſucceſsfully 
of my commiſſion, Well, Gil. Blas, ſaid ſhez give 
us an account of your meſſage. Being obliged to 
truſt again to my own fineſſe, I faid T had deli- 
vered the packet, and Iſabella having read the 
two billets eontained in it, inſtead of ſeeming 
diſconcerted, ſhe fell into an immoderate fit of 
laughter; being a little recovered from which, ſhe 
ſaid, upon my conſcience, young noblemen have 
an admirable ſtyle! I have hardly known any 
body write half ſo agreeably. She carries it off 
then triumphantly, cried my miſtreſs 3. ſhe muſt 
certainly be a compleat coquette. For my part, 
faid Don Lewis, IL am aſtoniſhed at Iſabella's be- 
having thus: ſhe muſt certainly have quite chang- 
ed her character during my abſence. I own, 
replied; Aurora, I could not have thought her 
ſuch a perſon : but there ate ſome women who 
can aſſume all manner of ſhapes. . I was once in 
love with one of theſe, who made me her dupe 
a long while. Gil Blas, you can tell what a des 
mure air ſhe had. Ves truly, ſaid I, ſhe had a 
look that would have cozened the moſt n. I 
ef might baye been caught by it. 
Ar talking thus made Pacheco and thi falſe 

| Nona burſt into a loud laugh, one, becauſe 
Xx bore Wines sgainſt an 2 damſel, and 
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diſcourſe continued to turn upon thoſe - women 
who have the art of diſſembling; and the reſult 
of our conference was, that Iſabella was only ” 
convicted of being an ar-ant jilt, © 1» | 
Don Lewis renewed his proteſtations of never 
ſeeing her again; and Don Felix, after his ex- 
ample. ſwore he would always hold her in the ut- 
moſt contempt. After theſe proteſtations, they 
contracted a friendſhip together, and promiſed-to 
conceal nothing from each other. After a great 
many other compliments, which paſſed after ſup · 
per, each retirgd to his apartment to go to bed. 
T followed Aurora to hers, and gave her an ex- 
act account of the converſation F had with Iſa- 
bella. F thought ſhe would have embraced me 
In the tranſport of her joy. Dear Gil Blas, ſaid 
ſhe, Lam charmed with thy ſruitfulneſs of in- 
vention. When one is unfortunately engaged 
in a paſſion which compels us to have recourſe 
to ſtratagems, what an advantage is it to have ſo 
good an aſſiſtant as thee! Courage, my lad, we 
have removed one rival, that might have been. 
troubleſome to us That is no bad prognoſtic: 
but as we lovers are liable to ſtrange turns of for- 
tune, I think we muſt make ſhore work of it, and 
wm, Aurora de Guzman on the ſtage to- mor- 
IL approved of her ſcheme, and leaving Sig- | 
nior Den Felix with his page, wiedere n to wy: ; 
hed i in the te” ert. > 
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CHAP. 


What Stratagems Aurora made uſe of fo captivate 


Don Lewis de Pacheco. 


EX T morning, when the two new friends 
met, they began again with embraces, 
which Aurora was obliged to give and receive, 


in order to act the part of Don Felix the more 


naturally. They went to walk about the town, 


and I attended them, together with Chilindron, 


Don Lewis's valet, We ſtopped near the uni- 
verſity, to look at ſome titles of books which 
were ſtuck upon the gate. A good many peo- 
ple were amuſing themſelves with reading them, 


and among the reſt I perceived a little man, who 


gave his opinion of all the books that were ſo 


Publiſhed. The people were very attentive to 


what he ſaid, and he ſeemed to think that it was 


no more than he deſerved. He appeared to be 


vaſily vain and poſitive, as little men generally 
are. That new tranſlation of Horace, ſaid he, 
which is advertiſed-in ſuch: large characters, is a 
mean proſe affait, executed by an old college- 
author; a book mightily eſteemed among the ſtu» 
dents, who have already conſumed four editions 
of it; and pet there is not one man of taſte that 


will ſo muchas look into it. His opinion was not 


a whit more favourable of all the other books. He 


ridiculed P without exception. I ima- 
pins be was an author. I ſhould not have been 


of ne ein " to an y.end ; but I was o- 
1 a 4 | bliged 5 
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bliged to follow Don Lewis and Don Felix, whh - 
being as little pleaſed with his prate as intereſt- 


ed in the books which he criticiz-d, walked off 


and left both him and the univerſity. 


We returned to our lodging at dinner time, 
and my miltreſs fitting down at table with Pa- 


checo, cunningly turned the converſation on her 


_ own family, My father, ſaid ſhe, is a younger 
brother of the houſe of Mendoza, and ſettled at 


Toledo; and my mother is filter to Donna Chi- 
mena de Guzman, who came lately to dalaman- 
ca about an important affair, with ther niece 
Aurora, the only daughter of Don Vincent de 


Guzman, with whom perhaps you are acquaint- 


ed. No, replied Don Lewis, but 1 have often 
heard of bim, as well as of your couſin Aurora. 


May I believe what is reported of her? I have 


been afſured that nothing <quals her beauty but 


ber underſtanding. As for underitanding, an · 
| fwered Don Felex, ſhe does not want for it, and 
that well cultivated too; but I o not think her 
ſo very handiome. People ſay that we two are 


Pg 


very like one another. If that be the caſe, cried 


Pacheco, ſhe does not come ſhort of her character. 


Your features are very regular; your couſin 


2. 


therefore muſt needs be enchanting. I wiſh I \ 


bad an opportunity of ſeeing and talking with 
ber. LI will ſatisfy that curiolity, replicd they. 


feigned Mendoza, and this very a'ternoon tog. * 54 


will take you to my aunts houſe with me. 
My mittreſg after. this changedeahe-iſcourſes 


and talked of indifferent matters ater cope 


while ay wete © Preparing ages and Toe! Pons.” 


* -1”*" * 48. 71 
Chimens, I flipt out beſore, and ran to bid the 


duenna make ready to receive them. Then res 


turning inſtantly, J accompanied Don Felix, 
who conducted Don Lewis to his aunt's houſe. _ 


But they had ſcarce entered it, when they met 
Madam Chimena, who beckoned them not to 
make a noiſe Houſh, huſh, ſaid ſhe whiſpering, 


you will wake my niece, who has ever ſince 


yeſterday been terribly afflited with the head- 
ach, which has Juſt now left her, and the poor 
child has been aſlecp about a quarter of an hour, 


1 am very ſorry for this diſappointment; ſaid 


Mendoza; I was in hopes we ſhould have ſeen 
my coulin, and had. promiſed that happineſs to 
my friend Pacheco, who came hither for that 
purpoſe, The affair is not in ſuch a mighty 
hurry, replied Ortiz ſmiling, you may defer 


it till ro-morrow, he Cavaliers having converſ- 


ed a little with . old woman, took their leave 
and retired. | 


Don Lewis took us to ſee a young: gentleman 
of his acquaintance, whoſe name was Don Ga- 


briel de Pedros, with whom we paſſed the te- 


mainder of the day; we ſupped there too, and 
did not leave his bouſe till two o'clock in the 


morning. We had got about balf way home, 


when we ſtumbled over two men Ilyipg ſtretch- 
ed upon the fireet, Imagining they were un- 
fortunate people who bad been murdered and 
rohe e ee e sen them, if it was not too 
las and as we were andeavouring to inform 


_ourtelves atthew condition, as well as the dark 


5 af neſg of, te i ould, Lao . ne. ad came 
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up to us. At firſt they took us for ide murder 


ers, and ſurrounded us; but they thought more 
favourably of us, when they heard us ſpeak, ane 
by the help of a dark lanthorn perceived tjqe 
faces of Mendoza and Pacheco. Afterwards 
they examined the condition of the two men, 
whom we had imagined to be dead, and found 
that it was a fat licentiate, with his man, both 
intoxicated with wine, or rather dead drunk. 
Gentlemen, cried one of the watch, I know this 
epicure: it is the licentiate Guyomar, rector of 
our univerſity. For all he is in this condition 
at preſent, I can tell you he is a great ſcholar, a 
3 genius! There is never a philoſopher 


of them all, but what he can confute in an ar- 


gument. He has an amazing flow of words; it 
is a pity he is a little too much given to law- 
ſuits, women, and wine. He has undoubtedly 
been viſiting bis Iſabella to-night ; but unlucki- 
ly bis guide has got as drunk as himtelf, and they 
bave both tumbled into the kennel. This miſ- 
fortune often happened to the good licentiate 
before he was made rector: and you ſee honour 
_ does not always change men's manners. We 
left the two drunkards in the hands of the watch, 


5s who undertook to carry them home, and purſued 


our courſe to our lodgings, canoe: oe. poking 
but taking our repoſe. | 8 


1 
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Don Felix and Don Lewis 3 E 3 _ y ; 
And Aurora was the firſt thing they talked of 


| Go to my aunt, Gil Blas, ig Ä : 


her if Signior Pacheco aud 1 can ſee my couln _ 4 


to-day. I weg e t to  acquiy m e * this con my 


* 4 8 x 
5 5 
5 E 
| 


F 


15 


ed of her indiſpoſition, and ſhe betſelf ordered 
me to tell you that ſhe will be extremely glad to 


ſee you; and Donna Chimena bid me aſſure 
Signior Pacheco, that he ſhould, on your 


account, be e uy welcbe at on 
hee. 


Theſe laſt Wee * * vaſtly vleaſed 5 


Don Lewis: my miſtreſs obſerved the lame, and 
took it as a happy omen. A little before dinner, 
Chimena's footman appeared, and ſaid to Don 
Felix, Sir, a man from Toledo came io aſk for 
you at your aunt's houſe, and left this note for 
you. The pretended Mendoza ne it, and 
read the following words: | 

* IF you are deſirous of hearing news from 
60 your father, and of being informed of other 
« important matters, fail not to repair to the 


«© Black-horfſe, near the Gene e immediately 


upon the receipt of this.“ 


I am fo impatient to hear this news, faid he, 


that I am determined inſtantly to begone. Sig- 


nior Pacheco, continued he, if I do not return 
in two hours, you may go to my aunt's by your- 
ſelf, and I will come to you there in the 'af- 
\mellage which Gil Blas brought 


{ Chimena , dos you a very 


i good etenge c wit there. Thus ſaying,” 
1 e Ane 0 
hi. * 3 N SR he Rx . * als en IHE I oo 


; commanded: me to follow 


e or andes to conſult \wittyirhe' duenna 
What we ſhould do. When we had taken our 


5 | © meaſures, I returned to the pretended Mendoza, 
ſaping, Sir, your coulin Aurora is quite recover- 
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We immediately went to Ortiz's houſe, in- 
ſtead of going to the Black- horſe, as you may 
eaſily imagine. As ſoon as we arrived there, 
Autora took off her fair-coloured hair, waſhed 
her-brows, put on a woman's habit, and became 
a very genteel black-eyed lady, as ſhe naturally 

was. Her diſguiſe. made ſuch an alteration in 
| her, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared to be 
two different people. Beſides, ſhe ſeemed taller - 
in a woman's dreſs than in a man's, her high- ' 
beeled ſhoes contributing not a little to make her 
ſo. When ſhe had improved her charms with 
all the aſſiſtance that art could lend them, ſne 
waited for Don Lewis with an emotien com- 
poſed of hope and fear. Sometimes ſhe thought 
ſhe might confide in her wit and beauty; and 
ſometimes ſhe trembled for fear that this her farſt 
attempt ſhould prove dunſucceſsful. Ortiz, on 
he. fide, ſummoned all her fineſſe to ſecond my 
miſtreſs. For-my part, that I might not be ſeen 
in the houſe by Pacheco, like thoſe players that 
appear only in the laſt act, I went out as ſoon as 
I had dined, in order to "me any wan . 
end of the viſit. 

Every thing W thus tu in 4 Don 
Lewis arrived, and was very politely received by 
Donna Chimena. After he had been with Au- 
rora near three hours, 1 entered the. room where 
they fat, and addreſſing myſelf to the cavalierg) 
dignior, ſaid I, my , maſter Don Pelis anne 


wait upon you here to-days but eg will. : 3 


excuſe him, as be is with three Baledans from! 


hom he cannot. Peg get ba Ab, aw. * 


8 A 
> N. W 8 E 0 } 
£ "> 4 RL 8 5 n 
ans N tt, 22 N BE >. 3 Re 
x e . : ; 3 2 
: boy 7 


5 the 1 6 lil ». 


61 L B L A3. 75 


little rake ! cried Donna Chimena, he is fud- 
dling, I dare lay my life. No, Madam, replied 
I, they are talking together «of very ſerious af- 
fairs. He is extremely forry that he cannot come 
hither, as he promiſed. He charged me to tell 
this both to you and your niece Donna Aurora. 
Oh! I will have none of his apologies, ſaid my 
miſtreſs; he knows I have been ill, and ſhould 
have ſhewn a little more concern for his relation. 
Ah, Madam! cried Don Lewis, do not form ſuch 
a cruel reſolution: Don Felix is rather to be pi. 
tied for loſing the pleaſure of T7 converiation 
this ſingle time. | 
Having diverted themſelves for ſome time 
with this ſubject, Pacheco withdrew. . The beaus 


to our lodgings as ſoon as poffible. I aſk par- 

don, my dear friend, ſaid ſhe to Don Lewis, for 
failing to meet you at my aunt's, but I could not 
get rid of the company I was in. What con- 
ſoles me ſor the diſappointment is, that you have 
had the ſatisfaction to gratify your curiolity. 

Well, what think you of my couſin? I am en- 


reaſon to ſay ſhe was like you; I never be- 
held features more reſembling each other; the 
ſame turn of face, the ſame. eyes, the ſame 
tone of voice Let there is ſome ſmall dif- 
fſcrencebetween zou: Aurora is taller than 
= the i brown, and. en are fair; you 
„„ graze. This is all that 
. vine ea, the - one — the other. 


tiful Aurora immediately changed her habit, ane 
reſuming the appearance of a cavalier, returned - 


chanted with her, replied Pacheco. You had 
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As ſor underſtanding, continued he, I do not be- 
lieve a celeſtial being can bave more than your, 
couſin. In ſhort, ſhe Is the moſt accompliſhed 


* ever ſaw. a 
Tbeſe laſt words were pronounced ſo ſerioul- 


% 


ly by Signior Pacheco, that Don Felix ſaid to 


him ſmiling, Friend, I would adviſe you not to 


villt Aurora de G ag again, if you ſtudy your 
ay make your heart ake, and 


ght of her to make me in love, interrupted he, 
that is done already. 1am ſorry to hear that, 
replied the falſe Mendoza, for you ate not a man 


that will ſettle, and my coufin is no Iſabella. 
I can aſſure you beforehand, that ſhe will never 


liſten to a lover except on honourable terms. 


Honourable ! replied Don Lewis ; ſure nobody 
would offer any other to a young lady of her 
birth. Alas! 1 ſhould look upon myſelf as the 


happieſt of mankind, if ſhe would approve of 


my addreſſes, and conſent to join her deſtiny | to 


mine. W 


OY 


If theſe are your ren] ſentiments, replied Don 


Felis, I offer you my aſſiſtance- I will do you 


all the good offices with Aurora that I am able, 


and will to morrow bring over my aunt, who has 


a great ſway over her. Pacheco heattily thanks 


ed the cavalier who made him ſuch fair promi- 


ſes; and we perceived with joy that our ſtrata- 
gem ſucceeded as we could with; We made uſe 
of a new invention the day fg look 


Don Lewis's paſſion My miſtreſs haying been 
with Donna _ under; 8 of- ten. 


2M 


" #487; * 4 I ue ö Z 2 N 
n 9 3 . ee Fig F - ” „ 
3 IT Trent or * OE as Fane 8 = FY 2, 
* v RE Th * * r . 
be | % C163, 3 DE 1 oy Ni. n ? 
TFP W OE EA 
, . Ja 2 Ip! thy 8 IF a 
Mn” FA *; FD bY RY 
8 5 4 YL Fo 


G L S LAS. 5 


dering dns Grenade; to Don Lewis, returned. 
and ſaid, I have ſpoken to my aunt, and had- no 
ſmall trouble to make her your friend. She 
was very much prejudiced againſt you: for ſome 
body or other had given her a very bad charac- i 
ter of you: but I boldly undertook your defence, 


and have at length deſtroyed the ill en 
ſhe had received of your morals. 
But this is not all, added Aurora; you ro 


talk with my aunt, in my preſence ; for by that 


means we may ſecure her to our intereſts. Pa». 
checo expteſſed great impatience to talk with 
Donna Chimena, and that ſatisſaction was grant» 
ed to him next morning, when the falſe Mendo- 


za carried him to madam Ortiz, and they three 
had a converſation together, in which Don Lewis 


ſhewed that he had ſuffered himſelf ro be very 
much captivated in a ſhort time. The: crafty 
Chimena feigned to be moved at his tenderneſs, 


and promiſed. her utmoſt endeavour to perſuade. 


her niece to accept of him for a huſband; Pa- 
checo immediately threw himſelf at the feet of 
ſo kind an aunt, and thanked her for all her fa- 
vours. Upon this, Don Felix aſked if his couſin, 
was up. No, anſwered the duenng, ſhe is ſtill 
a- bed, and you cannot fee her now; but return 
in the afternoon, and you ſhall converſe with her 


as long as you chuſe. This anſwer of madam: 


Chimena redoubled, as you may eaſily imagine, 


the joy of Don Lewis, who thought the remain» 
der otthetorenoon very tedious. He went back 
a with Weng to hie ol gings, who was 1 
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well pleaſed- with obſerving. in bim all the marks 
of a real lover. 


Their whole diſcourſe was „ and 
when they had dined, Don Felix ſaid to Pache- 


co, There is a ſudden thought come into my 
head. I am of opinion that I ſhould go to my 
aunt's ſome minutes before you, and have a lit- 
tle chat with my couſin, that I may diſcover how 
her heart is diſpoſed towards you. Don Lewis 


approving of the ſcheme, let his friend go firſt, 
and did not ſet out till an hour after. My miſ- 


treſs made ſuch good ufe of her time, that ſhe 


was entirely dreſſed in her woman's cloaths when, 
her lover arrived. I thought, ſaid the cavalier, 
after having ſaluted Aurora and the duenna, 1 
ſhould have met Don Felix here. You will 


fee him preſently, replied Donna Cbimena, be 
is writing in my cloſet, Pacheco ſeemed ſatiſ- 


fied with this excuſe, and entered into converſa- 


tion with the ladies. Yet, notwithſtanding the 


preſence of his beloved object, he found that the 
hours ſtole away, and no Mendoza appeared. 
He teſtified ſome ſurprize at this diſappoint- 


ment; upon which Aurora ſuddenly changing 


countenance, began to laugh, and ſaid to Don 
Lewis, Is it poſſible that you ſhould never in the 
Jeaſt ſuſpect the trick that has been played upon 


you? Do a falſe head of hair, and painted eyes 
brows, make me ſo different from myſelf, that 


you have hitherto been deceived by them e 


Know then, Pacheco, that you. have been 


miſtaken, and that Dun, Felix, 4. Menden 
| Y i ERR EG and Ry 


* BN 
3 N Ws > 
| OG DR Sf 
{ e F 1 
1 ERS „ „ . 
it 1 "Me 1 n x LENT N 
I * Dj r * 3 
5 ** . 0 Sn; 4 = MF 
12 l F 


8 


{ 


6 1 L 1A . 


and Avro de Guzman are one and the fame > 
perſon. £34 & 
Not ſatisfied wich extricating kinds out of his 
error, ſhe alſo confeſſed the paſſton ſhe had for 
| him, and informed him of all the ſteps ſhe had 
taken to bring things to the condition they were x 
now in. Don Lewis, no leſs: charmed than ſur- 
prized at what he heard, threw himſelf at my 
miſtreſs's feet, exclaiming-in a tranſport of joy; 
Ab, amiable Aurora, may I indeed believe that 
I am the happy mortal whom you have ſo greatly 
favoured ? What can Ldo to ſhew my acknow- 
ledgment? The moſt perfect love can never e- 
nough repay it. Theſe words were followed by 
numberleſs other tender and paſſionate\expreſ®= _ 
ſrons; after which the lovers concerted the mea 
ſures they ſhould take for the accompliſhment _ 
of their mutual deſires; and it was reſolved that 
we ſhould immediately ſet out for Madrid, where 
we ſhould end our play by a. wedding, + This 
defign was no ſooner; formed than executed. 4 
fortnight after Don Lewis married my miltreſs, 
and their nuptials were celebrated with . 
9 eigene and grandeus, | | 
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CHAP. vi. 


Gil Blas leaves 1 9 8 and a cn 
that of Don Gonzales de Pacheco. 
| 3 
BOUT three weeks after this marriage, 
my miſtreſs, wanting to reward me for 
the ſervice I had done her, preſented me with 
an hundred piſtoles, ſaying, My good friend Gil 
Blas, I am not for turning you away ; you may 
ſtay with me as long as you chuſe; but Don 
Gonzales de Pacheco, an uncle of myhuſband's, 
is deſirous of having you for a valet de chambre. 
I gave him ſo good a character of you, that he 
begged I would be ſo obliging as to part with 
you to him. He is an old nobleman, continu- 
ed ſhe, of an admirable character, and I dare 1 
"ou: will live very happily with bim. 

I returned Aurora my molt humble thanks for 
Ie regard for me; and as ſhe had no longer any 
further occaſion for me, accepted the poſt to 
which I was recommended; and 1 did it the 

more willingly becauſe I ſhould Rill be in the 
family, One morning therefore I went from 
my new-married miſtreſs to Signior Don Gon- 
zales, whom I found in bed, though it was at- 
moſt noon, When I entered his chamber, he 
was taking ſome broth, which a page had juſt 
brought him in. The old gentleman's. multas © 


chios were papered up, his eyes lookedlike' an 3 | 


extinguiſhed candle, and bis face Taal: and 
meagre. He was one: of thoſe. on. haters 


beaux, bes bt been very wales in Weir 


youth, are not a whit more ſedate in their old 


age. He received me very graciouſly, and told 
me, that if I would ſerve him with as much 


zeal as I had manifeſted for his niece, he would 
make my life very eaſy, I promiſed to do ſo, 


and that moment ons engaged me in bis * 
vice. l 
Behold me now whe a new nut FO cute 
ſuch a one as was never feen before. When he 
got up, I imagined I beheld the reſurrection of 
Lazarus. His body was ſo macerated, that 
when it was naked, an anatomiſt might have 
taught oſteology upon it. He had ſuch ſpindles 
 ſhanks, that they looked but very thin, even at- 
ter he had pulled on three or four fair of Rocks 
ings. Beſides, this living mummy was troubled 
with an aſthma, and coughed at every word he 
ſpoke. Having drank. chocolate, he called for 


paper, pen, and ink, wrote a billet, which he 
ſealed, and ſent away by the page who had gi” 


ven him the broth z then turning to me, Friend, 
laid be, I intend for the future to ſend you on 
my errands, eſpecially thoſe to Donna Euphraſia, 


a.young lady of whom Lam paſſionately fond} n 

who is not leſs enamoured with me. N 
Heaven! ſaid I ro myſelf, how can young peo· 

ple avoid fancying themſelves beloved, when this 


old dotard believes himſelf adored! Gil Blas, con · 
_ tinued he, you ſhall go with me to-day to fee her: 
_ I ſap at her houſe-almoit every night; you will 


1 


* 
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2 be charmed with herprudence. and reſerve, Far 
from being ha 1 thoſe bly c ue who can re- 
3 | lim | 
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an old-widow who ſtudies to conceal the hark 
Which age has made on her. He had: . 
done dreſſing, when there enter og 
tleman in years of his ade whoſe. name 


r 


5 


lich nothing but youth, and are won wholly by 
appearances, ſhe has an underſtanding already 
mature and judicious; ſhe values a man for no- 
thing but his ſenſe: and prefers a lover of deli- 


cacy and taſte, to one of the moſt ſhining exte- 
riors. Don Gonzales did not here end his wif- 


treſs's eulogium; he repreſented her as the epi - 
tome of all perfection, but he had an auditor 
that was not ſo eaſy of belief upon this ſubject. 


Aſter the conduct of the actreffes, which I had 


ſeen, I could not think that any old gentleman 


was ever happy in bis amours. I pretended, 


however, out of complaiſance to: my maſter, 


to believe all that he ſaid, I did more; 1 ex- 


tolled Euphraſia's good taſte; and was even 
impudent enough to affirm; that ſhe could not 


| have fixed her choice upon a more amiable 


gallant. The good old gentleman did not per- 
ceive that I made game of him; on the contrary, 
he praiſed my good ſenſe: ſo true it is, that flat- 
tery, though never ſo 41171 will be ſwallowed 
vy the great. 4 

\ After my maſter had written his "EY be 
pulled ſome hairs out'of his beard with a pair 
of pincers; then he cleared his eyes of a thick 
gum that filled them, walked his ears and hands, 


and after having finiſhed his ablutions, painted 


his muſtachios, eye-brows, and hair of a black 
colour. He continued longer at his toilet than 
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was the Count d'Aſumar. This man freely 
ſhewed the greyneſs of his hair, ſupported him- 
ſelf on à cane, and ſeemed to glory in his old 
age, inſtead of endeavouring to appear young. 
Signior Pacheco, ſaid he at his entrance, I am 
come to dine. You are extremely welcome, 
Count, replied my maſter. Mean while, having 
embraced each other, they ſat down, and dn 
to chat till dinner was ready, _ : 
Their converſation at firſt turned upon a bull⸗ 
feaſt, which had been celebrated a few days be- 
fore; and as they mentioned the cavaliers who 
had diſtinguiſhed themſelves: by the greateſt cou- 
rage and addreſs, the old count, like another 
Neſtor, who took occaſion from everything to 
- Praiſe the times paſt, ſaid fighing, Alas! I fee | 
no men now a days comparable to. thoſe I have | 
ſeen formerly; neither are the tournaments per- 
formed with half the magnificence they were, 
when I was a young fellow. I laughed within 
myſelf at the good man's prejudice at a thing he 
was paſt, I remember, when the deflert was (et 
upon the table, and he ſaw among it ſome very 
fine peaches, he | ſaid, In my memory, the 
peaches were much larger than they ate at 
preſent; natute degenerates every day. At that 
rate, anſwered Don Gonzales ſmiling, the 
peaches of Adam's time muſt haye: been im- 
menſely large. p 2 
Coup d' Aſumar ſtaid almoſt till alin ich 
my makers who no ſooner found himſelf'diſen- - 
| _ gaged; than kewent out, bidding me follow him. 
Y = ne 5p Es, who lodged about a 
6 hundred 
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hundred paces: from our houſe, and we forind her 

in a very bandſome apartment. She was gaily 
dreſſed, and had an air of youthfulneſs which 
made me take her for a mere girl, alchough ſhe 
was good thirty years old at leaſt. She might 
really be called handſome, and her underſtand- 
ing ſoon” raiſed my admiration. She was none 
of thoſe flitting coquettes, who talked nothing 


but nonſenſe, which they accompany with a looſe 


forward air; ſhe was modeſt in her manners, as 


well as in her converſation, and talked with 2 
great deal of wit, without ſeemieg to value her- 


felf too much upon it. O heavens! ſaid I to 
myſelf, is it poſſible that a perſon of ſuch delica- 


cy can be a kept miſtreſs? For my part, I ima- 


gined that impudence was inſeparablefrom all wo- 


men of her profeſſion, and was ſurprized at ſee- 
ing one ſo modeſt in appearance, without reflect - 
ing that theſe ladies know how to aſſume any 


ſhape, that is conformable to the humour and 


diſpoſition of the cully that falls in their clutches. 
When their keepers love ſpirit and life, they 
are briſk and wanton 1 and with thoſe who love 
reſerye, practiſe a'prudent and virtuous behavi- 


aur. They are the true chameleons, who change 


colour according to the humour and genius of | 
the men who viſit them. 

My maſter was none of thoſe noblemen wha” 
are taken with high - ſpirited miſtreſſes: he could 
not endure ladies of that claſs; a woman to at - 
tract him muſt have the appearance ofa veſtal;” 


Euphraſia therefore modelled h e e 2 
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are not employed in the theatre. 1 left Don 
Gonzales with his nymph, and went down into 
a hall, where I found an old-chambermaid, whom 
I knew again, ſhe having been formerly a wait- 
ing woman to an aCtreſs. She alſo remembered 
me, and ſaid, What, is this you, Gil Blas? you 
have left Arſenia then, as I have Conſtantia? 
Yes, truly, replied I, a long while ſince. I have 
ſince ſerved. a lady of quality. A player's life 
is not to my taſte, I quitted Arſenia of my 
own accord, without deigning to have the leaſt 
eclairciſſement with her. You was in the right, 
replied the chambermaid, who was called Bea« 
trice; I left Conſtantia much after the ſame 
manner. Early one morning 1 gave her in 
my accounts with a great deal of coldneſs' '/ 
and indifference, which ſhe received without 1.0 
faying one word, and 1 we fares bee you” 
teelly. 93 
I am very nds id 6 to ſind that we are A 
both now in more honourable families. Your rt 
miſtreſs ſeems to be a ſort of woman. of quality, 
and I believe her character is very good. You 5 
are not in the leaſt deceived, replied the olg 
waiting- woman. She is of a very good family, 
and her temper is, I can aſſure you vaſtly equal 
and ſweet. She is not one of thoſe paſlionate 
difficult miſtreſſes, who find fault with every 
thin 8. ſcold inceſſantly, torment® their ſervants, 
and/whoſe ſervice is, in one word, a hell upon , = 
—_— ever once heard her gruaiblez burt 
ea ny thing not exactly tober 
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g gives'any of thoſe epithets of which your violets 
ladies are fo liberal. My maſter too, replied I, 
is very ſweet tempered; he is the beſt nature 


caſion. She did not eareſs me thus for m ο 
ſake only; her deſign was to inſpite wit 
love, in order to bring me into h ß . 4 


ee for which ſhe. "Ad; 10 o ze 28 . 1 1 
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man in the world: and therefore you and Lare 
much more happy than when we ſerved the ac- 
treſſes. A thouſand times more happy, an- 
ſwered Beatrice; then I led a life of noiſe and 


tumult, but now I live, as it were, in a perfect 


retreat. No man enters theſe. doors but Signi- 
or Don Gonzales. I ſhall ſee nobody but you 
in my: ſolitude, for which I am very glad. I 
have had an affection for you a long time, and 


have frequently envied Laura the happineſs of 
having you for a lover. But now I hope to 
be as happy as ſhe; for, though I have not 
her youth and beauty, yet, by: way of amends, I 


hate coquetry, and for n lan a ones 
turtle- dove; 

As honeſt Beatrice was one of as en 
who are obliged to make a tender of their favours, 


becauſe nobody thinks it worth while to beg 


them, I was not in the leaſt tempted to profit 
by her advances, However, I was not willing ſhe 
ſhould perceive my contempt of her, and was e- 


ven polite enough to expreſs myſelf in ſuch a 


manner, as not to deprive her of all hopes of 
engaging me to love her. Limagined then, that 
I had made a.conqueſt of this old waiting- wo- 
man, but happened to be deceived on this OC 
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did not care what it coſt her, ſo ſhe could but 
ferve them. I found my error next morning, 
when I carried a billet-doux from my maſter ta 
Eupbraſia, who gave me a moſt gracious. recep 
tion, and ſaid a thouſand obliging things to me, 
as did her maid alſo. One admired my face, 
the other my ſagacity. and prudence... Agteea- 
ble to their talking, Don Gonzales poſſeſſed a 
treaſure in having ſuch a valet. In ſhort, they 
gave me ſuch extravagant commendations, that I 
ſuſpe cted their applauſe, and even diſcerned the 
motives of it; but I apparently received all they 
ſaid with the ſimplicity of a fool, and by that 


means effectually deceived the ſharpers, who at 


length pulled off the maſk, and diſplayed them- 
ſelves in their real colouts. 


Gil Blas, ſaid Euphraſia to me, take my 5 i | 


vice, and if you do not, make your fortune, it 
will be your own fault. Let us act in concerts 


my friend. Tour maſter is old, and his conſti- 


tution ſo crazy, that the leaſt fit of illneſs, with 
the aſſiſtance of a good phyßcian, will carry him 
off. Let us. make the belt of the little time he 
bas left, and work him up to leave the bulk of 
his eſtate to me. Lou ſhall bave a good part of 
the booty, and you may depend upon my promiſe 
as much as if I had made it before all the no- 
taries in Madrid. Madam, anſwered I, you may 
command your humble ſervant; do but let me 


knom What you would have me do, and you ſhall 


den, replied ſhe, watch your 


mile narrowly, and inform me of every thing 
docs. DL Then we us. to him in Ptivite, be 
bo ſure 
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ſabe: to turn the converſation. upon women, and 
from: thence artfully take occafion to ſpeak well 
of me. Cry up Euphraſia to him as much as 


pofſible; and I again recommend it to you to- 
be very attentive to every thing which paſſes in 


the family of the Pachecos. If you find that a- - 


ny relation of Don Gonzales is extremely offi - 


cious about bim, and has an eye to his eſtate, 
let me know it immediately; that is all I aſk, 
and I warrant I ſhall ſoon do his buſineſs for. 

him. I know the different characters of his re- 
lations, and how to make them ridiculous to him; 


having already put all his nephews and couſins 


quite out of favour, 

By theſe inſtructions, and W which Eu- 
phraſia added, I concluded that this lady was 
one of thoſe who trade in generous old cava- 


liers. She had not long fince prevailed upon 
Don Gonzales to ſell an eflate, the price of 


which ſhe had converted to her own uſe. She- 
every day got ſomething valuable from him, and, 
beſides, had reafon to hope that ſhe would not 
be forgotten in his will, I pretended myſelf. 


very willing to do any thing ſhe defired; and, 


diſſimulation apart, was in ſome doubt, as I went 
home, whether I ſhould contribute to impoſe up- 
on my maſter, or try. to undeceive him about 
his miſtreſs. The laſt of theſe reſolutions ſeem- 
ed more honourable than the other, and 1-found 
myſelf more inclined to do my dutys ben 
tray it. Beſides, Euphraſia hg 
poſitive promiſe, and that perhaps was the for / 


ng rm 1 eons =” #1 | 


7 


ſore zealouſly to ſerre Don Gonzales, perſuad - 
ing myſelf, that if I could bring him öff from 
his idol, I ſhould be better rewarded for this 
good action, than for. all the bad ones it was in 
my power to commit. . 
That I might the more eaſily ente what 
I propoſed, I feigned myſelf entirely devoted to 
Donna Euphraßa's ſervice; L made her believe, 
that 1 was inceflantly ſpeaking of her to my ma- 
ſter; and accordingly told her many lies, which 
ſhe imagined to be downright truth. I inſinu⸗ 
ated myſelf ſo well into her good graces, that ſhe 
thought me wholly in her intereſt; and ſtill the 
better to impoſe upon her, I pretended love to 
Beatrice, who, delighted to bebold, at her time 
of life, a youthful gallant, at her back, ne- 
ver in the * e that I was rs > 
her. F B 
When my ian * I were each with bis 
miſtreſs, you might have ſeen two different pic» 
tures in the ſame taſte. Don Gonzales, pale 
and ſhrivelled as I have repreſented him, when 
he attempted to ogle, looked juſt like a man that = 
was giving up the ghoſt: and my. dear angel, 
in proportion to the ſeeming increaſe of my paſ- mT 
ſion, aſſumed ſtill more and 'more'childiſh airs 
and run over all the grimaces of an old coquettez 
and indeed the had ſeen forty years at leaſt paſs 
. over her head. She had improved vaſtly in the 
5 fervice of ſome” of thoſe heroines of gallantry, 
1 5 ho nin cheir old age, and\'who 
_  - _ view eie of two or three gene- 
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5 | maſter, every night, to Euphraſia's, I ese 


went thither in the day time by myſelf; but at 

what hour ſoever J went in, I could never ſee a- 
"wy thing of a man there, or woman either, of a 
. appearance; nor could I diſcover the 
leaſt trace of infidelity in her, which greatly ſur- 
pfriſed me; for I could not believe that fo beau: 
tiful a woman could be triftly. conſtant to Don 


Gonzales, And in this, ſurely my judgment was 
not too weak; for the handſome Euphraſia, as 


you ſhall are, be informed, that ſhe might 
wait the more patiently for my maſter's eſtate, 
had provided berfelf with a lover n more en 
to a lady of her age. 12 6: 1913-36 
Having carried a billet to bir one morhin 
as uſual, while I was in her chamber, I perceived 
the feet of a man concealed behind the tapeſtry. 
Lwent out again without. ſeeming to have ob» 
ſerved them; but though it was no more than 


7 ought to 1 expected, and was no buſineſs of 


mine, I could not help reſenting it. Ah, per- 
fidious wretch, ſaid I to myſelf,” ah, wicked 


Euphraſia! Not contented. with impoſing upon 
a good old gentleman, by pretending to love 


him, muſt you alſo/entertain' another, to crown 


your perfidy ?. 


rather to have laughed at: the adventure, and 
looked upon it as a compenſation for the loath - 


ſomeneſs there was in the embiaceg i est 
I ſhould, at leaſt, have done better in _ 


my tongue, than in taking ws + opportunity... 
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hat a fool was I, now I. 
think on it, to moralize in this manner! Iought 


n im) Ain OP 


of moderating my zeal, I entered aw into 
Don Gonzales's intereſts, and gave him a faith» 
ful account of what I had ſeen. To this I ad» 
ded the temptations Euphraſia had alla in 
order to ſeduce me, L concealed nothing of 
what ſhe had ſaid on that occaſton; and it was 
entirely--his own fault that he did not ſee per- 
fectly into his miſtreſs's character. He was con- 
founded at the information, and a ſmall tranſport 
of rage made me imagine that her ladyſnip would 
not paſs unpuniſhed for her infidelity. Enough, 
Gil Blas, ſaid he, Lam very ſenſible of thy at- 
tachment, and am pleaſed with the zeal with 
which you | ſerve me. I will go this moment 
to Euphraſia, load her with 'reproaches, and 
break with her for ever. At- theſe words he 
went out accordingly, and diſpenſed with my 
attendance, that I might avoid the ſcurvy figure 
I muſt infatlibly have mage nay W : 
eiſſement. 
- I was very impatient eh my made? J returns 
not doubting, that as he had ſuch juſt reaſons to 
complain of his miſtreſs, he would come back. 
entirely detached from her allurements. Ia 
this thought, I applauded myſelf for what I had 
done; I repreſented.to myſelf the ſatisfaction it 
would be to the lawful heirs of Don Gonzales 
when they learned that their kinſman was no - > 
longer the {port of a paſſion ſo contrary to their 
intereſts; ! tattered myſelf how much they 
would be obliged to me for this ſervice, and I 
. fancied Ehould bediſtinguiſhed. far above all o- 
er let . * Egrecrally more apt to en- 
5 _ | courage 


© 
%, ; 
* 2 n . 9 
— — To no ors rr ns 4 14 6/1, ee 


n 


5 
" , 


* 
2 ; 
9 
o | bw 2 
r af * , 1 L f K 2 4 ? . 2 , AN 4 "ny Eo). La ; * 7 
rng 2 8 Fn od p * p . 1 
* py * „% * - p 
Oe on 1060 ] ů⁊ Cs ts EIN <p ant — 


MIKI 


tr AT 


. A pre gr en dren es” 
of * 5 


9 TA HT ST ORT 6r 


* 


courage their maſters in debauchery, than to re. Ba 
claim them, I was very fond of honour, and 


imagined with great pleaſure, that I ſhould paſs 
for the Corypheus of ſervants. But this idea, a- 
greeable'as it was, vaniſhed in a few hours; 


. when Don Gonzales, arriving, ſaid, My good 


Gil Blas, I have had a ſharp conflict with Eu- 


phraſia, who affirms, that what you have told me 


is all falſe. If I would believe her, you are no 
other than an impoſtor, entirely devoted to my. 


relations, out of regard to whom thou ſpareſt no- 


thing to make me at variance with her. I ſaw 
her ned unfcigned tears, and ſhe ſwore by all 
that was ſacred, that ſhe never made you" any 
propoſal ; and that ſhe admits of no man's vi- 
fits but my own. Her maid, who ſeems to be 
à good girl, proteſted the ſame thing to me, 
ſo that, let me do my utmoſt, my ger was ap 
peaſed. 


And do you then, Sir, ſaid 1, in a ejected 


tone, doubt my ſincerity? Do you diſtruſt— 


No, my good lad, ſaid he, interrupting me in 


his turn, I muſt needs do thee juſtice, I do not 
believe thee in a confederacy with- my relations, 
I am perſuaded that thou art concerned for my 


intereſt only, and am therefore very much obli=- 
ged to thee; but appearances are deceitful ; per- 
haps what thou ſaweſt exiſted only in thy own. 
imagination; and in that caſe, contiderhow diſ- 
pleafing your accuſation muſt de i eee 


However it be, ſhe. is a woman eannct pollibly:. ST 
help loving. I muſt even make the ſacrifiee 4 „ - | 


5 5 1 4 8. — op 


you. 1 am ſorry for it, Gil Blas, added he, and 
1 affure you | did not "conſent to do it without 
a great deal of regret : but I could not avoid it. 


You need not, however, be very uneaſy at it, for 


I ſhall not ſend thee away unrecompenſed. Be- 
ſides, I will place you with a lady of my ac- 


e where you will live very 


ably. ? 
To ſee my zeal ada turned againſt me, mor» 
tified me not a little. I curſed Euphraſia, and 


pitied Don Gonzales's weakneſs. The good old 


man was very ſenſible, that, in turning me away 
only to pleaſe his miſtreſs, he performed no very 
manly action; and therefore. to make amends 
for his folly, and ſweeten the pill I was to ſwal- 
low, he made me a preſent of fifty ducats. Next 
day carrying me to the Marchioneſs of Chaves, 
he told her, in my preſence, that I-was a young 


fellow who poſſeſſed many good qualities; that 
he bad a regard for me, but was obliged to part 
with me for family reaſons, and begged ſhe 


would take me into her ſervice. She received 
-me that moment into the number of her domes» 


ſtics; ſo that I all of a ſudden faw a new houſe 
over my head. _ "i 
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5 25 be Character of the Machina of Chaves, and 


her uſual Viſitants. 


— 


of thirty-five, genteel, handſome, and well - 


ſhaped. She enjoyed a yearly income of ten 


thouſand ducats, and had no children. I never 
Jawa woman of more gravity, or that talked leſs, 


yet ſhe was-reckoned one of the moſt witty la- 
dies in Madrid. The great concoutrfe of people 


of quality and men of letters, that flocked thither 


every day, contributed, perhaps, more than any 
thing ſhe ſaid, to gain her that repute. But tbis 
I will not undertake to decide: I ſhall only ſay, 
that her very name imported the idea of a ſupe- 


rior genius, and that ber houſe was called, by 


way of excellence, The Court of iet for 


* Productions. 7 


And indeed there was ſome performance or 


other read here every day; ſometimes new plays, 
and ſometimes other pieces of poetry; but no- 


thing except ſerious ſubjects were deemed wor- 


thy of attention, humorous pieces being deſpiſ- 
ed; the beſt comedy, or the moſt diverting ro- 
' mance, was thought but a very weak production, 


that deſerved no praiſe; whereas ig lealt ſe=_ . = 
rious work, ſuch as an ode, an 3 a a 


ſonnet, paſſed for the greatelty 
man wit, But it often dee 
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HE Marchioneſs of Chaves was a widens. 


rr e 


en ſhe contrary, was ſometimes ſo unpolite as to 
hiſs the pieces 1 had been there wanne ex- 
tolled. = Es A | 


* 


miſtreſs's apartment for the reception of com- 


pany, tor ſet: chairs for the men, and. ſtools with 


cuſhions for the women: after which I ſtood 
at the chamber door to inform my miſtreſs who 
enquired - for her, and introduce the, viſitants. 
While I was employed in this office for the firſt 


time, the governor of the pages, who was then 


by chance in the antichamber with me, gave 
me every body's character as they entered. He 


was called Andrew Molina, and was naturally 


phlegmatic and ſatirical, having alſo a good ſhare 
of wit. The firſt that engered was a biſhop. 
When he was gone in, the governor obſerved, 
| That prelate is a man of'à very odd character. 


Having a little credit at court, he would fain 
make every one imagine that he has a vaſt deal. 


He makes offers of ſervice. to all the world, with - 
out ſerving any body. One day meeting a gen- 


tleman at court, who ſaluted him, he ſtopped, 
loaded him with compliments, and ſqueezing 
his hand, ſaid, Sir, I am entirely devoted to you; 
beg you would put me to the proof.  Iiball 
not die contented, if I have not ſome opportuni- 
ty. of obliging zou. he gentleman having 
thankedbim in a very gratetul manner, they 

„ and the prelate ſaid. to one of his fol- 
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 Ewas ae in this houſe; 31 mean it 
was my buſineſs to get every thing ready in my 
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confuſed idea of baving Teen him ſomewhere 
before. 


The ſon of a grandee appeared immedimely 


after the biſhop; and when I had introduced 


him into my miſtrefs's chamber, That gentle- 
man, ſaid Molina, is another original. He fre- 
quently goes to a houſe, in order to talk with the 


maſter of it about ſome important affair, and 


comes away without remembering to ſpeak a 
word about it. But, added the governor, ſeeing 


two ladies adyance, there comes Donna Angela 


de Pennafiel and Donna Margarita de Montalvan, 


"two ladies, between whom there is not the leaſt 


reſemblance, Donna Margarita ſets up for a 


-philoſopher. She will hold a diſpute with the 


moſt profound doctors of Salamanca, without 


ſuffering their arguments to get the better of her 


argumentation. As for Donna Angela, ſhe does 
not affect the virtuoſi, though ſhe is very well 


educated. Her converſation is ſenſible, her ſen - 


timents delicate, and her expreſſion natural and 
noble. This laſt character is an amiable one, 


ſaid I to Molina; but the other does not, in my 


opinion, agree in the leaſt with the nature of the 
fair ſex, It is true, ſaid he ſmiling, but there 
are ſome of ours, whoſe philoſophy fits full as 
ill upon them. Our miſtreſs, continued he, is 


allo: a little tainted with philoſophy. What diſ- 


putations will there be here preſemiy! Heaven | 

grant that bb eil way not come upon the 

carpe. „ 
Juſt as * * ue theſe e wor 


; meagre man come in in; wn a very! grave Erobbed.. 24 
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ek N governor n ok ſpare bim. This, 
ſaid he, is one of thoſe ſerious wits; Who would 
fain paſs ſor great geniuſes, by the favour of a 
few ſentences learned out of Seneca, and Sho 
are cally deteed- to be fools and pedants, if 
you examine them a little cloſely. Afﬀterwards 
came a very genteel cavalier, with a Grecian 
mien, that is, one who appeared to be vaſtly de- 
lighted with himfelf. Jpon my aſking who it 
was, Molina anſwered, he is a dramatic poet, 
who in his life time has written an hundred thous 
ſand verſes, which never made him a groat the 
richer ; but to make amends for that, he has late- 
ly procured a conſiderable ſettlement, ge Ba half a 
dozen lines of proſe. : 
As I was about to inform myſelf of the nature 
of a fortune got ſo eaſily, we heard a great noiſe, 
upon the ftair-caſe, Oh! cried the governor, 
here comes the Licentiate Campanario, who gives 
notice of his approach before he appears, and be- 
ginning to talk at the ſtreet : door, he never gives 
over, till he has gone out again. Indeed we 
were almoſt ſtunned with the eternal larum of 
the licentiate, Who at length entered the anticham- 
ber, with a batchelor of bis acquaintance, and did 
not leave off ſpeaking till the viſit was ended. 
Signior Campanario, ſaid I to Molina, ſeems to 
be a great genius. Ay, replied my governor, 
he ** ſometimes very brilliant thoughts, quaint 
_ expreſſions, and a good deal of humour: but 
_ they befides: his being an everlaſting talker, he 
is often. ons; and not to 
oer bene, 1 * the agtecable | 
NNE T_T . and 
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40d comic air with which he ſeaſons. every 
thing he ſays, conſtitutes his chief merit; for 
very few of his ſayings would do well i in a jell⸗ 
bock. - 
Sers other people afterward Sine in, whom 
Molina deſcribed to. me in the ſame manner, 
and among the reſt did not forget the Marchi- 
oneſs. Our miſtreſs, ſays he, has a good ſhare 
of ſenſe, notwithſtanding her philoſophy, She 
is not at all difficult to ee and one under- 
goes very few caprices“ in ber ſervice. She is 
one of the moſt reaſonable women of quality that 
1 knew, and is even without paſſion; ſhe has as 
little taſte for gallantry as for play, and her whole 
delight | is converſation. Few ladies would like 
to live as ſhe does, This elogium prepoſſeſſed 
me in favour of my miſtreſs, Yet a few days 
afterwards I could not help ſuſpecking that ſhe 
was not ſuch an enemy to love: and the cauſe 
of my ſuſpicion was this. 

One morning, while ſhe was 2t her toilet, 

' there comes to me a little man about forty years 
old, of a diſagreeable figure, more greaſy than 
the author Pedro de Moya, and extremely hump» 
backed into the bargain. When he informed 
me that he wanted to ſpeak with the Marchio- 
neſs, 1 aſked him from whom. From myſelf, 
| replied, he ſternly, Tell her I am the gentle» 
nan of whom ſhe ſpoke yeſterday. to Donna Ane 
na de Velaſco. I defired bim to walk in, and 
then went to tell my lady who was there; upon 
which, ſhe immediately: exclaimed, Shew. bim in. 
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wiſe . all her women out of the room; fo. 


that my Lord Eſop, more happy than an honeſter 


man, remained alone with her. The maids and 


I could not help laughing at this adventure: he 


ſtaid with her near an hour, after which ſhe diſ- 
miſſed him, loaded with civilities, which plain» 


ly ſhewed that ſhe was oy much PO with 


| him. 


In effect, his converted” Ups her fo 


na that at night ſhe ſaid to me in private, 


Gil Blas, when the gentleman with the hump re- 
turns, bring him up to my apartment as ſecretly 
as you can. I obeyed; and when the little ca- 


valier came next morning, I conducted him to 


my lady's chamber by a back pair of ſtairs. -1I 


piouſly performed the ſame office two or three 
times, without imagining there could be any 
| gallantry in the caſe. But the malignity fo 
natural to mankind ſoon inſpired me with ſtrange 
fancies, and I concluded that the Marchio- 


neſs had either a very whimſical inclination, 


or elſe that Mr, es acted the part of a go- 


between. 


In this imagination [ frequently ſaid to myſelf, 
if my lady is in love with a handſome. fellow, I 


forgive her; but if ſne can like ſuch a naſty ba- 


boon as this, truly I cannot excuſe the depravity 
oſ her taſte How, greatly was I miltaken in my 
_ conjectures Phe little man, it ſeems, dabbled 
in magic, and as his ſkill had been extolled to 
14 the Marchioneſs, who was eably bubbled by ſuc 
_ _ impollors, the, honoured bim with. theſe private 
; dete eee He ſhewed things ir in a daß, and 
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for nity revealed all the myſteries of the caba- 
la; or rather, to ſpeak more truly, he was a jugs 
gler, who maintained himfelf at the expence of 
credulous people, and was ſaid to have a great 
number of fooliſh women of 8 under con- 


4 


| tribution. 


CHAS. 1 ; 


That Accident obliged Gil Blas to quit the Mar- 
chioneſs de Chaves; and what Courſe he after 
ward; ſoliywed, | 

C IX months had now clopſeds fince 1 entered 
5 the ſervice of the Marchioneſs de Chaves, 
and I own T was very well fatisfied with my con- 
dition; but fate, which mult be obeyed, would 
not permit me to live longer in that lady's 
houſe, nor even at Madrid. The adventure 
which obliged me to remove from both was as 
follows. 

One of my lady's maid's, called Poriiay + was 
not only young and beautiful, but poſſeſſed ſuch 
an amiable character, that I was determined to 
wake my addreſſes to her, without knowing that 
I muſt diſpute .ber heart with-a rivals The 


- Varchionefs's ſecretary, Who Was extremely + | 
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fight me. With this intent, be beinen me 
to meet him one morning in a private place. 
He being a ſhort man, and hardly reaching up 
to my ſhoulder, I did not look upon him as a 
very dangerous rival, but repaired with great 
confidence to the place appointed, in hopes. of 
gaining an eaſy victory, and making me more a- 
greeable in Portia's eyes: but the event did not 
anſwer my expectations. Ihe little ſecretaty, 
who had been two or three years at the Ane 
ſchool, diſarmed me in a moment, as if I had 
been a mere infant, and holding the point of his 
ſword to my throat, prepare yourſelf, ſaid be, 
for the mortal blow, or elſe give me your word 
of honour, never more to think of Portia, and 
to leave the ſerviee of the Marchioneſs de Chaves 
this very day. I made bim that promiſe, and 
kept it without regret. I was aſhamed to ap- 
pear again before my fellow ſervants aſter my 
defeat, eſpecially before: the Helen who had been 
the cauſe of our duel, I went home to fetch my 
money and cloaths, which having done, I ſet out 
the ſame day for Toledo, my purſe being pretty 
well furniſhed, and my back laden with a bun- 
ble, containing my whole wearing apparel. 
1 bough I was not under an obligation to leave 
Madrid, yet I thought it would de beſt to do fog. 
at leaſtfor ſome. years; and- formed. the reſolu- 


ki 7 . of making che tour of Spain, and ſtaying a 
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A youth of my accompliſhments need not fear 
betting plenty of places, whenever be chuſes to 


go in queſt of them. 


I was particularly defirous of atleg Toledo, 
where I arrived in three days. I took a lodging 


in a very good inn, where I paſfed for a gentle- 


man of conſequence, by means of the fine cloaths 
I wore, and the foppiſh airs I affeted. I might, 


if I pleaſed, have eſtabliſhed a correſpondence | 
with ſeveral handſome women who lived in the 
neighbourhood : but knowing that ſuch affairs 
were very expenlive, I bridled my defires, and 


feeling till a ſtrong inclination for travelling, 
after 1 bad ſeen every thing i in Toledo that was 
curious, I left it one morning at day-break, and 
took the road to Cuenga, with a deſign. to go to 
Arragon. On the ſecond day of my journey, I 


went into an inn on the road; and while I was 
"refreſhing myſelf, there came in a company of 
" alguazils, who calling for wine, fell a drinking. 
\ While they were over it, I heard them deſcribe 


a young man whom they had orders to arreſt. 
The gentleman, ſaid one of them, is not above 


twenty-three years of age; he has long black 
hair, a Roman noſe, a good ſhape, and is mounts 


ed upon a bay horſe. . 
I heard them, without este to ure at- 


tention to what they ſaid, and, indeed, ad 
not much concern myſelf about i err ! 
left them in the inn, and fer forward on my 
journey, and I was hardly got hai IS. 
when I met a genteef gentelman, mounts A 
ed on a cheſnut-coloured! bei + . forfoit ., © Þ 
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my Ne 8 1 to myfelf, if this is not the 
man the alguazils are in ſearch of: be has long 
black hair, and a Roman ncſe. 1 muſt do him 
a good office. Sir, fays I, give me leave to alk. 
you, if you have not ſome affair of honour upon 
your hands. The young gentleman, without 
making any reply, looked earneſtly at me, and 
ſeemed ſurprized at my queſtion. Upon which 


— 


'F affured him, that it was not out of curiolity _ 


that 1 had addreſſed him in this manner: and 
he was very well convinced of it, when T told 
him what I had heard in the inn. Generous 


ſtranger, ſaid he, I cannot help owning to you, 


that I have cauſe to believe it is me whom 
thoſe alguazils want to apprehend, and therefore 
will immediately take ſome other road, in order 


to avoid them. It is my opinion, replied 1 
that we feek out ſome place where you may be 


ſecure, and which may ſhelter us both from the 
ſtorm of rain which I ſee in the air, and which 
will burſt very ſoon. At that inftant we reach» 
ed a row of thick-ſpreading trees, which led us 
to the foot of a mountain, where we found an 
hermitage. 

It was a large deep grotto that time had eee 
in the mountain, to which human art added a 
kind of front made of pebbles aad chell-work, 
and covered all over with turf. The ground all 
abour it as embroidered with a thouſand ſorts 
hien perfumed the air, and near 


© 
3 meadow. 
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meadow. At the entrance of this ſolitary lodg- 
ing ſtood a venerable, hermit, who ſeemed de- 
preſſed with extreme old age. With a ſtaff in 
one hand he ſupported himſelf, and in the other 
be held a roſary of large beads, compoſed at leaſt 
of twenty ſtrings, His head was buried in a 
brown woollen cap with long ears to it, and his 
beard, which was whiter than ſnow, came down to 
his middle, When we approached him, Father, 
ſaid I, permit us to beg a ſhelter of you from the 
impending ſtorm, Come in, my children, replied 
the Anchorite, aſter having obſerved meattentive- 
ly, this hermitage is at your ſervice, and you 
may ſtay in it as long as you chuſe. As for your 
horſe, added he, be may be very well accommo- 
| 1 dated in that place, pointing to the fore part of 
bis habitation. The cavalier who was with me put 


his horſe where it was directed, and then ve 
followed the old man into the grotto. 
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5 i | Hardly were WE got in when there fell a great 7 
i Tag ſhower of rain, mingled with flaſhes of lightning 
1 


1 and dreadful claps of thunder. The hermit fell 
urxwon his knees before an image of St. Pacomo, 

j Which was faſtned to the wall, and we followed 

\ his example. Mean while the thunder ceaſed, 

and we got up; but the rain continuing, and 

night faſt approaching, the hermit ſaid to us, 

My children, I would not adviſe you to,proceed _ 

| | on your journey in ſuch weather, 8 4 1 
1 affairs are very preſſing. We,anſwered; that wer oil f ; 
1 | had none that hindred us fen e, that . 
if we did not incommode mime would — 1 3F 
leave to pals the night in . Gs a 6 10 tags? Lou 22 1 "| i 
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will not in the leaſt incommode me, ſaid the 
old man, but will have reaſon to complain of 


your lodging z for you mult lie hard, and I have 
no better than an Anchorite's repaſt to offer you. 


Thus ſaying, the holy man made us fit down 


at a little table, and preſenting us with a fer 


onions, a morſel of bread, and a jug of water, 


My ſons, ſaid he, you:ſee my ordinary repaſt ; 


but for your ſakes I will indulge myſelf a little 


to-day. He then: brought a ſmall cheeſe, and 
two handfuls of nuts, which he ſpread upon the- 
table. The young. gentleman, who» had no 
great appetite, did nat praiſe this food much . 
his eating; upon which the hermit obſerved to 
him, I perceive that you have been uſed to bet - 
tet tables than mine, or rather that ſenſuality 
has corrupred your natural taſte, I have lived: 
in the world, as you do now. The molt de- 
licate viands, the moſt gui r2agouts were 
hardly. good enough for me: but ſinee T lived: 
in ſolitude, I have reſtored my taſte to its ori> 
ginal purity, I at preſent can reliſh nothing 
but roots, fruits, and milky in a nee that: 
which our firſt patents lived upon. 
During the hermit's ſpeech, the young: 
gentleman ſunk into a profound reverie. The: 


old man perceived ir; and ſaid, My ſon, you 


have ſomething lies heavy upon your mind; 
may I not know what it is? Unboſom yourſelf: 
to me, it is not curioſity, but charity alone 

that animates my requeſt. My age enables me 
rhaps your ſituation re- 
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ſigbing, I have, doubtleſs," occaſion for advice; 
and fince you are fo kind as to offer me yours, 


1 will take it, I believe I run no riſk in diſco- 
vering myſelf to a man of your character. You 


may do it, my ſon, ſaid the old man, without 


any apprehenſion. I never reveal ſecrets that 


are intruſted to me. In this confidence the 
cavalier thus ſpoke. | ; 


SSSSSSSSEBISISIS 
3 CHAP. X. 


The Hitory of Doi Alphonſo and the amiable 


| Seraphina. b 


\ATH ER, I ſhall conceal nothing 4 
| you, nor from this gentleman; for after 
the eee he has ſhe wn me, I ſhould be to 
blame to diftruſt him. I will relate to you all 
my misfortunes. Madrid was the place of my 
nativity, and my origin is this: An officer of the 


German guards, called the Baron de Steinbach, 
going home. one evening, perceived at the foot 


of the ſtair- caſe a bundle of white linen. He 
took it up, and carried it to his wife's apart - 


ment, where he found it to be a new: born in- 
fant, wrepped up in very neat ſwaddling-cloaths, 


with a note, which declared that it. belonged to 


perſons of quality, who would one day make 
themſelves known; adding, that it bad been 3 1 
baptized, and was named Alphonſo... Lam br 4 2 ; 
unhappy child, and chat is all Þ can informa. Jo 
of my birth and ae _ I know. nat 


e e way 


that my mother may have expoſed me to enen 
her unlawful amours; or elſe, ſeduced by a per- 
jured lover, found herſelf under the cruel ne- 
ceſſity of diſowning her infant fon, Wt 
However it be, the Baron and his lady were 
touched with my ſituation, and having no child - 
ren, reſolved to bring me up under the name of 
Don Alphonſo, As I advanced in years, their | 
kindneſs for me increaſed. My flattering and 
complaiſant behaviour made them be every mo- 
ment careſſing me: in a word, I was ſo happy 
as to gain their love. They gave me all kinds 
of maſters; my education became their only 
| ſtudy; and far from being impatient to have my 
parents diſcover themſelves, they ſeemed, on 
the contrary, to wilff that my birth would al- 
ways remain a ſecret. As ſoon as the Baron 
ſaw me of an age fit to bear arms, he entered 
me in the ſervice, procured for me an enlign's 
commiſſion, gave me a ſuitable equipage, and, 
to animate me the more to ſearch out opportu- 
nities of acquiring glory, he repreſented to me, 
that the career of honour was free to all the 
world, and that in war I might obtain a name 
the more glorious, as I ſhould owe it to nothing 
but my own merit. At the ſame time he re- 
vealed the ſecret of my birth,. which till then he 
had kept concealed from me. As I paſſed for his ſon 
in Madrid, and did really take myſelf to be ſuch, 
4 own || this pieces of anime me a great 
; 1 nee I. am even yet aſhamed 
_ 1 8 0 . Phe more my ſentiments 


"| Ll. F 3 . ware werkes am ae deſcent, the great- | 


CS a a La As as es E. 


* : * 
* 
wv 4 * * 
f . : : \ 8 „ 8 ' x 4 
J . 1 : H E | ; , 4 7 O F 
4 I — = \ 8 * 5 2 3 
» g 5 : 
= 


et my confuſion is to ſee ample abandoned by 
thoſe who gave me birth. . 


1 went to ſerve in Flanders, but a Peace was 
concluded ſoon after, and Spain being rid of her 


F 


enemies, though not of thoſe who envied her 
proſperity, I returned to Madrid, where the 


Baron and his lady gave me freſh marks of ten- 
derneſs. About two months aſter my return, 
a little page came into my chamber cne morn- 


ing, and delivered me a letter, conceived pretty 
nearly in theſe words: © I am neither ugly nor 


ill-ſhaped, and yet you often behold. me at my 
window, without taking any notice of me. This 
behaviour but ill ſuits your gallant appearance; 
and I am fo vexed at it, that I wiſh I could in- 


ſpire you with love, to be revenged on 1 your in- 
difference. 


When I had peruſed this billet, 1 did not 


doubt but it came from a widow called Leo.» 


nora, who lived oppoſite to our houſe, and who 
had the reputation of being very coquettiſh. I 
"interrogated the little page, who was on the re- 
ſerve at firſt, but for a ducat which I clapped in- 
to his hand, he ſatisfied my curiolity. He even 
undertook to carry my anſwer, in which I in- 
formed his miſtreſs, that I acknowledged my 


crime, and that I found ſhe was an more 


than half revenged. 


I was not at all inſenſible of N * 


courtſhip; 1 kept the houſe all that dn and. 


was very careful to ſtand at r Wine that I. 
might obſerve- the ladyy | 
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ed my geſtures, and the very next 
day ſent me word by her page, that if I would 
be in the ſtreet between eleven and twelve 


o'clock, I might talk with her at a parlour-win- | 


dow. Though I was not much ſmitten with 
ſuch a forward widow, I did not fail to return 
a very paſhonate anſwer, and waited for night 


with 'as much impatience as if I had been really 


in love. In the evening I went out to walk in 


the Prado till the hour of appointment; and 
was no ſooner arrived at that place, than a man, 


mounted upon a fine horſe, alighted hard by me, 
and accoſting me very roughly, faid, Are not 


you the ſon of Baron Steinbach ? I am, anſwered 
IT. You are the perſon then, ſaid he, who in- 
tend to converſe with Leonora to-night at her 


window, Her page has ſhewn me her letters, 
and your anſwers, and I have followed you from 
your houſe hither, to let you know that you have 
a rival who ſcorns to diſpute a heart with ſuch 2 
one as you. 1 need ſay no more; we are here 
private enough. Let us draw therefore, unl 
to avoid your puniſhment you promiſe to bre 


off all correipondence with Leonora. Sacrifice 
to my demands the hopes you have concei 


or forteit your life this moment. Tou ought to 
have requeſted this ſacrifice, ſaid I, and not have 


demanded it; I might, perhaps, have granted 
it to your intreaty 3 en to n ant, en 
; 1 hs . . L 2 
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low as to intreat a man of your ſtation,” Moſt 
people of rank, were they in my place, would 
de revenged of you in a leſs honourable way. I 
was ſhocked with thefe Jaſt words, and ſeeing 
that he had already drawn his ſword, I drew 
mine alſo. We attacked each other ſo furiouſly, 


that the combat was ſoon at an end. Whether 


he behaved with too much heat, or 1 had more 


ſkill, I know not, but I preſently gave him a 


mortal wound, upon which I ſaw him ſtagger 
and fall. After this, thinking of nothing but 


how to eſcape, I mounted his horſe, and took 


the road to Toledo. I durſt not return to the 
| Baron's houſe, being well aſſured that my adven- 


ture would afflict him greatly ; ; and. when I con- 


ſidered the danger I was in, I thought I could 


not get from Madrid too ſoon. 

With theſe, and other melancholy reflexions, 
E rode the remaining part of the night, and all 
the morning: but about noon, I was obliged to 


ſtop to give my horſe ſome reſt, and to avoid: 
the heat, which grew inſupportable. I ſtaid 
therefore till ſun-ſet, after which I continued: 
my journey, reſolving to make but one ſtage to 
Toledo. LI had got two leagues beyond IIleſcas, 
when, about midnight, a ſtorm like this to-day 

ſurprized me in the middle of a field; upon 


which I drew near the walls of a garden which 
I ſpied at ſome diſtance, and not finding a more 


convenient ſhelter, ſtood with my horſe wes. f 
as ever I could to the door of the fummer- . ww” a 


ſituated at the end of a wall; androver which 


Was a balcony: As 5 ae 4 oo the: 2 * 
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found that it was open, which I aſcribed to the 
negligence of the ſervants, I alighted, and lefs 
out of curioſity, than to be out of the rain, 
which was very troubleſome, notwithſtanding the 
balcony which was over my head, I entered the 
ground - floor of the fummer-houſe with _ __ 
which I led by the bridle. - 

During the ſtorm, I employed 21 in ob- 
ſerving the place, and though I could diſtinguiſh 
. nothing but by the help of the lightning, yet it 
was eaſy to perceive that the houſe belonged to 
no mean perſon, I expected ſtill that the rain 
would ceafe, that I might be moving forward z 
but a great light that I obſerved at a diſtance 
made me change my reſolution. I left my 
horſe in the ſummer houſe, and to ſecure him 
ſhut the door; after which I advanced towards 
the light, perſuaded that ſome of the family were 
ſtill up, and reſolved to beg a lodging there for 
that night. Having gone through ſeveral alleys 
of trees, I arrived at a ſaloon, the door of which 
I found alſo open; I went in, and having ob- 
ſerved that this houſe was very magnificent, by 
means of a cryſtal branch lighted up, I did not 
doubt but it belonged to ſome rich nobleman. 
The pavement was of marble, the wainſcot ad- 
mirably well wrought and aitfully gilt, and the 
ceiling was painted by the moit ſkilful maſters. 
But what I obſerved molt particularly was a pro- 
_ digious number of buſts of Spanith heroes ſup- 
_ ported on—pedeſials ot jaſper, all round the ſa- 


EO loon. had full time to take particular notice 
1 _ oY a theſe . 5 , 66 L liſtened atten- 
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tizely, I neither heard; the leaſt noiſe, nor law a 
living creature appear. 

On one fide of the Gloon there was a boos up- 
on the jar, which I puſhed open, and perceived* 
a range of rooms, and no light in any of them 
but the laſt W hat ſhall I do ? ſaid I ro myſelf ;. 
ſhall I go back to my horſe, or boldly advance- 


to that room? I concluded that the moſt judici- 
| ous ſtep would. be to go back. But I could not 


reſt my curiolity, or rather the force of deſtiny, 


that hurried me along in ſpite of my y reaſon. I 


advanced from one room to another, until 1 ar- 


rived at that-in which there was a candle bur- 
ning on a marble table in a filver candleftick. 


gilt, The furniture was all vaſtly noble and e- 


legant; but my eyes were ſoon drawn off from: 


that, when caſting my eyes upon a bed, the cure 


tains of which were hali drawn on account of. 


the heat, I ſaw a young lady, who, notwithſtand- 
ing the dreadful noiſe of the thunder, lay in a. 
protound ſleep. I ſtept ſoftly towards her, and. 


by the light which was in the room, diſcovered» 


a complexion and features that quite dazzled me. 
The fight of ſo much beauty diſordered my ſpi- 


rits. I felt my ſoul ſmitten and tranſported ;. 
but whatever conſlraint I put upon myſelf, the 


opinion I had of her high rank hindered me 
from forming a raſb thought, and reſpeQ pre- 
vailed over inclination. While I'was. indulg- 


ing mylcit with the Pony of. SOREN a 
her beauty, ſhe awoke, L 


You may eaſily imagine. a was OE, 8 ; 
Prize, when ſhe bebe a e man in der 
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cs; at midgight. | She ſhricked aloud 


when ſhe. ſaw me. I endeavoured. to remove 
| her ſear, and kneeling before het, ſaid,, Madam, 


be not aftaid; I am not come hithet to do you | 


the lealt i ipjury. 1 was going on, but her con- 

fiernation was ſuch, that ſhe did not bear. me. 
dhe called her women, and nobody | anſwering 
her, ſhe put on a thin night gown. which lay up- 
on her bed, jumps out, and runs through all 
the rooms that 1 had .crofſed, {till calling: her 


}\ 


maids aud a younger ſiſter who was under her 


care. I every moment expected to ſee all her 
ſcrvants appear, and had reaſon to -appiebend, 
that without being heard I ſhould; meet with ve> 
ry diſagrecable treatment; but by good fortune 


nobody came at all her calling, but an aged do- C7 | 


meſtic, who could not have given her much aſſt- 


ſtance if there had been any danger. Neverthe- 
leſs, growing more reſolute by nis prefence, ſhe 
aſked me ſternly who I was, and how I durſt 
break into her houſe. 1. then began to juſtify 


myſelf, and had no ſooner told ber that I found 


the ſummer-houſe door open, than ſhe cried. 


out, Juſt. heaven ! what a misfortune do. L fu 
pe& ! | 


Thus faying, ſhe ok the candle off the BP 
and ſearching every room in the houſe, could 


ſee neither, her, maids nor her ſiſter, but obſerv- 


cad that they had carried off all their. baggage. 
den her ſuſpicions appearing but too certain, 


ſhe game ie me very much enraged, and ſaid, 


4 Perfidious wretch, add not diſimulation to treach» 


1 e ; . was not «by cc you got into the 


houſe. 
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| houſe, You belong to Don Fernando EY Ley- 
va, and are an aſſociate in his crimes ; but do 
not hope to eſcape, I bave ſtill people enough 5 
left to ſecure thee. Madam, anſwered I, do not 


confound me with your enemies. I do not fo 


much as know Don Fernando de Leyva, and am 


even ignorant of your name and quality, I am 


zan unhappy wretch driven from Magrid by an 


affair of honour ; and I ſwear'by all that is facred, 
that I would not have entered your houſe, had 1 
Not been caught by the rain. Judge, therefore, - 
more favourably of me, and inſtead of believing 
me an accomplice in offending. you, think me ra- 


ther diſpoſed to revenge your cauſe. Theſe laſt 
words, and the tone with which they were ut- 
terred, appeaſed the lady, who ſeemed no longer 
to look upon me as an enemy: but if her indig- 


nation vaniſhed, it was only to make way for 


her grief ; I was moved by her tears, and was no- 
leſs afflifted than herſelf, although I was igno⸗ 


rant of the cauſe of her ſorrow. I was not con- 
tented with only joining with her in her grief; 
impatient to revenge her wrongs,” I was ſeized 
with a tranſport of fury. Madam, cried I, what 
injury have you received ? Speak, I eſpouſe your 
cauſe, Shall I vj Don Fernando, and 
Pierce him to the heart? Name me all thoſe 


you would have ſacrificed to your reſentment. 


Command my ſervice,” Whatever dangers. 
whatever misfortunes lie in the way, that [trans - 
ger whom you thought corfederate with your e 

nemies will Sau run i eee 1 "aj or Pho 
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The lady was ſurprized at this tranſport, and 
ſtopped the courſe of her tears. Ah, Sir, cried 


ſhe, pardon my ſufpicion, on account of the cruel 


ſitnation in which I ame Theſe generous offers 


| have undeceived Seraphina; and even freed me 


from the ſhame of having a ſtranger witneſs to 


the affront put upon my family. Yes, Sir, 1 


acknowledge my fault, and am far from rejeCt- 
ing your aſſiſtance. But the death of Don Fer- 
nando is not what I aſk, Well, madam, replied 


I, what other ſervices can I do you? Sir, an- 


fwered Seraphina, the reaſon of my complaint i 18 
this: Don Fernando de Leyva is in love with 
my ſiſter Julia, whom he accidentally faw at To- 


ledo, where we generally live. About three 


months ago, he aſked her in marriage of the 


Count de Polan my father, who refuſed his con- 


ſent, on account of an old enmity ſubſiſting be- 


_ tween our families, My fifter is not yet fifteen, 


and has certainly been ſo weak as to followW 


women's advice, whom Don Fernando Wa | 


doubtleſs bribed ; and he, informed of our bein 


by ourſelves in this country houſe, has taken the "PE. 


opportunity to run away with Julia. I want there- 


fore to know whither he has carried her, that 
my father and brother, who have been at Ma- 
drid thefe two months, may take their meaſures 


accordingly, For heaven's ſake, added ſhe, give 


yourſelf the trouble to ſearch the neighbourhood. 
of Foledo, and to make an exact enquiry about 
the raviſher. „ My family will be eternally IN» - 


debe to ou for this piece of ſervice. 
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ment which ſhe preſcribed for me was by no 

means proper for one who could not get out of 
Caſtile too ſoon; but how ſhould ſhe think of 
that, when I myſelf torgot it? Delighted with 


the happineſs of finding myſelf neceſſary to the 
moſt amiable woman in the world, I gladly ac- 


cepted the commiſſion, and promiſed to acquit 
myſelf with equal diligence and zeal, In ef- 
fect, 1 did not defer the execution of my pro» 
miſe even ſo long as till it was day. I that mo · 


ment left Seraphina, conjuring her to pardon 


me for the fright I had occaſioned, and afſured 
ber ſhe ſhould quickly hear from me. I went 
out as I had come in; but with my thoughts ſo 
full of the lady, that it was not diſſicult for me 


to perceive I was already captivated by her beau- 


ty. I was the more confirmed'in this, by the- 
eagerneſs I felt in. ſerving her, and the amorous 
chimeras I formed in my mind. I fancied that 
Seraphina, though plunged in ſorrow, bad obſers- 
ed my growing paſſion, and perhaps with ſome 
etl Pleaſure : and I even imagined that if I 
could bring her any tidings of her ſiſter, and this 
affair ſhould come to a happy concluſion, the. 
whole would redound to my honour. 

Here Don. Alphonſo interrupted the a+ 
of his ſtory, and ſaid to our venerable hoſt, E 
beg pardon, father, if, too ſull of my paſſion, I _ 
enlarge upon circumſtances, which undoubtedly: 


ſeem tedious to you. No, my ſon, replied the. = 
Ancborite, they are far from eig „ 


tber 160 I know bow, ns 20 zu are 9 ich Whigs 


Gnas wy 


young lady, becauſe I may know 60% to regu- 
late my advice accordingly, _ 

My head being full of theſe flattering ideas, 
reſumed the young gentleman, I was two days in 
ſearch of Julia's raviſher; but notwithſtanding 
all my diligence, I could not diſcover the leaſt 
traces of him. Greatly mortified at having rea- 
ped no fruit from my reſearches, I returned to 
Seraphina, whom I feared I ſhould find in the vt- 
moſt anxiety : but ſhe was much more tranquil 
than I could hope, and informed me that ſhe had 
been more ſucceſsful than I; that ſhe knew what. > 
was become of her fiſter, having received a let- 
ter from Don Fernando himſelf; wherein he 
told her, that being privately married to Julia, 
he had placed her in a convent at Toledo. A; a 

; have ſent this letter to my father, added Sera- 

| phina. I hope the affair will terminate in an 

amicable manner, and that aſolemn marriage will 
ſoon put an end to the hatred which has fo ug. 

| divided our families. ; 

' After the lady had told me this, he 2 an 

| apology” for the trouble the had given me, and 
the danger to which ſhe had expoſed me, by en- 
gaging me to purſue a raviſher, without temem - 
bring I had told ber that I was obliged to fly, 


1 on account of an affair of honour. She excuſed 
 berſelf for this fault in the mol obliging terms; 
Al and as T had need of reſt, carried me into a pat - 
| lotity\ where we tat down together. She bad on. 
f ORR night-gown of white taffety with black ſtripes, 
* BY | 15 with a little har of the ſame ſilk adorned with 
j 3 | black 1 hich made me gueſs that ſhe 
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was a widow ; though ſhe appeared ſo young, 
that I hardly knew how to think her ſo. If I 
longed for an explanation on this head, ſhe was 
no leſs curious to know who I was; accordingly, 
ſhe begged that I wouJd tell her my name, not. 
| doubting, as ſhe ſaid, that by my noble mien, 
and eſpecially the generous pity I had ſhewn 
for her intereſts, I belonged to ſome conſiderable 
family. I was not a little embarraſſed at this 
queſtion : I bluſhed, and was confounded ; but 
thinking it leſs ſhame to lie than to tell the 
truth, I anſwered, I was the ſon of the Baron de 

Steinbach, an officer in the German guards.- 
And' what is the reaſon, replied the lady, that 
you quitted Madrid? I may venture to promiſe _ 
you what interelt either my father or brother Don 
Gaſpard have at court: that is the leaſt mark of 
gratitude I can ſhew to a gentleman who to 
ſerve me has neglefted | the care of his own life, 
I did not ſcruple in the leaſt to recount to her 
all the circumſtances of my duel. She blamed 
very much the gentleman whom I had flain, and 
promiſed me the e of her whole fami- 
ly. 

g Having ſatisfied ble curioky, I begs ged Iu 
to gratify mine, and aſked her if her faith were 
engaged or free. Three years ago, replied ſhe, 
my father obliged me to marry. Don Diego de 
Lara, and I have been a widow fifteen months. 
W hat misfortune, madam, laid I deprived you 


ſo loon of your huſband? I wall tell you, Sir, re- T 3 1 
ſumed ſhe, in return for the conlidence 7 have, - hp 


repoſed 1 in me. 


ap" mY L 5 L AS” ud 


Don Diego de Lara; wes 8 very genteel Cava» 
lier; but though he had a violent paſſion for me, 
and, in order to pleaſe me, daily put in practice 
| all that the tender and paſſionate lover could: 
think of to make himſelf agreeable to the wo- 
man he loves; in ſhort, though he poſſefied a 
thouſand good qualities, yet he could not touch 
my heart. Love is not always the effect of aſ- 
ſiduities or well-known metit: but alas? added 
ſhe, an utter ſtranger often enchants us at firſt 
ſight. Well, it was not in my power to love 
bim. I was more. confounded than charmed 
with the marks of his paſſion; and if I ſome» 
times in ſecret accuſed myſelf of ingratitude, I 
| likewiſe found my own fituation very unhappy». 
Unluckily for him, as well as for me, his delica- 
cy exceeded his love. He diſcovered in my actions 
and diſcourſe my moſt private thoughts, and div - 
ed to the very bottom of my ſoul. He was e- 
very moment complaining of my indifference, 
and deemed himſelf the more unhappy in not be- 
ing able to win my heart, becauſe he very well 
knew there was no rival in the way: for I was 
hardly ſixteen, and, before he made his addreſ- 
ſes to me, he had gained over all my women, who 
aſſured him that nobody elſe had been before- 
band with him in my affection. Yes, Seraphi - 
na, be would frequently ſay to me, I wiſh you. 
| had, been prepoſſeſſed in favour of another, and 
that were the only cauſe of your coldneſs to me. 
My alliduicies and your own virtue would 
_ triumph aver ſuch dos; but I deſpair of 
; nab Forget. of mor. heart, ünce it re- 
1 ä mains 
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mains untouched by all the love I have ſhewn. 
Being weary of hearing the ſame things ſo often 
repeated, I told him, that, inftead of troubling 
bis repoſe and mine by too much delicacy, he 
would do well to leave his grievances to time. 

And indeed, at my age, I was not very capable 
of taſting the refinemehts of ſuch a delicate paſ- 
ſion; ſo that Diego ought to have taken my ad- 
vice. But at a whole year's end, finding him- 
ſelf juſt where he was at firſt, he loſt all patience, 
or rather his reaſon ; and pretending to have an 
affair of conſequence at court, he went to Flan- 
ders as a volunteer, where he ſoon found in battle 
that which he went to ſeek, ones; the end of 
his life and miſeries. 

The lady having favoured me with this rela- 
tion, our diſcourfe turned upon the ſingular cha- 
ractet of her huſband, We were interrupted by 
the arrival of a courier, who delivered to Sera- 

_phina a letter from the Count de Polan. She 

alked my permiſſion to read it, and as ſhe peruſ- 

ed it ſhe trembled and grew pale. Aſter baving 
| finiſhed it, ſhe liſted up her eyes to heaven, fetch- 
ed a deep bgb, and her face was in a moment 
covered with tears. I could not ſee her grief 
withcuc uneaſineſs; and I was greatly diſ- 
turbed, and as if IJ had preſaged the misfortune 
that was approaching, felt myſelf chilled with a 
mortal dread. Madam, ſaid I with a great deal 


of emotion, may I alk what new calamity” that, | 
note acquaints you with? Ibere, Sir, replied mw” ” 


Seraphina in a melancholy” manner, giving me 
the letter, do you your 1008; 97 885 . . 
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ther writes.“ Alas! you are but too wich concern · | 
ed in it. | 1 „ 
Her words confounded me, and I took is lets 
ter trembling, in which were the following 
words: | , | 
ESTERDAY your brother Don Gaſpard 
« Fj} fought a duel in the Prado, in which = 
© he received a mortal wound, and died this - -_ 
© day, He declared in his laſt moments, that _ 
<« the gentleman who killed him is ſon to the 1 
« Baron de Steinbach, an officer in the German _— 
guards. What adds to the misfortune is, 5 
„ that the murderer has eſcaped me by flight: 
ce but let him hide himſelf where he will, 1 
„ ſhall ſpare no pains to find him out; Tam 
* going to write to ſome governers, who will 
© not fail to apprehend him, if he paſſes through 
«© any town in their juriſdiction ; and by letters 
« directed to other people, I hope to block vp 
6 all the ry he can poſhbly take. 


he LON 5 40 Pol. AN.“ 


You may eaſily judge 81 what diſorder this 
billet threw me. I for ſome moments tremain- 
ed without either ſenſe or motion; and even in 
the midſt of this depreſſion perceiving what 
a fatal obſtruction ' the death of Don 'Gal- 

pard would be to my love, was ſeized 
with the moſt violent deipair. - I threw 
myſelf at Seraphina's feet, and preſenting her 
_my een e Madam, faid I, fave your fa- 
they the 22 of 8 a 1 who' elſe” 
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may eſcape his ſtricteſt ſearch: Revenge your 


brother, by facrificing bis murderer with your 


own hand. Strike, madam, and let this very 
ſword, which deprived him of life, become 
fatal to his unfortunate adverſary. Sir, anſwered 
Serzphina, affected with my behaviour, I loved 


Don Gaſpard ; therefore, although you have! kil- 
led him honourably, and he brought the misfor- 
tune upon himſelf, yet you muſt needs believe 1 
join with my father in his reſentment, "Yes, 


Don Alphonſo, I am your enemy, and will act 


againſt you every thing that the friendihip I ow» 


ed my brother requires of me: but Iwill not take 


advantage of Jour ill-fortune, notwithſtanding it 


delivers jou into my hands. The ſame honour 
that arms me againſt you, forbids. my reveng- 
ing myſelf baicly, The rights of hoſpitality 


aught to be inviolable, and therefore I will 


not repay the ſervice you have done me, 


with the conduct of an aſſaſſin. Fly, and if poſſi- 


ble eſcape our purſuit and the rigour of the laws, 
and ſave your lite from its impending danger. 
What, madam, replied J, when you can re- 


' verge yourſelf, do you leave it to the Jaws, 


which perhaps will deceive your. reſentment ? 
Ah, ratber pierce the heart of, a wretch that 
des net deſerve your pity, No, madam, do 


not obſerve ſo generous a proceeding towards 


me. You know not who Lam; all Madrid be 
lieves me to be the ſon ol the Baron de Stein- 
bach, and 1 am no other. than an. unfortunate .. 
foundling, ,, whom he has brought up out of. 
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zuthors of my being. No matter, interrupted 


Seraphina with precipitation, as if theſe laſt 


words had given her new pain, were you the 


very outcaſt of mankind, I would do what ho- 


nour preſcribes. Well then, madam, ſaid I, 


fince not even the death of a brother can pro- 


voke you to ſhed my blood, I will ſtir up your 
hatred by a new crime, the audacity of which 


I hope you will never excuſe ; I am greatly in 
love with you. I could not behold your 
charms without being dazzled with them; and 
notwithſtanding the obſcurity of my birth, had 
entertained the hope of making you mine for 
ever. I was ſo far in love, or rather vain, as 
to flatter myſelf that heaven, which perhaps fa / 
vours me by concealing my origin from me, 
would one day diſcloſe it to me, when I ſhould, 
without being aſhamed, be able to tell my 


name. Do you therefore till heſitate” to pu- 


niſh me after I have made fo bold a confeſſion ? 
At any other time, replied the lady, I would 
undoubtedly have been offended at this raſh ' 
declaration; but I pardon it at preſent, in con- 
fideration of the diforder you ate in. Let me 


therefore once more intreat.you, Don Alphon- 
ſo, added ſhe, letting drop ſome tears, to leave 


this place. Fly from a houſe you have filled 


with ſorrow; for every moment you remain 


here increaſes my affliction. I no longer reſiſt, 


Mae, replied I riſing, J muſt baniſh myſelf © 
| _ from you. "Butdo not imagine I ſhall be ſo care» 
13 Ful of pboc, as to go and ſcek 
bi: 8 oy lum, where, I. can be ſecure. No, I am 
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entirely devoted to your reſentment. I will 
go to Toledo, wait with impatience for the 
fate you decree, and by delivering myſelf up 
to your purſuits, advance willingly to the period 
of all my woes. ö 

Thus ſaying, I withdrew. My horſe was 
brought out for me, and. immediately repaired 
to Toledo, where I ſtaid eight days; and truly 


was at fo little pains to conceal myſelf, that 1 
am amazed J was not ſeized; for I cannot be- 


lieve that the Count de Polan, whoſe chief care 
was to ſhut up all the paſſages againſt me, 


ſhould have no manner of ſuſpicion of my being 


at Toledo. In ſhort, I leſt that city yeſterday, 

where I ſeemed to be tired of liberty, and with= 
out minding where I went, am come to this 
_ hermitage, like a man who has nothing to be 
afiaid of, Having thus, father, made you ac- 


quainted with the cauſe of my ſorrow, I intreat 


that you would give me the beſt advice you can. 


CHAP. XU 


Who the venerable Hermit appeared to be, and how . 
Gul Blas diſcovered that he was among his Ac> 
hintages. 

X 0 N Alphonſo WW anime has ati 

7 choly recital of his eie the aged 


3 
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hecinbt thus ſpoke. to him: you; have: been. very, 


im prudent, * longs in eie 0 Jang at Toledo. 5 


* 25 © 
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Every tbing you have related appears to me in a 
quite different light than it does in your eyes, 
and your love for Seraphina is mere madneſs. 
You muſt do your utmoſt to forget that lady, who 
in all probability will never be yours. Yield 
therefore, with a good grace, to the obſtacles 
which part you from her, and ſubmit to your 
ſtars, which ſeem to promiſe you abundance of 
adventures. You will, undoubtedly, find fome 
other young lady, who will make the ſame im- 
pre ſſion 5 5 you, and whoſe brother Jou have 
not killed. 
He was going to ena in his extibrtdratite: 
to Don Alphonſo, when we ſaw another hermit, 
laden with a wallet well ſtuffed, enter the her- 
mitage. He was juſt arrived from making a ga- 
thering in the cicy of Cuenca, where he had 
been very ſucceſsful. He appeared to be young» 
er than his companion, and wore a red | buſhy 
beard. Welcome, brother Anthony, (aid the 
reverend hermit to him; what news from town? 
Bad enough, anſwered the brother with the red 
hair, giving him a letter; that billet will inform 
you. The anchorite, having opened and read it 
with all the attention it deſerved, cried, God be 
praiſed! Since the plot is diſcovered, we mult, 
regulate our conduct accordingly. Let us now 
talk in another ſtyle, continued be. You ſee a 
man, Signior Don Alphonſo, who is, like your- 
_ elf, the foot ball of fortune. I am informed from 
| Cuenga, which is s town about a league diſtant 
_ fromithis plageythat fomebody has given the ma- 
_ [piltrates. a nototious ch ra 


er of me, and that 
their 
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their agents are to ſet out to-morrow for this 
hermitage, to lay hold of my perſon : but they 
ſhall not find the hare in the gin. I have before 


now been in the ſame perplexity; but, thank God! 


I have almoſt always extricated myſelf like a 
man of wit and contrivance. I will now ſhew 
myſelf in another ſhape, for, let me look _ 

I will, L am neither a hermit nor an old man. A 
After he had thus ſpoken, he pulled off vob #þ 
robe which he wore, and underneath it appeared 3 
a doublet of black ſerge with flaſhed fleeves. He 1 
then pulled off bis cap, untied a packthread N 

which held on his falſe” beard, and all of a ſud- 


den, aflumed the figure of a man about twenty» 


eight or thirty years of age. Brother Anthony, 
aſter his example, threw off his bermit's habit, 
pulled off his beard- in the ſame manner as his 


companion had done, and took out of an old Lo 


wooden box a ſhabby ſhort. caffock, with which 
he cloathed bimſelf. ut imagine how much I 
was ſurprized, when, in the perſon of the old 
hermit, I recollected Signior Don Raphael; and, 
in brother Anthony, my molt dear and truſty va- 
let Ambroſe de Lamela! Bleſs me! cried I, I 
find I am among old acquaintance, Indeed you 
are, dignior Gil Blas, ſaid Raphael ſmiling; you 
have here met with a couple of your friends 
when you leaſt expected it. I confeſs you have 
ſome reaſon to complain of us; but forget what 
is paſt, and thank heaven for ouraneeting agen, 
Ambroſe and myſelf are entirely at your n 4 3 
tion; and I can tell you, OU ate not fo 3 35 (| 
contemptible, Loi OED not e uy. as eworſt: 
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of 3 we neither aſſault nor commit mure 


der; and if theſt be a crime, neceſſity excuſes 
the injuſtice. Aſſociate | yourſelf witb us, and 
lead a rambling life. I can tell*y6u it is very 
pleaſant, when conducted with prudence. Ne- 


vertheleſs, in ſpight of all our ſagacity, the chain 


of ſecond cauſes does now and then bring upon 
us a few unlueky adventures: but, no mat- 
ter; we enjoy the good with the better reliſh 
on that very account. We are accuſtomed 
to change of W and the vieiſheudes odd 


fortune. 
Signior 8 e tha falſe es ad- 


dreſſing himſelf to Don Alphonſo, we make you 


the ſame offer, which confidering your preſence 


fituation, L think you ought not to refuſe; for not 


to mention the affair that obliges you to conceal 


yourſelf, I dare ſay you are not maſter of a great 
deal of ready caſh. No, really, replied Don Al- 
phonſo, and that, I own, encreaſes my chagrin: 
Well then, ceplied Don, Raphael, join with us: 
you cannot do better. You {ſhall want nothing; 
and we will engage to baffle all the ſearch of your 
enemies. We are ſo accuſtomed to ramblings 
that we know every inch of ground in Spain! 
We are acquainted with all the woods, mountains, 
and other places proper for an aſylam againſt 
the. brutality.of juſtice. Don Alphonſo thanks. 
ed them for their good will, and being actually 
without reſource, reſolved to accompany them. 


* the ſame determination, becauſe I did 


not gate to leave the young Enden for whom 


5353 
. 


to Pare, we began to deliberate whether we ſhould 
ſet out immediately, or firſt have a ſtroke or two 
at a bottle full of excellent wine, which brother 
Anthony had brought the day before from Cu : 
ença: but Raphael, as a man of the greateſt ex- 
perience amongſt us, repreſented that we ſhould 
in the firſt place think of our ſafety; that we 
had better travel all night, in order to get toa 
very thick wood between Villardeſa and Almo- 
dabar, and there we might halt and ſpend the 
day in reſt and quietneſs, This opinion was 
followed, and the falſe hermits made two bun- 
dles of what things and proviſions they had there, 
and put them like panniers upon Don Alphen- 
To's horſe, This was done very expeditiouſly, 


penctrated into the thickeſt part of it, and ſtop- 


* 
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All of us agreeing to go together, and not 


and we began to be Jogging away from the 
hermitage, leaving as a prey to juſtice the 
two hermit-gowns, with the white and red 
beards, two little beds, a table, a rotten cheſt, 
two old matted. chaits, and the image of St. 
Pacomo. | | 
We travelled all night, 1 began to find our- 
ſelves very much fatigued, when at break of day 
we ſaw the wood to which we were bound. We 


ped at a very agreeable place, upon a green ipot 
of graſs, ſurrounded with ſeveral towering oaks, . 
whoſe interwoven branches formed an umbrage- 
ous arch, which the ſun, in its , greateſt heat, 
could not penetrate, Here we unbridled the horſe 


to let him feed, after we had unloaded; Sg 3 1 
| We ſat down togeraghz ang 9 out '% brothec- 


0 
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Anthony's wallet ſore: large pieces of bread, 
with ſeveral bits of roaſted meat, and to it we 
fell, as if for a wager. | Nevertheleſs, in ſpite of 
our appetites, we left off eating to embrace the 4 
bottle, which never ſtood ſtill, but paſſed incet- 17 | 
ſantly round from one to another. 3 
Having finiſhed our repaſt, Don Raphael M A 
to Don Alphonſo, Signior Cavalier, after the 
confidence you have repoſed in me, ir is but juſt 
that I recount to you the hiſtory of my life with 
the ſame freedom, It will give me great plea- 
ſure, ſaid the young gentleman. And me in 
particular, cried I; for I am very impatient to 
know your 1 which are, 1 dare ſay, 21 
| ſomewhat extraordinary, So they are, I can pro- 
miſe you, replied Raphael; and I intend to com- 
mit them to writing one day. That ſhall be 
the amuſement of my old age; for I am yet but 
young, and would ſwell the volume a little big- 
ger: but at preſent we are fatigued, let us re- 
freſh ourſelves with a few hours of ſleep. While 
we three reſt, Ambroſe will be upon the watch, 
for fear of ſome ſurpriſe, and then he may ſleep 
in his turn. Though T believe we are very ſafe 
in this place, yet it is good to be upon our guard. 
Thus ſaying, he ſtretched himſelf out upon the 
graſs, Don Alphonſo did the ſame, and Lamela 
ſtood centinel. 
. Don Alphonſo, inſtead of taking FE repoſe, 
deu 0 ruminating upon his misfortunes; and 1 
could not cloſe an eye. As for Don Raphael, 
"OT * 9 tell 8 but * an hour e - 
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The iftory of Don Raphael, „ 
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AM the ſon of an actteſs at Madrid, Who 
was famed for her active qualifications, but 

much more for her pallive. As for my father, 
I cannot, without.preſumption, aſſume any one 


_ 1n- particular. A. perſon of quality was in love 


with Eaeinda, for fo my.mother was called, when 


wa norm; pat that epocha would by no means 
; We. bs: 


Ke 
— : 3 
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be a convincing proof that bY was the author of 


my birth. A woman of my mother's profeſſiow 


is fo little to be truſted, that even while ſhe ſeems 
to have all imaginable ſondneſs for one noble- 


man, ſhe almoſt always ſubſtitutes in his place 


fome other perſon for his money, 


There is nothing like ſetting one's ſelf above 
ſcandal. Lucinda, inſtead of bringing me up at 


home in obſcurity, took me by the hand without 
ceremony, and led me ta the theatre, without 


giving herſelf the leaſt trouble about people's 
talk. In ſhort, I was her darling, and careſſed 
by all the men that came to her hovufe, ſo much, 


that it ſeemed as if nature pleaded wk them in 
my behalf, 


I was allowed to ſpend the firſt twelve years 


of my life in all kinds of idleneſs. She ſcarce 
taught me to read and write; much leſs inform- 
ed me of the principles of 1 I learned 
only to dance, fing, and play on the guitar, This 
was the ſum of my qualifications, when the Mar- 
quis de Leganez would needs have me to be a 
companion to his only ſon, a youth much about 
my age. Lucinda readily complied with his 
requeſt, and then it was I began to have ſerious 
thoughts. The young gentleman was no great- 
er a proficient than myſelf: he did not feem qua- 
lified by nature for a philoſopher. He could 


hardly ſay his Chriſt-croſs-row, though he had 
had a preceptor fiiteen months. His other ma- 
| ters ſucceeded no better: he quite tired them 


our. They were not permiieg uſe any. 


verities _—_ him: ey has, ec to: IR 
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him, but not torment him; and this prohis 
bition, joined to little maſter's natural indif- 
poſition to E rendered all their endeavours | 
vain. 
But the preceptar invented a pretty expat 
to terrify the young lord without contradiQting 
his father's orders. He took a reſolution to- 
whip me, forſooth, whenever young Leganez 
deſerved puniſhment z nor did he fail to do as 
he reſolved. I did not at all reliſh this expedi- 
ent of his: therefore I ran away, and com- 
plained to my mother of ſuch unjuſt treatment. 


Whatever natural tenderneſs ſhe had for me, ſhe 
Was ſodiſcreet, as not to be overcome by my tears: 


and conſidering that it was a great advantage for 
her ſon to live with the Marquis of Leganez, 


preſently ſent me back again. And now you 


ſee me once again in the preceptor's clutches ! 


The good man finding his invention had pro» 


duced a good effect, continued to flog me inſtead 


of my lord, and, in order to make the deeper 


impreſſion upon his lordſhip, he laid it upon 
my worſhip thick and threefold. I was ſute to 
pay every day for young Leganez; and I can 


ſafely ſay my young maſter did not learn one let- 


ter of the alphabet but what coſt me a hundred 
laſhes at the leaſt ; judge you how much his 
grammar coſt me. 


W hipping was not the only diſagreeable thing 
I was to endure in ihe family: as I was known 


_ _ to Everybody, the meaneſt of the ſervants, the 
P ver feullions, reproached me with my birth. 
- This 6 ö dened 8 — N 925 I ran away with 

r on. what 
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what ready money I met with belonging to the 
preceptor, which might amount to a hundred and 


fifty ducats: and thus revenged myſelf for the 


undeſetved ſtripes he had given me. "This trick, 


though it was the firſt I ever tried my hand at, 15 


managed with a great deal of ſubtilty; and had 
the cunning to clude the ſtrict ſearch that was 


made for me two days running. I quitted Ma- 
drid, and went to Toledo, ee veing mepffen 


by any body. 


I was then near fifteen years of age. Q 


what pleaſure it is to be, at that age, inde- 
pendent, lord of one's ſell, accountable to none; 
like the firſt man in paradiſe alone! I ſoon 
contracted acquaintance with ſome young fel- 


lows, who poliſhed me up, and ſoon helped 
me off with my ducats. LI afterwards affoct= 


ated myſelf with knights of the. poſt, who ſo 
well cultivated my happy diſpoſition, that in 
a little time I was at the head of that noble 
order. At the end of five years I was ſeiz- 
ed with a deſite to travel: I took leave of my 


comtades, and being deſirous to begin my tra- 


vels through Eſtremaduta, I ſet my face towards 
Alcantara; but ere I got thither, an opportuni- 
ty offered of exerciſing my talents, and I did not 


let it eſcape. Being a- oot, and loaded too with 


a very heavy knap I ſtopt every now and then. 


to reſt me under the trees, which invited-me with 


their ſhady boughs at ſome liche lenz rom 


the highway. ES. OO 


I found two young lads conjure veil RY — 4 


ſantly together in one G thele Fellipg Pn and 
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taking the freſh air upon the green graſs. I 


a courteouſſy ſaluted them, and entered into diſ- 


courſe with them, which they did not ſeem at 


all diſpleaſed with. The oldeſt: of the two was 
not. fifteen, Ihey were very frank with me: 


Signior Cavalier, ſaid the youngeſt to me, we 


are ſons of two wealthy citizens in Placentia, 
and being very defirous to ſee the kingdom of 
Portugal „to ſatisfy- our curioſity, have made-bold 


each of us to take a hundred piſtoles from our fa- 
thers. Though we go a- foot, this money will 


carry. us a great way, as we (hail manage its 
What is your opinion of this matter F? If I had 


as much, ſaid I, I ſhould know no end of my tra- 


vels I would vifit every quarter. of the world, 
The duce ! two hundred piitoles !. Why, it _ 
an immenſe ſum. of moncy, and you will never 
be able to ſpend it. It it be agreeable to you, 
gentlemen, adds I, I will do myſeli the honour 
to accompany you as far as the city of Almeria, 
where I am going to take poſleſſion of the eſtate 


of an uncle who went and ſettled there about 
twenty years fnce. 


1 be yuung cits, told me @ * . he: very 
glad of my company. Theretore when we had 
relied ouriclves a little, we directed our march 


to e SRD whither we arrived a good while 


before night, and went to he belt, inn. We 
aſked tor a room, and they the ed us one where- 
in was a, cloſet which had a lock and key to it. 


We ordered: ſupper z. and while it was getting 
ready, I'propoied de my comrades to go take a 
1 walk in the town. They an 1825 


We 


"of 
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We locked up our knapſacks in the cloſet, the key- 


of which one of the cits put in his pocket, and 
out we went. We looked into ſeveral of the 
churches, and while we were in the greateſt, I 
pretended ſuddenly to have forgot an affair of 
conſequence, and ſaid, Gentlemen, I have this 
moment recollected that a friend of mine of To- 


ledo charged me to deliver a certain meſſage to a 
tradeſman that lives near this church, I beg you 
would wait for me here. I will be back in a 


moment. With this 1 left them. I ran to the 
inn, flew to the cloſet, forced open the lock. and 


ſearching in the knapſacks of my young ſparks, 
found all their piſtoles. Poor ſouls! I did not 


leave them one to pay for their lodging. After 
this, I quitted the town as faſt as poſſible, and 
took the road to Merida, without troubling 8 
any fai ther about them. 

This adventure enabled me to travel very a- 
greeably. Though young, I found myſelf ca- 


pable of conducting myſelf prudently. I may. 
ſay, that for my age I was as apt as any body. 
Having reſolved to buy a mule, I put my reſo- 


lution in practice at the next village. I alſo, 
turned my knapfack into a portmanteau, and bes» 
gan to take a little more upon me. The third 


day 1 overtook a man who was finging veſpers as 


loud as he could roar, on the highway. I gueſ- 


ſed him preſently to be a chantor, and thereupon. 
ſaid to him: Signior Bachelor, you ſing well, 1- 
find your heatt goes with your buſineſs, Sig- 


nir, replied he, 1 am a hae at Loy ferhice, 


ccc TO oe 
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and amuſe myſelf with exerciing my eos 10 


fear of loſing it. LS F 0 


In this manner we entered into 5 
J ſoon perceived that I was got into company 


with a very witty fellow, and a boon companion 


1 warrant him. He was about four or five and 


twenty, He being a' foot, I rid but flowly, that 


I might have the pleaſure of talking with him. 
Among other things, the diſcourſe turned upon 


Toledo. I know: that city perfectly well, ſaid 


the chantor; I have lived thete a conſiderable 
time, and I have ſome good hearty. friends there 
too. In what part of Toledo did you live? in- 


terrupted J. In the New- ſtreet, anſwered he. I 
lodged with Don Vincent de Buena Garra, Don 


Matthias de Cordel, and two ot three other ho- | 


neſt cavaliers. We ſlept, we eat together, and 


| paſſed away the time very agreeably. Theſe 
words ſurpriſed me, for it mult be obſerved, that 


theſe gentlemen were the very. ſharpers I had 


kept company with at Toledo. Signior Cban- 


tor, cried I, theſe very gentlemen are all of my 
acquaintance, and I myſelf have lived with them 


in the New: ſtreet. I underſtand you, replied 


he, ſmiling z I ſuppoſe then that you are enters 


ed in the company ſince I left it, that is three 


years ago. Yes, replied I, I have juſt left thoſe 
cavaliers, becauſe I have a mighty itch for tra» 
velling. I intend to make the tour of all Spain, 
knowing that I ſhall be a greater maſter of my 
buſineſs when I have more experience. Cer- 
„ ſaid he, the heſt way to perfect one's ſelf, 


—- ages. x Me hays is ghe reaſon too, why I left 
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Toledo, though I. ſpent my time there very a» 
greeably, I thank Heaven, continued he, for 
throwing in my way a knight of my own' order, 
when I leaſt expected it. Let us join our 
forces, and travel together: let us make ir- 


ruptions into the purſes of our neighbours, and 


lay bold of all occaſions that offer, to exerciſe 
our ſkill. 
. He made this propoſal ſo heartily, and with 


fo good a grace, that I immediately accepted its 


He won my confidence entirely, by giving me 
his, and we unboſomed ourſelves to one another, 
I gave him an account of my adventures, and he 


frankly told me bis: be informed me that he 


was juſt come from Portalegro, from whence a 
piece of knavery, which unluckily happened to- 
be diſcovered, obliged him to remove with pres 
cipitation, in the. dreſs he now wore. After he 
had given me a full relation of bis affairs, we 
reſolved to go try our fortune at Merida, there 
give ſome proof of our ſkill, and then remove 
elſewhere. From that moment our goods bes 
came common between us both. It is true, 


Moralez (ſo my companion was called) was in 


no very flowing circumſtances: His whole for- 
tune conſiſted of five or ſix ducats, and a few 


things which he carried in a wallet; but if F 


was richer than himſelf in ready money, he was 
more conſummate than I in the art of ſharping. | 


We mounted my mule by turns, and arrived in 
this manner at Merida. 


We {topt at an inn in the ſuburbs, nia 
PL comrade took. out of, * Lallet a ſuit oh; 
8  cloaths 3 10 
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cloaths; which he had no ſooner put on; than 
we went to take a turn through the town, 
and to look out for an opportunity of going 
to work. We took notice of every thing 


we ſaw. Homer would have compared us to 
two kites prying about in the fields for birds 
which they. might make a prey of. 1n ſhoet, 
we begged Fortune to give us ſome, opportunity 


of employing our induſtry; when ſuddenly,we 


ſpied in the ſtreet an old gray headed gentle- 
man, who was fighting word / in- hand with three 
men that puſhed hard at — This unequal,” 


combat (hccked us, and as I nathrally loved fight» 67 


ing, I flew to the aſſiſtance of the old man. Mo- 
ralez following my example, we attacked the ca- 
valier's three adverſaries, and ſoon obliged them 
to run for it. 


The old man gracefully thanked us. We are 


very glad, ſaid I, that we were here ſo luckily: as 
to help you: but pray let us know at leaſt whom 
we have been io fortunate as to ſerve, and pray 
tell us why. thoſe three men would have mur- 
dered you? Gentlemen, replied he, I am tao 
much obliged to you to refuſe to ſatisfy your eu- 


riofity: My name is Jerome de Moyadas, and 


I live on my fortune in this city. Ons of thoſe 
aſſ-flins is enamoured with my daughter. He 


| aſked her of me a few days agoy ad becauſe I 


refuſed him my conſent, he thus attacked me in 
order to be revenged. May one be ſo bold as 
to inquire, replied I, wbat was the reaſon of your 


refuſing, your conſent to this cavalier?. I will 


DP a laid be, 1 had a brother a merchant 


— "i 


_ 


— 
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in this cy, whoſe name was Avſtin. About 
two months ago being at Calatrava, he lodged 


in the houſe ofiJuan Velez de la Menbrilla, his 5 


eorreſpondent. They were intimate friends; and 
my brother, to ſtrengthen their friendſhipgmore 
than ever, promiſed Florentina, my only daugh- 
ter, in marriage to his correſpondent's ſon, not 
doubting but that he had credit enqugh with me 


to perform his promiſe. And indeed my bro- 


ther being returned to Merida, had nv ſooner 
named this-match to me, than for his ſake I a- 
greed to it. He ſent Florentina's picture to Ca- 
latrava; but alas! he had not the pleaſure of fi- 
niſhing the work he had begun; he died about 


three weeks ago. Upon his death-bed he con- 


jured me not to diſpoſe of my daughter to any 
one but the ſon of his correſpondent. I promiſed 


him I would not; and this i 1s the reaſon why L 


would not give Flotentina to the cavalier who 
Juſt now aſſaulted me, although he is a very ad- 
vantagedus match. My word is my bond. I 
expect the ſon of Juan Velez de Menbtilla here 
every moment, that he may have my daughter, 
though I never ſaw him more than his father. I 


hope you will excuſe the tediouſneſs of this rela- 


tion, continued Jerome de Moyadas, with which 
1 ſhould not have troubled you, if you had not 
defired it. | | 

I paid great attention to what he ſaid, 1950 ha- 
ving hit upon a defign which I was mighti- 
ly tickled with, 1 affected a N . . 


— * — — r Ss, en — — 2 


1 1 we had 10 deal v with was dane and | 


nior Wo 3 is it polbble that a 
arrival at Merida, I ſhould be ſo es as to 


ſave my father-in-law's liſe? Theſe words 


ſtrangely ſurpriſed the old man, and Moralez 
no leſs, who ſhewed by his countenance, that 
he thought me a very extraordinary. fellow. 
W hat do I hear? replied the ſed bow! 
are you the ſon of my_ — 
dent? Yes, anſwered I very impudently, and 
throwing Tay arms about his neck, I am the 
happy mortal for whom the amiable: Florentina 
is deſtined. But before I ſhew the joy it gives 


me to be allied to your family, allow me to ſhed. 
in your boſom the tears which the memory of 


your brother Auſtin brings afreſh to my eyes. 
I ſhould be the moſt ungrateful of men, if I were 


not deeply concerned for the death of a man to 

whom I owe all the happineſs of my life. Dag. 
ſaying, I again embraced the good man, and co- 
vered my eyes with my hand, on pretence of 
wiping away my.tears. Moralez, who ſoon con- 
ceived the advantage we might make of this bu» | 


ſineſs, did not fail to ſecond me. He made as 


if he were my valet, and began to grieve with 
me for the death of Signior Auſtin. Ahl Sig- 
nior Jerome, cried he, what a loſs you have ſuf- 
fered in your brother's death ! the honeſteſt 
man! the very phenix of commerce, a diſinter- 
eſted merchant, an honeſt merchant, a. mer» 
chant that has 2 few behind him that can come 
wp with bim. 


put a helping hand to the plot. "Why ſaid he, 

_ did not you come directly t to my houſe ? I won= 

der you would go lodge in an inn. What need 

: was there of ceremony between us two? Sir, 
ſaid Moralez, taking upon himſelf to ſpeak for 

me, my maſter hates to be rude. - Beſides, he is 

very excuſable for not caring to be ſeen by you 

in his preſent condition: we were robbed by the | ' 

way, and all our things in general were taken | 
from us. My man tells nothing but the truth, 

Signior de Moyadas, interrupted I. This acci- 

dent was the reaſon I did not come to your houſe. 

I durit not appear in this garb before a miſtreſs | 

who has not yet ſeen me, and therefore I waited 1 

for the return of a ſervant whem I have ſent to | 
Calatrava. Pugh ! ſays the old man, this ought 

not to have prevented you from coming to ſtay 

at my houſe; but I am reſolved now not to go 
55 home without you. 
Thus laying, the old man nerd me to his 
bouſe; and in the way thither we talked of the 


. 
* AE 


pretended robbery I had met with. I told him | 
that What gave me the greateſt concern was my p 
having loſt Florentina's picture among the reſt of q 
my things, Upon this the good man ſaid laugh- 4 


ing, that this loſs was ealily repaired, and that 
the original was better than the copy. As ſoon 
as we came to his houſe, he called his daughter, 
Who was not above fixteen, and was very beau- 
tiful. You ſee the wife, ſaid he, that wy bro» 
ther promiſed you. Ah, Signior} Sried wih 
a pallionate' air, you have n occahon to tell+r m 8. 
that this is the lovely locate | arm 
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ing face is deeply engtaved in my memory, but 
much more in my heart. If the pictute I have . 
loſt, which was only a weak ſketch of ſuch per- 
fection, could inflame me ſo violently, judge 
what-tranſports I muſt feel now! You flatter 
me too much, ſaid Florentina; neither am I vain 
enough to imagine I deſerve it. Well, I will 
leave you to your compliments, interrupted the 
father. At the ſame time be left me alone with 
his daughter, and taking Moralez aſide ; friend, 
{aid he, you have loſt all your baggage you; tell 
me; and your money without doubt among the 
relt? Yes, Sir, replied my comrade, a vaſt 
croud of baiditti fet upon us near Caſtil Bla- 
20, and left us nothing but the cloaths upon 
"eur backs; but we ſhall ſoon receive ſome bills | 
of exchange, which will put every thing to rights 
again... | 
But till 1 bills artive, anſwered * old 
man, pulling out his purſe, here is an hundred 
piſtoles for you. Oh! Sir, cried Moralez, my 
maſter would not accept. them. You do not 
know him, I find. No; no, he is very cautious 
in caſh affairs. He is none of your young heirs, 
that,g@grovided they have but money, do not care 
how they come by it. He does not love to run 
in debt. He would rather beg alms than bor- 
row a ſarthing. I am glad to hear it, ſaid the 
good man: I eſteem him the more for that. I 
hate to ſee people load themſelves with debts; 
t our quality Will do it, and ſo it is in vain 
„ talk I. will not force. your maſter in any 
ing againlt bis inclinations ; if, as you. ſay, it 


e 4 
W 2 « 1 . ; 
5 * 2 a r 1 4 &- I * 
. 88 938 * 7 — - 2 1 1 8 1 
Ps We * 3 as" 1 2 . Sc 2 ? 
” b4 \ % oy Y *. A $975 FAT SIS - * 3 We J 8 5 
24 4 3 : — 3 * * s 4 : - « 4 
Y LE 06. = 01" 00 do ED HAS Ys 
23 : . * > S * & t< 18 4 


Ee 


„ Tas HISTORY or 


js an affront to offer him money, we muſt be ſi- 
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lent upon that head. With this he was putting 


up his purſe into his pocket, but my companion 
held his arm. Stay, Signior de Moyadas, ſaid 
he, whatever averſion my maſter may have to bor- 
rowing, I do not deſpair prevailing upon him to 


accept of your hundred piſtoles. He is nor ſo 


__ ceremonious among his own family. Nay, of 
his father he can beg what money he wants with 


a good grace. He knows how to make diſtinc- 
tions; and ought to look upon you, Sir, a as a ſe- 
cond father. 

By this means Moralez got as of the 
old man's purſe, who came back to us, and found 


bis daughter and myſelf engaged in compliments. 


He interrupted us, and telling Florentina the obli- 
gations he lay under to me, returned me thanks 
in terms which ſhewed what a grateful ſenſe he 
had of it. I laid hold of this opportunity, and 
told him that*the greateſt mark of acknowledg- 
ment he could ſhew me, was to haſten my mar- 
riage with hisdaughter, He yielded kindly to my 
impatience; and afſured me that in three days 

at fartheſt I ſhould be Florentina's huſband, and 
that inſtead of the fix thouſand ducats he had pro · 
miſed for her portion, he would give me ten, as 
a proof of his being deeply affected with the ſer⸗ 
vices 1 had done him. 

Thus Moralez and I were treated at the good 
man's houſe like lords, and had beſides the a- 
greeable proſpect of fingeting ten thouſand du- 
cats, with which we propoſed e a decamp- 
ment from Meridgy 48 my at cole. ue LY es 


gree of fear diſturbed this joy in ſome meaſute; 
we were apprehenfive, leſt before the three days 
were at an end, the true ſon of Juan Velez de 
la Menbrilla ſhould come and eroſs all our good for- 
tune. This fear was not ill grounded. Ihe 
very next day a fort of a peaſant, loaded with a 
portmanteau, came to Moyadas's houſe. I was 
not then at home, but my comrade: was. Sig- 
nior, ſaid the peaſant to the old man, I belong 
to the gentleman of Calatrava, who is to be your 
ſon-in-law, I mean Signior Pedro de Menbrilla. 
We are juſt now arrived. He will be here in 
a moment. I came before to give you notice. 
He had hardly done ſpeaking when his maſter 
appeared: which very much ſurpriſed the old 
man, and put poor Moralez to a nonplus. 
Pedro was a very genteel young fellow. He 
addreſſed his ſpeech to the father of Florentina; 
but the honeſt citizen did not give him time to 
finiſh what he had begun to ſay; he turned to 
my companion, Prithee, now, fays he, what does 
all this mean? Then Moralez, who had as good 
a ſtock of impudence as any man, put on a con- 
fident look, and ſaid to the old gentleman: Sir, 
theſe two fellows belong to a gang of thieves 
that robbed us on the road. I know them again 
perfectly well, particularly him who has the im- 
pudence to call himſelf the fon of Signior Juan 
Velez de la Menbrilla. The honeſt citizen be- 
lieved Moralez, and being periuaded that theſe 
omers were cheats, he ſaid to them, Faith, 
Miihe come to late: Pedro de 
|  Mendiilla is here before. ou. He has lodged 
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: in my houſe ever fnce' yeſterday,” Take care 
What you ſay, replied the young man of Calatra- 
va. That Pedro you have got into your family 
muſt be ſome impoſtor. Juan Velez de la Men- 
brilla has no ſon but myſelf. Vou may e'en 
march off, replied the old man, I know well e- 
nough who you are: Do not you recolleQ this man's . 
face here, and have you forgot that you robbed "7. 
bis maſter ? If it were not in your houſe, ſaid . 
Pedro, I would puniſh the inſolence of that 
cheat, who has the preſumption co call me a 
thief. He may thank your preſence for re- 
training my anger. Signior, continued pe, 
you ate impoſed upon; I am the young man to 
N whom your brother Auſtin promiſed Florentina. 
. If you pleaſe, I ſhall ſhew you all the letters he 
x wrote to my father about this match. Will you 
not believe it when I ſhew you your ' daughter's 
picture, which he fent me a little before he ex- 
pied ? | 
4% | No, interrupted the old citizen, I care no 
_ more for the picture than I co for the letters; I 
E know very well what way they fell into your 
. hands, and therefore I adviſe you as a friend tobe 
trooping from Merida as foon as you can. This 
is too much, interrupted the young cavalier in bis 
turn. I will not ſuffer myſelt to be robbed of 
my good name with impunity, and to be treated 
as a highwayman. I am acquainted with ſome 
perſons in this town. I will go and return with 
them to confound this impoſtor, who! bas preju- = 
'M diced you againſt me. Having tawarrhis, he! And! 
7 his ſervant retired, and, Morales remained 4 3 
8 — 
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ter of the geld. Nay, this accident made Je- 
rome de Moyadas reſolve to conclude” the mar- 


riage that very day. He went out therefore 
immediately to give orders about what was ne- 


ceſſary for that purpoſe. 


Though my comrade was very well pleaſed to 


ſee Florentina's father ſo favourably diſpoſed to 
our advantage, yet he was not perfectly eaſy. 
He was apprehenſive of what Pedro would do, 


and wiſhed impatiently for my return, to com- 
municate what had happened. I found him ve- 
ry thoughtful, What is the matter? faid I. 


You ſeem melancholy. If I am, anſwered he, 
it is not without reaſon. At the ſame time he 
informed me of every thing that had happened. 
Now do you judge, added he, whether or no I 
have cauſe to muſe. It is your raſh project has 


thrown us into this dilemma, - The enterpriſe, _ 
I own, was noble, and would have made your, 


name immortal, had it ſucceeded z but now in 


all appearance it will have a bad cataſtrophe; 


and to prevent any further confuſion, I think we 
cannot do better than take-to our heels, with 


the feather which we have already ane out 
| of the old man's wing. 


Moralez, 'replied I, you are very ſoon diſ- 
heartened.” You do no great honour to Don 
Matthias de Cordel, and the other cavaliers with 


whom you lived at Toledo. When one has 


ſervedan apprenticeſhip under ſuch great men, one” 
ought not to be fo eafily alarmed, As for me, 


; . : who: intend to follow the Reps of thoſe heroes, 
a che w e a Wer Pie, the obſtacle 
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which you are ſo terrified at, makes me only the 


more reſolute; and I am fully determined to re- 


move it. If you accompliſh that, ſaid my companion, 
1 will preferyou to all the great men in Plutarch. 


Juſt as Moralez had done ſpeaking, Jerome 
de Moyadas entering, ſaid to me, You ſhall be 
my ſon-in-law this very night; your fervant 1 
ſuppoſe has told you what has banken Are 
not you aſtoniſhed at the rogue's impudence, to 
think to perſuade me he was the ſon of my bro» 
ther's correſpondent ? Signior, replied I in a 


Aorrowſul tone, and with the moſt. ingenuous 


air I could poſſibly put on, I find I am not qua- 
lied to carry on a piece of treachery. I am re- 
ſolved to confeſs all to you. I am not the fon 


of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, Can I believe 


what I hear? interrupted the old man very 


much ſurpriſed : What, are not you the young 


man to whom my brother gave a——Pray, Sir, 


be 16 good as hear me out, interrupted I in my 


turn. I have been eight daxs in love with young 
daughter; which has kept me at Merida, Leſ- 


terday, after having ſaved your life, I was going 
to demand ber of you in marriage, when you 
ſtopped my mouth by telling me that ſhe was 


deſtined for another. You told me that your bro- 
ther upon his death-bed conjured you to give 


her to Pedro de la Menbrilla, that you had pro- 


miſed you would, and that your word was your 
bond. This, I own, overwhelmed: me, Dur 
love inſpired me with the Rratagem which 1 

in practice. It is. true, 1 could not 1 
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you would forgive me when I diſcovered to you 


the whole matter of fact, and informed you 


moreover, that I am an Italian prince travelling 
incog. My father is Sovereign of certain valleys 
fituated between Switzerland, the Milanete, and 
Savoy, I imagined you would be agreeably _ 
ſurpriſed when J revealed my bi:th to you, and 
E meant to keep it in referve as à particular 
pleaſure to declare it to Florentina aſter our mat- 
riage. But heaven, continued | in another tone, 
would not indulge me in ſo much joy. Pedro 
de la Menbrilla appears I mult now reſtore 
him his name, let the reſtitution coſt me never 
ſo much. Your promiſe binds you to make 
him your ſon-in-law ; you are obliged to prefer 
him to me, without having any regard to my rank, 


or compaſſion for the cruel ſituation to hich 


you will thereby reduce me. I will not ſuggeſt 


to you that your brother was- only your daugh» 


ter's uncle; that you are her father, and that it 


is more juſt you ſhould acquit yourſelf_of the ob- 
ligation you have to me, than he fo nicely feru- 


pulous in keeping a verbal engagement, which 18 
but ſlightly binding 
More juſt ! cried Jerome de Moyadas ; ay, a 
thouſand times, I ſhall not hefitate long betweFm 
you and Pedro de la Menbrilla. If my brother 
Auitin himſelf were alive, I am ſure he would 


not blame me for giving.the preference to one 


who has ſaved my life, and who, though a prince, . 


does not diſdaig iny alliance. I mult be my 


own enemy amere fool, if I did not give you 
bes the celebration of 
663 the 
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the marriage. Yet, Signior, replied I, do no- 


thing haſtily, I would have you conſult your own 


interelt, and notwithſtanding the nobility of my 


blood, —— You jeſt ſure, interrupted he: ought 
1 to hefitate a moment? No, my prince; I moſt 
bumbly beſeech you to honour the happy Floren- 
tina with your hand this very night. Well then, 


ſaid I, be it ſo; do you yourſelf go carry her 


the news, and inform her of her glorious fate. 
While the good man ran to tell his daughter 


that ſhe bad made a conqueſt of a prince, Mora ©. 
| lez, who had heard all this converſation, fell up- 


on bis knees before me, and ſaid: Monſieur the 


Italian Prince, ſon of the Sovereign of the valleys 
lituated between Switzerland, the Milaneſe, and 
Savoy, give me leave to throw myſelf at your 
Higbgels's feet, as a teſtimony of my amazement, 
Upon the word of a knave, I look upon you as 
a prodigy. [ uſed to believe myſelf the top of 


my proteſſion; but 1 own I muſt. ſtrike to you, 
though you have leſs experience than myſelf. 


Your fears are diſpelled then, are they? ſaid 


Quite and clean, anſwered he, I am no long- 
er atraid of Signior Pedro. Let him come 


as ſoon as he chuſes, Thus Moralez and I 


ought ourſelves right in our ſtirrups. We 


began to lay out the courſe we ſhould take 


with the portion, of which we imagined our- 
ſelves as ſecure as if it had been in our pockets, 


But alas !, it was not yet come to that, and the 
end of this adventure did not e ſo - | 


{ul as we expected, — 


The Joung enden of Cane, toon hs £ 
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turned, accompanied with two citizens, and an 


alguzzil, as venerable for his muſtachios and the 
- blackneſs of his beard, as for the dignity of his 
office, Florentina's father was with us. Sig- 
nior de Moyadas, ſays Pedro, I have brought hi- 
ther theſe three honeſt gentlemen, who know 
me, and can tell you who I am. Ay, that we 
can, cried the alguazil. I do hereby certify to 
all whom it may concern, that L kaow you. 
Vour name is Pedro, and you are the only ſon 
of Juan Velez de Menbrilla. Whoever main» 


tains the cantrary, is an impoſtor. I believe 


you, Signior Alguazil, ſays Jerome de Moyadas ; 
I I do not at all doubt your teſtimony, nor chat of 
theſe gentlemen who are-with you. I am fully 


convinced that the young cavalier who condug«: 


ed you hither is the only ſon of my brother's 
correſpondent. But that does not bgnity, [ 


have at preſent altered my refalution of giving 


him my daughter. 

Oh, that is another affair, ſays the alguazil. 
All I come for, is to inform you that I know this 
young gentleman: Lou are maſter of your own 
daughter, and nobody can compel you to diſpoſe 
of her contrary to your . inclinations, Neither 


will I pretend to it, interrupted Pedro. But 


Signior de Moyadas. will give me leave to alk 
him, why ve hah changed his ſentiments? Has 


he any thing = object againſt me? Since I mult . 
give up the pleaſing hopes of being his ſon · in- 


* at leaſt I ſhall be glad to hear that I have 
pot loſt them by my miſbehaviour. L have no- 


m7 thiog iy oleh irt leu, replied the old man 3 
WH”: „ nay, 


that good office; 
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nay, which is more, I am extremely ſorry that 1 


fivd myſelf under the neceſſity of breaking my 


word with you; and beg you would forgive me. 
1 dare ſay you have too much generoſity in you 


to take it ill that T ſhould prefer to you à rival 


who has ſaved my life. This is the gentleman, 
ſaid he, ſnewing me to the company, who did me 


and for my ſurther excuſe 
know, that he is an Italian prince- 


Tbeſe laſt words ſtruck Pedro W and 
confounded. The two citizens ſtared, but the 
alguazil, always accuſtomed to look upon the 
worlt fide of every thing, ſuſpeCted this wonder- 
ful adventure to be lome cheat that might 
turn cut to his advantage. He viewed me very 
attentively; and as my features, which be was 
unacquainted with, fruſtrated his good intentions, 
be fell to examine the face of my companion: 
un}uckily tor my Highneſs, he recollected Mo- 


ralt z, and remembring to have ſeen him in the 
priſons of Ciudad Real, Ha! ha! cried he, here 
4s one of my cuſtomers. This gentleman I am 


perfectly well acquainted with, and let me tell 
you, be is one of the molt notorious ſharpers in 
all the kingdoms and principalities of Spain. Not 


too taſt, good Mr. Alguazil, ſays Jerome de 


Moyadas ; this man, whom you paint fo diſad- 
vantageouſly, is a ſervant of the Prifice's: Ve- 


ry well, replied the alguazil. Tßat is what 1 


intend to ſteer my courſe by. I judge of the 
maſter by the man. I don't doubt but cheſe 
ſparks are two cheats that have joined their 
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ceived in theſe affairs: and to ſhew that theſe 


wags are what I tell you, I will carry them im- 


mediately-to goal They ſhall have alittle con- 


| verſation with Signior Corregidor; and after» 


wards a few Jerks to inculcate what inſtructions 


he may give them. Hold, hold, cried the old 


man. Don't let us puſh matters ſo far. Lou 


officers - of juſtice don't care what you do, not 
whom you abuſe, Pray may not the ſervant be 


a knave without the 'maſter's being one too? Ts 


prince? I think-the mat is mad with his prin- 


| bave twenty ſerjeants at the door, that ſhall drag 


them to priſon, if they refyſe- to go with a good 


grace. Come, my Lord, let us be jogging. 


it a new thing to ſee a rogue in the ſervice of a 


ces, interrupted the alguazil. This fellow I 
dare ſwear is a knight of the poſt, and I arrelt 
him in the king's name, and his comrade too, 1 


Theſe words confounded us, and our concern 


made Jerome: begin to ſuſpect us, or rather en- 


| tirely convinced him what we were. He then 


believed that our deſign was to trick him. Huws 
ever, he behave himſelf very generouſly upon 
this occaſion ; Mr. Alguazil, ſays he, your ſuf> 


picions may yet be falſe; though perhaps 


they are but too true. Be that as it Will, 


let us dive no farther into the affair, Let 


theſe two young men go about their buſineſs : 


ſelf of the obligation Ilie under to them. If 


4 


It: is a favour I aſk,. in order to acquit my- 


T did my duty strictly, anſwered the alguazil, 1 
| ſhould put theſe gentlemen in priſon without 


Wc de — bat you ſay; but for 
868.5 your: 
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your fake I will relax a little, upon condition that 


they leave the town immediately; for if I find 


them here to-morrow, they ſhall ſee what will 
become of them. He 
When Moralez and I underſtood we were "4 


we began to take heart a little. We would have 


ſpoken boldly, and averred that we were men of 
honour ; but the alguazil ſtruck us dumb with 


a fierce look. It is ſtrange what, an aſcendanr 


thoſe people have over us. We were forced 
therefore to abandon Florentina and her portion 
to Pedro de la Menbrilla, who without doubt be- 
came the ſon-in-law of Jerome de Moyadas. I 


- retired with my comrade, We took our way to 


Truxilla, with the conſolation, however, of hav- 


iog got a hundred piſtoles by the adventure. An 
hour before night, as we wefe going by a little 


village, deſigning to walk a little farther before 
we halted, we ſpied an inn of a very good ap- 
pearance for ſuch a place as that, and the holt 
and hoſteſs fitting at the door upon long ilones. 


The hoiſt, an old fat fellow, was fumbling upon 


a wretched guitar to divert his wife, who ſeems» 
ed to liſten to his mulic with pleaſure. Gen- 


tlemen, cried the holt, when he ſaw that we 


paſſed by his houſe, I adviſe you to ſtop where 
you are. It is three weary leagues to the very 


next village, and I can tell you, you will not be 


halt fo well accommodated there as in my houſe. 
Be adviſed and come in, You fhall be well 


_ uſed, and at a reaſonable rate, We were per- 


ſuaded to do ſo, and going up to the hoſt and 


EG, ws lajutcd them taxing i ſat down by. 
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them, began all four of us to talk of ;ndiFerent | 


ſubjects. The bot ſaid he was an officer of the 
holy brotherhood, and the hoſteſs was a fat mer- 


ry woman, who ſeemed to underitand how to - 


make the beit of her market. 


Our converſation was interrupted by the arri- 


val of twelve or fifteen cavaliers mounted ſome 
upon mules and ſome upon horſes, and followed 
by thirty mules laden with bales A brave 


troop! my lads, cried the hoſt at the fight of ſo | 


many people. Where ſhall I find lodging for 
them all? In an inſtant the village was filled 
with men and beaſts. By good luck there was 
near the inn a large barn, in which they put the 
pack mules and their lading. The mules. and 
horſes of the cavaliers were crouded in other 
places. As for the men, they did not take ſo 
much care about getting beds, as what ſupper 
they ſhould have. The hoſt, hoſteſs, and a young 
maid of theirs went to work about it tightly. 
They, fell without mercy upon all the poultry in 
the yard, which, with ſome fricaſſee of rabbits: 
and cats, and a plentiful diſh of ſoop made of 
mutton and cabbage, furniſhed victuals enough - 
for the whole company. 
Moralez and I looked at chats cavaliers, 0 ö 
frequently eyed us alſo. At laſt we fell into 
converſation, and we told them, that if it was a- 
greeable we ſhould ſup with them. They an- 
ſwered that we would do them great pleaſure.“ 
Down therefore we ſat. One there was among 
thee that ſeemed to be the commander, and to 


* 


een they all ſeemed ta be 
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very free, ſhewed ſome deference. This man 
indeed carried it above them all. He talked 


-Jeud, and fometimes contradicted the opinions 


of the reſt, who, far fcom replying in the ſame 
manner to him, ſeemed to have reſpect to what 
he ſaid. The diſcourſe happened to fall upon 
Andaluſia; and as Moralez praiſed Seville, the 
man I juſt now ſpoke of ſaid to him: Signior 


Cavalier, I was born in the very town you com- 


mend, at leaſt in the neighbourhood of it, for the 
town de Mayrena is the place of my nativity, I 
I can fay the ſame thing, anſwered my companion. 
I am alſo of Mayrena, and I am ſure then your pa- 


rents cannot be unknown to me, Whoſe ſon 


are you ? The ſon of an honeft notary, replied 
the cavalier, called Martin Moralez. Faith, 


odd enough! cried my comrace with emotion; 


you are then my elder brother Manuel Mora- 
jez! The fame, faid the other; and 1 ſuppoſe 
you are my younger brother Lewis, whom I left 
in the cradle when I quitted my father's 'bouſe ? 
Right, quoth my comrade. At theſe words they 
both got up, and embraced one another very af- 
fectionately. Afterwards Signior Manuel ſaid 


to the company: Gentlemen, this event is a per- 
ſect miracle! chance throws in my way a bro- 
ther whom I have not ſeen: theſe RT: vears. 
Allow me to prefent him to you. Then all the 


cavaliers, who out of complaifance. were ſtands 
ing, ' ſaluted young Moralez, and loaded bim 
with embraces. After this, we fat down again 
to table, where we continued all night; wichogr 
going to bed. The two begebe lat ne 
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another, adi talked to themſelves of their family, 
while the other gueſts drank and made merry, 

Lewis had a great deal of talk with Manuel, 
and afterwards taking me aſide, he ſaid to me: 
All thoſe cavaliers are domeſtics of the Count 
de Montanos, whom the King has lately appoint». | 
ed viceroy of Majorca, They are convoying- 
their maſter's equipage to Alicant, where ther 


are to take ſhipping. My brother, who is be- 


come that nobleman's ſteward, has offered to 
take me along with bim, and upon my being un- 


willing to leave you, be told me that if you would 


accompany us, he would take care to get you ſome 
good employment, My dear friend, continued 
he, I would not have you deſpiſe this opportunity. 
Let us go to the ifland of Majorca together, If 
we find it agreeable, we will ſtay there; if not, 
we can return to Spain, and be Juſt where we were. 

I 2ladly embraced the propoſal Young Mo» 


ralez and myſelf put ourſelves into the liſt of the ; 


Count's officers, and we ſet out with him from 
the inn before the ſun was up. We came by 
long ſtages to the city of Alicant, where T bought 
a guitar, and took off a very handfome ſuit" of 
cloaths, before our embaikation. My thoughts 
ran upon nothing but the iſland of Majorca, and 
Lewis Moralez was in the fame diſpofition. We 
now ſeemed to have renounced all manner ot 
ſharping. To ſpeak the truth, we had a mind ts 
keep our credit among theſe 'cavaliers, and had 
— a check upon the natural bent of bur geni- 
us. At length we went joyfully on chiphoard, 
d. Fpttered urſelves with the hopes of being 
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at Majorch;; in a very little time ; but we were 
hardly got out of the gulf of Alicant, when a 
dreadful ſtorm ſuddenly aroſe. I have here a 


rate opportunity to make a florid deſcription of 


a tempeſt; to paint the air all in a flame; to 


make the thunder grumble,/the winds rattle, the 
waves roar,.and ſo forth: but ſkipping over all 
thoſe flowers of rhetoric, I ſhall only tell you 
that the hurricane was violent, apd obliged us 


to bear away for the iſland de la Cabrera. It, is 
a ſmall place, ſtrengthened with a little fortreſe, 
which was then garriſoned by five of fix ſoldiers, 
and an officer, who received us very hoſpitably. 


As we were to ſpend ſome days here to mend 


our fails and tackle, we uſed ſeveral ſorts of re- 
creation to paſs away the time. Every one fol- 
lowed his own inclination: ſome played at pri- 
metro, and others amuſed themſelves other ways; 


I for my part uſed to walk about in the iſland 


with thoſe among our cavaliers that loved walks - 
ing. We jumped from rock to rock, for the 
ground was very uneven, hardly any thing but 


ſtones to be ſeen, and very little earth in it. One 


day, as we were viewing this diſmal place, and 
reflecting upon the caprice of nature, who ſhews 
berielf fruitful or | barren where ſhe plea- 
- ſes, our ſmelling. faculty was all of a ſudden. 
ſeized with a very agreeable odour, We turned 
towards the eaſt, from whence this ſmell came, 


and were ſurpriſed to ſee in the middle of ſome 
rocks, a large ſpot of earth . covered with fine 


graſs, and ſurrounded with honeyſuckles more 
beautiful and ſweet even than. "a Sieh 12 . 


8 


in Andaluſia. We immediately directed our 
ſteps to thoſe charming buſhes which perfumed 
the air all around, and we found they grew a= 
bout the mouth of a very deep cave. This place 
was broad, and not very dark. We went down 
to the very bottom of it by ſtone Reps, which at 
each end were adorned with flowers, and which 
formed a ſort of natural ſtair-caſe, When we 
were below, we ſaw ſerpentiſing, upon a ſand 
more yellow' than gold, ſeveral little ſtreams pro- 
duced by the drops of water which the rocks in- 
ceſſantly diſtilled into the cave, and which loſt 
themſelves in the earth.” The water looked ſo 
clear, that we drank of it, and found it ſo freſh 
that we reſolved to return again next day, and to 
bring with us ſome bottles of wine, being per= 
ſuaded that we ſhould empty them very agreea- 
bly in this delightful place. 
We could not leave this charming retreat 
without reluQtance, and when we went back to 
the fort we did not fail to boaſt to our compani- 
ons of our diſcovery; but the commandant told us, 
that he would adviſe us as a friend, to return no 
more to the cave we were ſo delighted with. For 
what reaſon ? iaid I, is there any danger in it? 
A great deal, replied he. The corſairs of Al- 
gier and [ripoli frequently land in the iſland, and 
go to that ſpring to take in treſh water. They 
one day ſurpriſed two ſoldiers of my garriſon in 
aw bom they made flaves. The officer, 
though be ſpoke very ſeriouſly, could not periuade 
us We thought he did but jeſt, and fo the ve- 


wght 
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my companions We went without the leaſt 
fire-arm, to let them ſee we dreaded nothing. 
Young Moralez- would not be of the party, but 
choſe to ſtay with his brother in the fort. 
We deſcended to the bottom of the cave, as 
we had done before, and cooled ſome bottles of 
wine, which we had brought with us, in the ri» 
vuletss While we were drinking deliciouſly,. 
playing upon the guitar, and converſing jovially, 
we ſaw at the mouth of the cave ſeveral men ap- 
pear with thick muſtachios, Turkiſh drefles, 
and tuibans. We imagined that. ſome of our 
companions, and the captain of the fort, had diſ- 
A. guiſed themſelves in that manner to ſurpriſe us. 


Wn In this thoughf we fell a laughing at them, and 
* ſuffered ten of them to come down, without 
| «i | thinking of defending ourſelves, We were pre- 
A | ſently undeceived to our ſorrow, and we found 
: p that we were fallen into the clutches of a pirate, ; 
1 . who came with his men to ſeize us: yield, you 
1 dogs, cried be to us, in the Caſtilian language, 
W i or you ſhall all be ſlain this moment. With-that | 
q . they clapt their carabines to our breaſts, and we 
"M4 ſhould have undergope a fine diſcharge, if we 


had made the leaſt reſiſtance We choſe ſlavery 
rather than death, and gave our ſwords to the 
corſair, who loaded us with chains, and Car» 
ried us to bis lip, which was at no great 
diltance. Then letting fail we ſteereg towards 
Algier. "my * 

Thus were we puniſhed for neglecting the ad- | 
vice the captain of the garriſon had=given. & 
The lirſt ug the pirate any was: to nile as . To 
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money. A rare windfall for him! The two 


hundred piſtoles taken from the young cits of 


Placentia, the hundred which Moralez had re- 


_ ceived of Jerome de Moyadas, and which I un- 
luckily had about me; all this went at one ſweep. 
My companions too had their purſes very well 
filled. In thort, it was a plentiful harveſt for 
the pirate, who was overjoyed at his good luck z 


and the . brute, not ſfatished with our plunder, 


inſulted us with railleries, which would not have 
been very biting, but for the neceſſity we lay 
under of bearing them. After a thouſand piti- 
ful jokes, he ordered the bottles of wine we had: 
cocled in the fountain, and which his men had 


been very careful to bring into captivity with us, 
to be brought to bim, and began to empty them 


with bis failors, drinking! to our healths by way 
of derifion. 

The countenances of my companions all this 
while ſhewed their vexation and ſorrow, They 
were the more mortified with their ſlavery, be. 


cauſe they had formed the moſt delightful idea 


of their voyage to the ifland of Majorca, where 
they thought they ſhould live like princes, For 
my part, I had fortitude enough to project a plan 


of conduct for myſelf, and therefore 1 began to 


talk with the waggiſh corfair. I jeſted with him 
with a very unconcerned air, which pleaſed him. 


Young ig, ſaid he, I love people of your temper. 
And ins 


withipatiencey and ſail with the ſtream, than ſtand. 


Aging andygroaning, which will do no good. 


New. > us a 1 1 eee he, obter- 


he main, it is better to arm one's ſelf- 
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ving that I had a guitar 1 we. Let.us bear 
what thou canſt do. I obeyed the moment he 
had ordered my arms to be unchained, and 


began to ſtrike my guitar in ſuch a manner as 


won me his applauſe. Indeed, I had learned 
under the beſt maſter in all Madrid, and played 
tolerably well on that inſtrument. I fung him 
an air too, and my voice gave no leſs ſatisfacti- 
on. All the Turks in the ſhip, by their geſtures, 
ſhewed the delight I gave them; by which 1 
found they had no great ſkill in muſic. The pi- 


rate whiſpered to me, that I ſhould be no unhap= 


Py flave, and that I might be ſure my talents 
would procure me an employment that would 
make my captivity not too rigorous. 

Theſe words pleaſed me much; but. yet I 
could not help being a little uneaſy at feeing my- 


. Telf in ſo mean a condition as to want ſuch an 


employment. When we arrived at the port of 


Algiers, we found a vaſt concourſe of people ga- 
thered together to receive us; and we were no 


ſooner landed, than they ſhouted for joy. Be- 


ſides, the air reſounded with the confuſed noiſe 
of trumpets, Moriico flutes, and other inſtru- 


ments uſed in that country, which formed but an 
odd kind of concert. The cauſe of all this re- 


Joicing was a falſe report that the Renegade Me- 


hemet, which was the name of our pirate, had 
been ſlain in the attack of a great"Gengeſe ſhip; 
ſo that all his friends, when they heard 

turn, ſtrove who-ſhould receive bim with the- 


moſt joy. 1 dbea I 
No Coguer, were we e landed 40h we were: ng 
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ried to the palace of the Baſhaw Solyman, where 


a Chriſtian fecretary examining us apart, alked 


us our names, our ages, our country, our religi= 


on, and qualifications. Then Mehemet ſhewing 
me to the Baſhaw, praiſed my voice to the ſkies, 
and told him, that I played delightfully upon the 
guitar, This was enough to make Solyman 


chuſe me for his ſervice. I was detained theres 


fore in his ſeraglio. The other captives were 
carried to a public market, and ſold according 
to cuſtom. What Mehemet had foretold to me 


in the ſhip, did really come to paſs. My condi- | 


tion was very happy. I was not delivered over 
to the keepers of the priſons, nor put to any 
bard labour. Solyman Baſhaw cauſed me*to be 
put into a particular place with five or fix flaves 
of quality, who were to be ſpeedily ranſomed, 
and whole taſks were far from being painful. 
My buſineſs was to water the orange=trees and 
flowers in the garden. I could not have had a 


more pleaſing employment. 


Solyman was about forty years old, 8 
ped, and very polite, for a Turk, His favou- 
rite miſtreſs was a Cachemirian woman, who had 


gained an abſolute dominion over him by her wit 


and beauty. He loved her even to adoration. 
He every day treated her with ſome diverſion or 


other; at one time a concert of voices and in- 


ſtruments, and at another a play, after the Vurk- 
iſh manner; that is, dramatic. poems,. wherein 
the rules of modeſty and decency are as little 
2 as thoſe oF Ariſtotle. The favourite, 
be name was „ Farcukhnaz, was very fond of 
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theſe ſhows 3 ſo much, that ſometimes ſhe made 


her own women act Arabian pieces before the 


Baſhaw. She herſelf would play a part in them, 
and charm all the ſpeQators by the graceſulneſs 


and vivacity with which ſhe. performed them. 
One day when I was among the muſicians at one 
of theſe repreſentations, Solyman ordered me to 
play upon my guitar, and ſing alone between 
the acts. I had the happineſs to pleaſe. Every 
body applauded me, and the favourite ſeemed to- 
regard me with no unkind eye, 

The next day, as I was watering my orange- 
trees in the garden, there paſſed by me an 
eunuch, who, without ſtopping to ſpeak to me, 
dropt a billet at my feet. I took it up in a con- 
fuſion mixed with hope and fear. I laid mytelf_ 


flat upon the ground, that I might not be ſeen 
from the windows of the ſetaglio, and hiding 


myſelt behind ſome orange-pots, opened the 
note. I found in it a valuable diamond ring, 


| and theſe words in good Spaniſh: 


« YOUNG Chriſtian, thank heaven for thy 
& captivity, Love and fortune will make thee 
© bappy ;. lore, if thou art ſenſible of the charms. 
& of a handſome lady; and fortune, if thou haſt- 
«© courage 58795 to hold the greateſt mae at 
* defiance.” . 

I did not doubt in the leaſt that the letter 
came from the favourite ſultanaz the ſtyle and 


the diamond perſuaded me that it mult be ſo. 


Befides that I am not naturally inclined! to be 


timorous, the vanity of being ine good graces 2 
of the miſtreſs of lo 2 a f ang. OT . 
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the hope of _ getting four times as much money 


from her as was neceſſary to pay for my ranſom, - 


made me reſolve to try this adventure, whatever 
dangers might attend it, I went on with my 
work, ſtudying how I ſhould get into Farrukk- 
vaz's apartment, or rather waiting till ſhe her- 


ſelf ſhould direck me; for I eoncluded that ſhe 


would not ſtop there, but be herſelf the contri- 
ver of our meeting. I was not deceived. The 
ſame eunuch that bad paſſed by me before, re- 
turned an hour afterwards : Chriſtian, ſays he, 


bave you conſidered, and will you be bold e- 


nough to follow me? I replied, Yes. Well 
then, anſwered he, heaven preſerve you. You 


ſhall ſee me again to-morrow morning. So fays, 
ing, he retired, I accordingly ſaw him again 


about eight o'clock next morning. Fle beckon- 
ed to me to come to him. I obeyed the fignal, 


and he led me into a hall, where there was a. 


great long roll of cloth, which another eunuch 


and himſelf had juſt brought thither, and which 
they were to carry to the ſultana's apartment, to 

ſerve for the decoration of an Arabian . play, 

which ſhe was then preparing for the entertain= 


ment of the Dey. 


The two ende baving read out the cloth, ; 
made me'lie down in it at my full length, and. 
then, at the hazard of ſuffocating me, rolled it 


up again with me in it. Afterwards taking 
each of them an end, they brought me ſafe into 


| the Chamber, where lay the beautiful Cachemi- 


eas body with her but an old ſhe- 
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unrolled the cloth and Farrukhnaz ſhewed ſuch 


the genius of the women of her country. Bold 
as I was, I could not ſee myſelf thus ſuddenly 
tranſported into the ſecret apartment of the wo- 
i men, without ſome dread, The lady took 
1 notice of it, and to diſſipate it, young man, ſaid 


2 


- his country-houſe. He will be there all this 
day, We may freely converſe together. 

- Theſe words gave me courage, and I aſſumed 

a countenance which redoubled the joy of the 

favourite. I am pleaſed with your perſon, ſaid 
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very. U believe you worthy of the ſentiments 
I have conceived for you, Though you are in 


your looks which ſhews that you are no mean 


KF If I very well know that priſoners of noble birth 
| diſguiſe it as much as they can, that their ran- 
ſom may be the eafier ; but you need not behave 
| in that manner with me: nay, it would very 
0 much offend me, ſince I promiſe you your free- 
14 dom. Be ſincere therefore, and confeſs to me 
4 | you are of a good family. Indeed, Madam, re- 
| x F + plied I, it would be ungrateful to repay your 
: __ goodneſs with diſſimulation. Since you abſolute» 
ly command me to tell you my quality, you, muſt 


thrown her eyes upp 10 We * cavalier, the: 


2% 3 
ee 


tranſports of joy at the ſight of me, as diſcovered 


be, fear nothing: Solyman is juſt now gone to 


ſhe, and T intend to ſoften the rigour of your ſla- 


the habit of a ſlave, yet you have a greatneſs in 


9 perſon. Speak freely. Tell me who you are. | 


4 be fatisfied. Iam the ſon of a grandee of Spain. 
1 . 1 do not know but 1 told truth: At leaſt: the. 
i ſultana believed me, and pleaſed that the; had 


ache 
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afured me that it ſhould not be her fault if we 

did not ſee one another often in private, We 
had a pretty long converſation to tether. I ne- 
ver met with a woman more. engaging. She un- 
derſtood ſeveral languages, particularly Spaniſh, 
which ſhe talked tolerably well. When ſhe 
judged it time to part, I went by her order into 
a great-ofier-baſker, covered with a piece of em- 
broidered ſilk wrought with her own hands. Then 
the two ſla ves that had brought me in were call- 
ed, and they carried me out as a preſent from the 
favourite to the Dey; which made it ſacred a- 

gainſt all 4:79 men intruſted with the OY of 
the wp ; 

Farrul naz and I found oth means of ſee- 
ing one another and that lovely captive did by 
degrees inſpire me with as much love for her as 
ſhe herſelf had for me. Our intelligence was 
ſecret during two months, though it is very dif- 
ficult for the myſteries of love to be kept long 
from the eyes of the Arguſſes which are in a ſe- 
ragfio, But an unlucky accident diſconcerted 
all our happineſs, and my fortune was quite chan- 
ged:? One day Ken 1 had been brought into 
the ſultana's apartment, in the body of an artifi- 
cial dragon deſigned for one of our plays, while 
I was converſug with her, Solyman, who I ima- 
gined was buly in the country, ſurpriſed us. He 
came fo ſuddenly into his favourite's chamber, 
that the old woman had hardly time enough to 
tell Us of Bis arrival, and much leſs time had Ito 
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' He / appeared aſtoniſhed to ſee me, and his 
eyes were immediately red with fury. I looked 
upon myſelf as a man on the brink of deſttructi- 


on, and imagined my tortures were already be- 
gun. As for Farrukhnag, I ſaw indeed that ſhe 


was terrified; but inſtead of owning her crime, 
and begging pardon, ſhe ſaid to Solyman : Sig- 
nior, before you pronounce ſentence upon me, 


be pleaſed to give me the hearing. Appearances ' 
indeed condemn me, and any body would ima- 


gine I have committed a piece of treachery a- 
gainſt you which deſerves the ſevereſt puniſh- 
ment. I have had this young flave in my apart- 
ment, and to bring him hither employed all the 
contrivances and ſtratagems I ſhould have uſed 


if I had been violently in love with him. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I take our holy prophet to witneſs, 


that notwithſtanding all this, I am not faithleſs 
to you. I had a mind to talk with this Chriſti- 
an ſlave, to convert him from the errors of his 


ſect, and bring him over to that of the ſaithful. 


I found in him all the oppoſition I expected; yer, 
however, I bave overcome all his prejudices, and 
he has made me a promiſe to embrace Mahome- 
taniſm. | | 

I own I ought to band contradicted the fa · 
vourite, without any regard to the apperent dan- 
ger I was in: but, terrified at the death which 
threatned both myſelf and the woman 1 loved, I 
remained confounded, and was not able to gutter 
a word. be Dey, convinced by m filence 
that his miſtreſs told him nothing g 8 
true, was immediately ro ö „ 
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plied be, I am willing to believe that you have 
not diſhonoured me, and that the deſire of pei- 

forming a deed fo agreeable to our prophet en- 
gaged you in ſo delicate an action. I excuſe 
your imprudence therefore, provided this captive 
take the turban immediately. Upon which he 
ſent for a Marabou, or Mahometan prieſt, and I 
was dreſſed in a Turkiſh habit. I did what they 
would, without having the leaſt power to oppoſe 
it. Or rather, I did not know what I did in the 
diſorder I was in. How many Chriſtians are 
there, who would have been as weak as myſelf 
upon ſuch an occaſion! 

After the ceremony, I went out of the ſerag- 
lio, with the name of Sidy Hally, to exerciſe a 
little employment which Solyman gave me. I 
never ſaw the ſultana afterwards: but one day a 
eunuch of her's came to me. He brought me 
jewels to the value of two thouſand ſultanines of 
gold, with a letter, wherein ſhe aſſured me that 
ſhe would never forget the generous complais 
ſance I ſhewed in turning Mahometan to fave her 
life. And indeed, beſides the preſents I receive 
ed from Farrukbnaz, I obtained by her means an 
employment more conſiderable than the former, 
and in leſs than ſeven years time I became "nu 
of the richeſt renegadoes in Algier. 

You will eaſily imagine, that if I aſſiſted at 
the prayers which the Muſſulmen make in their 
_ moſques, and did the other duties of their reli- 
gion, it was nothing in me but grimace, I kept 

oon of entering again into the bo- 


| 1 of the 9 and for that purpoſe I in- 
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tended as . ſoon as poſſible to get over into 
Spain or Italy with the wealth I had amaſſed. 
In the mean while I lived very agreeably. I bad 
a, fine houſe, pleaſant gardens, a great number of 
lleves, and very handſome women in my ſerag- 
lio. Though the Mahometans are forbid the- 
uſe of wine, yet moſt of them will take the 
liberty to drink it in ſecret, For my part, I 
dank it without any fear or ptecaution, as all 
che renegadoes do, I remember two pot-com® 
panions, with whom I often paſſed away a night 
very merrily.  Cne was a Jew, and the other 
an Arabian. I took them fax good. honeſt fel- 
loweg and therefore was not under the leaſt con- 
ſtraint in their company. One night I invited 
them to ſup with me: a dog of mine, which I 
loved paſhonately, 3 to die that very day: 
we waſhed his body, and interred it with all the 
ceremonies uſed in the funerals of the Mahome- 
- tans, We did not do this to ridicule the Muſe 
ſulman religion, but only for. a frolic, and to ſa- 
tisfy a fooliſh whim, which took us in our cups, 
to pay the laſt duties to my dog. 
This action had like to have tuined me. The 
next day there came a man, who ſaid to me, 
Signior Sidy Hally, an important affair brings 
me to you. His Lordſhip the Cady would ſpeak 
with you. Pray take the pains to come to him 
immediately. An Arabian merchent, who ſup-: 
ped with you laft night, has informed bim of. a 
ceitain impiety committed by 125 With relation,” - 
to a dog, which you buried. 1 wheres. 
cakon of my meg ing you, 9, d before 
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the judge, If you fail to appear, I give you no- 
tice that a proceſs will be iſſued out againſt you, 
Having faid this, he went his way, and left me 
thunderſtruck at bis ſummons. The Arabian had 
not the leaft cauſe to complain of me, and I could 
not imagine why. the villain bad betrayed me 
thus. The buſineſs, however, required my deep 
attention. I knew the Cady to be a man ſevere 
in appearance, but not very ſcrupulous at the bot- 
tom, ſo 1 put two hundred ſultanines of gold 
into my purſe, and repaired to his houſe: he had 
me into his cloſet, and ſaid to me with a ſtern 
countenance: you are an impious, facrilegious, 
abominable wretch. You have interied a dog 
like a Muſſulman, profane as you are! Is this, 
the reſpect you have for our moſt ſacred ceremo- 
nies? and did you turn Mahometan only to 
make a jeſt of our worſhip? My Lord, replied 
I, the Arabian who gave you that falſe infor- 
mation, that falſe friend, is an accomplice in my 
crime, if it be a crime to grant the honours of 
burial to a faithful domeſtic, to a poor creature 
that had a thouſand good qualities. He loved 
people of worth and diſtinction ſo much, that e- 
ven at his death he was reſolved to give them 
proofs of his friendſhip. He leaves them all his 
wealth by a will which he made, and of which 
I am executor. To one he bequeathes twenty 
crowns, to another thirty, and he has not forgot 
pour lordſhip, continued I, pulling out my purſe; . 
_ "here zes two hundred ſultanines of gold, which 


be charged metd give you. into your own hands. 
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mine, could not help laughing for the life of 
bim; and as we were alone, he took the purſe 
without ceremony, ſaying, while he diſmiſſed 
me, Go, Signior Sidy Hally, you did very 
well in interring with pomp and honour a 
dog that had ſo much conſideration for perſons 
of merit. | 

By this means I extricated myſelf out of this 
ugly buſineſs, and if it did not make me wiſer, 
at leaſt it made me more cautious, | I drank no 
more with the Arabian, nor even with the Jew. 
J choſe for my companion a young gentleman of 
Leghorn, who was my own ſlave. His name 
was Azarini. I was not like other renegadoes, 
who are more cruel to their Chriſtian ſlaves than 
the Turks themſelves are. All mine waited 
very patiently for their redemption, And in» 
deed, I uſed them ſo kindly, that they them- 
ſelves told me they were more apprehenſive of 
changing their maſter than deſirous of liberty, 
notwithſtanding the charms it has for people in 
Davery. 
One day the Dey? s ſhips returned with ſome 
confiderable prizes. They brought above a hun- 
dred ſlaves of both ſexes, which they bad taken 
upon the coaſts of Spain, Solyman kept but a 
very ſmall number for himſelf, and the reſt were 
expoſed to ſale. I went to the market place, 
and bought a Spaniſh girl between ten and 
twelve years of age. She wept and took on arg 
a violent rate. I was ſurpriſed to ſee one of her 
age ſo ſenſible of captivity. Þ ſpoke: to her in 
Spaniſh to moderate her anflierien, and affured 
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her ſhe was fallen into the bands of a maſter. 


who was not without humanity, though he wore 
a turban. The young creature was fo full of her 
grief that ſhe did not min me. She did nothing 


but ſigh and ſob, and from time to time cried. 


out: Oh mother! why are we parted ? I ſhould 
be contented, if we vere but together. In pro- 


nouncing theſe words ſhe turned her eyes upon 
a woman between forty and fifty, who ſtood at 


ſome little diſtance off, and who, with a down« 


caſt look, waited in filence till ſomebody pur- 


chaſed her. I aſkeèd the girl, if the perſon ſhe 
looked at was her mother? Alas! yes, Sir, an- 


ſwered ſhe, for God's ſake do not let us be part- - 


ed. Well! child, ſaid I, if your being together 
will give you comfort, you ſhall ſoon be ſatis ſi- 
ed. At the ſame time I approached to the mo- 
ther to bargain for her; but I had no ſooner be- 


held her face, than with the utmoſt emotion 1 
recollected the features, the very features of Lu» 


cinda. Juſt Heaven! ſaid 1 to myſelf; it is 
my mother ! it is undoubtedly ſhe herſelf! For 
her part, whether her misfoctunes made every 
body about her ſeem her foes, or whether m 

dreis diſguiſed me, or that I was really altered in 
the twelve years that I had been abſent from her, 


ſhe did not at all remember me. - After having. 
bought her too, I carried her with her W 


to my. houſe, : 
There it was that I meant to ſurpriſe her ih” 


4 informing her who I was; Madam, faid I to 
— Lucmda, is it poſſible that my features do not 


: . Aike jo; cho and a turban make 
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you forget your own ſon Raphael? At theſe 
words my mother ſtarted up, viewed me atten- 
tively, recolleAed me, and we tenderly embraced 
each other. Afterwards I embraced her daugh- 


ter, who perhaps: no more knew ſhe had a bro- 


ther, than I did that I had a fiſter. Confeſs, 


ſaid I to my mother, that there is not in all your 


plays a meeting between two friends fo true and 


natural as this. Son, replied ſhe fighing, I at 


firſt rejoiced to ſee you; but my joy is converted 
into grief, In what a condition, alas! do 1 
find you! My flavery gives me a thouſand times 
- Hey- 


leſs uneaſineſs than the odious habit- 
day! interrupted I laughing, this is fine i'faith ! 


Who would have looked for this conſcientiouſ- 


neſs in an atreſs? You muſt be greatly alters 
ed, mother, if my. metamorphoſis.is ſo extreme» 


1ly;offenfive to you. ' Inſtead of being ſhocked 
at my turban, look upon me as an actor that 


plays the part of a Turk. Though I am a re- 
negade, yet I am no more a Muſſulman that I 


was in Spain; I am as ſtrict an adherent to 


Chriſtianity as ever. When you know all the 


adyentures that have happened to me in this 


country, you will excuſe my conduct. Love is 
the cauſe of my apoſtaſy. I am a facrificer to 


that little god. I take that from you. There 
is another reaſon, added I, why you ſhould not 
be diſpleaſed at ſeeing me in this ſituation. You 
expected to have ſuffered a rigorous captivity, 
and inſtead of that have met, in the pee t 
your maſter, a ſon who is full of tenderneſs And 


reſped, and who is rich enougarte maintzn 


r 
5 F4 1 - 24 
* OE „%% bon * ; D ett 3 8 9 
* ** & 5 7 p . <> . * + 85 a 93 3 * 
* 725 , \ g * X Z. , 
- / 13 5 1 * 4 4 
0 2 S * of * + 
4 N 7 1 & K I ad * 
4 2 * 0 * 
x 0 - * 1 ] ih 0 'T" 
85 : | 3 
— 20S 3%. * ws » * 7 20-28 
0 * x q >" 8 
= 2 1 N ** i - 
ory - << * of = ob - * 
$i 5 a, s x 
Ps.” 2 1 n 
OY : > : * 
5 8 * . * 1 
3 1 8 
* 


8 * 
. 


6 e 


you ba in abundahds till an oeccaßon of- 


fers of returning into Spain with ſafety," Tou 


muſt therefore confeſs the truth of the pro- 
verb, which ſays, It is an ill wind that blows no» 
body good, FER: 


My ſon, anſwered Lucinda, nee it is your in- 


tention to return again into your country, and 
there to abjure Mahometaniſm, Fam ſatisfied, 
Thank Heaven, continued the, I may then carry 
back to! Caſtile your little filter Beatrice, ſafe 
and ſound as I brought her away. Yes, madam, 
ſaid I, you may ſo. We will all three of us, as 
ſoon as pollrble, go home to the reſt of our 
family; for I ſuppoſe you have no other tokens 


of your fruitfulneſs left in Spain ? No, replied my, 


mother, I have no other children beſides you 
two: and Beatrice, I would have you to know, 
is the fruit: of a lawful marriage. Ah! cried 
why did you give my little filter that advantage 
over me ? How could you endure the thoughts 
ol marriage? I have in my infancy heard you ſay 
a thouſand times, that for a handſome woman to 
take a huſband: is unpardonable. That was a 
great many years ago, an{wered ſhe; I have ſince 
altered my mind; even men, let their reſolutions 
be never ſo firm, are apt to change them: and 
how then can you think a weak woman ſhould 
be immoveable in ber's? I will tell you the 


1 


hiſtory of my life, continued ſhe, ſince the time 


that xu left Madrid. Then ſhe made me the 

following relation, which I ſhall never forget; 
Iwill not deprive you. of the — of n 
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If you remember right, ſaid my mother, it is 


almoſt thirteen years ſince you quitted young 


Leganez, About that time the Duke de Me- 
dina Celi told me he would ſup with me in pri- 
vate ſome evening or other He fet the day. 


1 waited for him. He came and liked me. He 


deſired I would for his ſake turn off all his rivals. 
I granted him his requeſt, hoping he would pay 


me well for it. He did ſo, The very next day 


I received preſents from him, which were after - 

wards followed by a great many others. I ſear- 
ed I ſhould not be able to hold long in my chains 
a man of his quality; and I was the more ap- 
prehenfive, becauſe I knew he had eſcaped from 
teveral famous beauties, who loſt him almoſt as 


ſoon as they had him, Yet the pleaſure he took 


in my company was ſo far from decr:afing,that he 
ſeemed to be more delighted with me every day. 


In ſhort, I bit upon the art of amuſing him, and 


hindered his heart, which was naturally wavering 
and inconſtant, from giving the reins to its na- 
tural inclinations. | 

He had now loved me three months, and I 
bad reaſon to flatter myſelf that bis paſhon would 
be of long continuance, when a gentlewoman of 


my-acquaintance, and myſelf, went to a concert of 


muſick where he happened to be with his Du- 
cheſs. We chanced to place ourſelves pretty 
near. ber Ladyſhip, who took it in her head to be 


offended at my daring to appear in the Place | 
where ſhe was. She ſent one of her women! o 


bid me go out that moment. I gave ber 
bet a rough anſwer. The Ducheſs was ſo ene 3 
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that ſhe complained to her hufband, who came to 
me in perſon, and ſaid to me; Lucinda, go out: 
when a nobleman condeſcends to converſe with 
ſuch a creature as you are, ſhe ought not there» 
fore to forget herſelf. If we love you better than 


our wives, at leaſt we honour our wives more than 


you : And as often as you have the impudence 
to ſet yourſelf up againſt them, you will always 
have the mortification to be treated with e con- 
tempt. a 
Happily tos. me, the Duke maids me this" 
ſhocking. ſpebch in ſo low a voice that nobody 
elſe heard it. I withdrew in the utmolt per- 
plexity, and cried with vexation at having been 
ſo dreadfully mortified. To add to my confu- 
fion the players got notice of this affair that ve- 
ry night. One would imagine thoſe people had 
a demon among them that takes delight in tel- 
ling the one what happens to the other. Has 
an actor, for example, been guilty of ſome ex» 
travagancy in a debauch, or an actreſs had a 
quarrel with her gallant All the company are 
immediately info;med. of it. My comrades 
therefore knew what had happened at the con- 
cert, and I will leave you to judge how free they 
were in laughing at my expence. There reigns 
among them a ſpirit of charity, which is ſure to 
manifeſt itſelf upon ſuch occaſions. But I de- 
ſpifed all they could ſay, and comforted myſelf 
as well as I could for the loſs of the Duke de 


. Medina Cel, who no more viſited me; and I 
was anformed ſhortly after that a nymph of the 


4 ec hook made a 4 or him. * 25 
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When an actreſs has the good fortune to be 
in vogue, ſhe cannot want lovers; and the paſ- 


ſion of a nobleman, though it laſt but three days, 


adds greatly to her value. I was preſently be- 
fieged with gallants, when it was known in Ma- 
drid that the Duke had left me. The rivals [ 
had ſacrificed to him, were now more captivated 
with my charms than before, and returned to 
my chains in whole crowds ; I received the ho · 
mage of a thouſand other hearts. I was never 


fo much in falhion. Of all the men who court- 


ed my graces, none ſeemed ſo zealous as a luſty 
German belonging to the Duke of Oſſuna. He 


was no very amiable perſon indeed; but he won 


me by a thouſand piſtoles, which he had ſcraped 
up in his maſter's ſervice, and of which he was 
wondrous generous, to gain the honour of being 
in the liſt of my happy lorers. This Adonis's 
name was Brutandorf. As long as his money 
laſted, I gave him a favorable reception; but 
when that was gone, he found my door ſhut. 


This proceeding of mine diſpleaſed him. He 


came to me at the theatre in the middle of the 
play. I was behind the ſcenes. He began to 
reproach me. U laughed in his face. He flew 
into a rage, and gave me a box on the ear, like 
a true German as he was. I fhrieked aloud. 

The play was interrupted. I came upon the 
ſtage, and addrefling myſelf to the Duke of Of- 
ſuna, who happened to be preſent that night 
with his ducheſs, I demanded Tatisfaction” for 


the High Dutch behaviour of "his e e rs 


The Duke ordered the © play to 80 1 5 and faid he 
= would 


would hear both parties, when we had conclud- 
. ed the piece. As ſoon as it was over, I came 


before the Duke and told him my grievances in 


a very paſſionate manner. As for the German, 


he employed but two words in his defence, He 
ſaid that inſtead of repenting ot what he had 
done, if it were to do again, : would do it. 
The Duke of Oſſuna, having heard us both, ſaid 
to my adverſary: Brutandorf, I diſcharge you 
my houſe, and forbid you-appearing before me 
again; not for having giving this actreſs a box 
on the ear, but for having been diſreſpectful to 
your maſter and miſtreſs, and putting a ſtop. to- 
the entertainment in their preſence. 

I was very much vexed at this ſentence, and 


greatly provoked that the German ſhould not be 
turned away for the affront he had given me, I 


imagined that ſuch a crime again{t an actreſs 


ought to have been as ſeverely puniſhed as petty- 


treaſon 3 but this diſagreeable event undeceived 
me, and convinced me that the world makes a+ 
great deal of diſtinction between the actors and 
the characters they repreſent. This gave me a 
diſguſt to the ſtage. _ I. reſolved to abandon it, 
and go ſpend the remainder of my days at a di(>- 
tance from Madrid. I choſe the city of Valen- 


cia for the place of my retreat, and thither I went 


incog. with the value of twenty thouſand ducats 
in cath and jewels, which I thought more than 


enough to maintain me the reſt of my days, ſince 


I-deiigned to lead a retired lite. I bired a ſmall: 


_ houſe at Valencia, and took no other domeſtics - 
8 man a woman as 2 {Pee who knew no more. 
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of me than the reſt of my neighbours. I gave 
myſelf out for the widow of an officer of the 
King's houſhold, and- pretended to have pitched 
upon Valencia for the place of my reſidence, be- 


cauſe it had the character of being one of the 


moſt agreeable places in all Spain. I contrace , 
ed but very ſew acquaintance, and obſerved ſo 


regular a conduct, that no body ever ſuſpected 


me to have been a player. Bur, notwithſtand- 
ing my deſire of being private, I attracted the 
notice of a cavalier, who had a country-houſe 
near Paterna. He was a very hapgſome gentle- 
man, between thirty and forty year bd; but for 
all his nobility, he was very much in debt, 
which is no great rarity in the kingdom of Va- 
lencia, more than in a great many other countries, 

'This Signior Hidalgo finding my perſon a- 
greeable enough, was willing to know if I could 


anſwer his purpoſe as to my fortune. He ſent 


his ſpies out upon the hunt, and had the pleaſure 
to be informed by them, that with a tolerable 
face I was in very flowing circumſtances. Pleaſ- 
ed with this account of me, he ſoon afterwards 
ſent me a good old woman, who' told me, that 
being equally charmed with my virtue and beau- 
ty, he made me a tender of his faith, and that 
he was ready to lead me to the altar, if I would 
favour him with my hand. LI aſked three days 
time to conſider of it. I inquired about the 


gentleman; and the. excellent character I heard 


of him, though 1 found his affairs were but in a 


pitiful poiture, made me preſenthy determine oe, . 
marry him, which I did not 5 alter. . 


> bk 
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Don Manuel de Xercia, which was my huſ- 
band's name, carried me immediately to his caſ- 
tle: it had a very ancient look, of which he was 
exceſſive vain, He ſaid it had been formerly 
built by one of his anceſtors, and from thence 


concluded that there was not a more ancient 


houſe in, Spain than that of Xercia. But this 
fine title to nobility was almoſt deſtroyed by 
time; and the caſtle, which was propped up in 
ſeveral places, threatened immediate ruin, How 
happy it was for Doi Manuel that he married 


me! Above half of my money was ſpent in re- 


pairs, and the reſt ſerved to put us in a condition 
to make a figure in the country And now be» 


hold nie as it were in a new world; transforme- 


ed into a lady of a caſtle, and the greateſt wo- 
man in all the pariſh. What a metamorphoſis 
was here! I was too good an actreſs not to ſup- 
port, with dignity, the ſplendor with which I 
was inveſted by my rank. I aſſumed high the» 
atrical airs, which made the poor country folk 
believe me deſcended from ſome very great fa- 
mily, What ſport would there have been among 
them at my expence, had they known the truth 


of the matter! The people of faſhion would have 
thrown a thouſand taunts upon me, and even the 


peaſants have abated a great deal of the reſpect 
they now ſhewed me. 


I had lived very happily with Don Manuel a- bs 


hank fix years, when he died, He left my af- 


fairs in great perplexity, with your ſiſter Bea- 
tries who was then four years old. Che caſtle, 


_ Which Was our {whole eltate, happened _— 5 
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to be mortgaged to ſeveral creditors, the chief of 


whom was called Bernard Aſtuto; and well he 
deſetved that name! He practiſed at Valencia 
the employment of an attorney, which he per- 


formed with great ſkill, having ſtudied the law a 


little to be the better killed in doing injuſtice, 


What a terrible creditor he was! A caſtle in the 
claws of ſuch an attorney, is like a dove in the 
talons of a kite. Signior Aſtuto, as ſoon as he 
underflood my huſband's death, immediately laid 
ſiege to the caſtle, He bad undoubtedly blown 


it up by the mines of chicanery he had begun to 


dig, if my good genius had not interpoſed in its 


aſſiſtance, and reſolved to make the befieger my 
| flave, I had the good fortune to captivate him 


* 


in an interview which I bad with him relating 


to our affairs, I own I ſpared nothing that I 


thought might inſpire him with love, and the de- 


fire of ſaving my eſtate made me try upon bim 


all the airs and glances with which I had ſo often 


ſucceeded ſo well. But though I was a very 
great miſtreſs of my art, yet I very much feared 


I ſhould never be able to inflame an attorney, 


He was fo ingulphed in buſineſs, that he did not 


ſeem ſuſceptible of an amorous impreſſion, Yet- 


this morole, this aukward ſcrawler, took more 
pleaſure in ſceing me than I could imagine: 


Madam, ſaid he, I do not know how to make 
love: 1 have always applied myſelf fo cloſely to 


my buſineſs, that I know nothing of the uſages 


and cuſtoms of gallantry. Not that Lam igno- . 


rant of the eſſential part thereof; and to come to 


* Point, if you will have nat L-will ſtop all/ 
| | DA 1 


further proceedings in the ſuit 3 I will -bubble 
the creditors, who have joined with me to have 
your eſtate ſold. You' ſhall enjoy the income, 


and the property of it ſhall be your daugh» 


ter's. Beatrice's intereſt and my own did not pers 
mit me to heſitate. _ I accepted the propoſal: 
The attorney kept his word. He turned his 
aims againſt the other creditors, and ſecured me 
in the poſſeſſion of my caſtle. This perhaps 
was the firſt time he ever befriended tHe PO 
and the orphan. 

Thus I became an attorney's wifey but by 
this new match I quite loſt myſelf in the minds 
of the. gentry of Valencia, The women of qua- 
lity looked on me as one that had debaſed her- 
ſelf to the greateſt degree, and therefore would 
not keep company with me, I was forced to 


take up with ſome city-ladies. This at ficlt 


gave me ſome little uneaſineſs, becauſe for above 
fix years together I bad been uſed to keep com- 
_ pany with none but ladies of diſtinction ; but 1 
ſoon made myſelf eaſy in that point. I became 
_ acquainted with the wife of a ſcrivener, and with 
thoſe of two attornies : their characters were ve 
ry comical, There was ſomething ridiculous 
in their behaviour, which diverted me extremes 
ly, heir ladythips fancied they had a thouſand 
excellencies above the reſt of their ſex. Alas! 
cried I to myſelf when I ſaw their extravagan= 
cies, this is the way of the world All imagine 
they excel their neighbours, I uſed to think, 
that only aste ſles forgot themſelves at this rate, 
Bury $ Nara -. city-dames were not a whit 
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more reaſonable. I wiſh, for their puniſhment;. 
they were obliged to keep in their houſes the 


pictures of their anceſtors : faith, I hardly think 


they would place them i in the moſt conſpicuous- 


part. n+ 9D 


Four years after our marriage, Signior Ber- 


nard Aſtuto fell ſick, and died, without chil- 
dren. With the eſtate he left me, and what I 
had before, I ſaw myſelf a very rich widow, and 
had the reputation of being ſo. Upon this re- 
port a Sicilian gentleman named Cholifichini, re- 
| ſolved to attach himſelf to me, either till he had 


ruined me or married me; he left it to me to 


chuſe. He came from Palermo to ſee Spain, and 


having fatisfied his curioſity, he waited at Valen- 
tia for an opportunity of returning into Sicily. 


The cavalier was about five and twenty years of age. 


He was well ſhaped, though ſhort, and, in a 
word, his perſon pleaſed me. He found means 
to ſpeak with me in private, and I muſt needs. 
own I grew paſhonately in love with him at our- 
firſt interview. The young rogue, on his fide, . 


ſeemed quite captivated with my charms. I be- 
lieve really we ſhould have married immediate - 


ly, had not the attorney's death, which was ſtill 
recent, bindered me from contracting ſo ſoon a- 
new engagement. But ever ſince I had taken 
a fancy to matrimony, I always obſerved mea- 


ſures of decency, to avoid ſcandal. 


It was ſettled therefore, that we ſhould defer- 
our mariiage for ſome time. In the mean time 


Colifichini was very aſſiduous about me, and bis 
love, inſtead of cooling, ſeemed to on MAC. = 
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violent every day. The poor gentleman was not 


very well provided with ready money. I per- 


ceived it, and took care to furniſn him. Be- 
ſides that I was almoſt twice his age, I remember - 
ed that in my youth I had laid the men under 


contribution, and looked upon what I gave now 


28 a ſort of reſtitution which eaſed my conſcience, 


We waited as patienily as we were able, till the 
time of my mourning was expired. Then we 
went to the altar, where we bound ourſelves to 
each other; in eternal bonds. Afterwards we 
retired to my caſtle; where, I may ſay, we lived 


more like tender lovers than like man and wiſe; 155 


but alas! we were not deſtined to be long hap- 
py in one another: A. pleuriſy carried off 110 be · 
loved Colifich in. BOT 
Here 1 interrupted my mother. What! Ma- 
dam, ſaid 1, your third huſband die tool You 
are certainly. a dangerous tenement ! What 
could I do, ſon ? replied ſhe. Can I prolong _ 
the days which heaven has counted? If I have 


| loſt three huſbands, how could I help it? I very 


much regretted the loſs of two of them. He 
that I leaſt lamented was the attorney, As I 
married him only for intereſt, I was eaſily. com- 


forted for being bereft of him. But, continued 


ſhe, to return to Colifichini ; ſome months after 
his death I had a mind to go myſelf to ſee a 
country houſe near Palermo, which he had ſet- 
tled upon me for my dowry,.in our marriage- 


| contract. 1 embarked. with my daughter to 
1 ._ croſs: into Sicily; but we were taken in our paſ- 
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1 1 I brought to this city, You, by good fortune; 
== happened to be in the place where we were ex- 


poſed to ſale, We might otherwiſe have fallen 
into the hands of ſome barbarous maſter, who 
would have uſed us ervelly, and kept us perhaps 
always in flavery, while you might not oath 
known what was become of us. e 
Such was my mother's ſtory. After which; : 
gentlemen, I gave her the beſt apartment in my _ 
houſe, with permiſſion to live how ſhe thought 5 
fit; which ſhe liked very much. She had in 
' the whole courſe of her life been ſo aceuſtomed 
to love, that ſhe could not poſſibly do without a 
huſband or a lover, At firſt ſhe caſt her eyes 
upon ſome of my ſlaves; but Haly Pagelin, a 
Greek renegade, who came frequently to' my 
| houſe, ſoon attracted All her attention. She con- 
"ceived more love for hi... than ſhe had ever had 
for Colifichiniz and ſhe was ſo perfect a miſ- 
treſs of the art of pleaſing men, that ſhe found 
means to charm him as well as the reſt, I wink» 
ed at their intelligence. My thoughts then 
were wholly employed upon my return into Spain. 
The Dey had permitted me to arm a ſhip for 
piracy. This took up all my time, and about a 
week before I had finiſhed it, Iſaid to Lucinda; 
Madam, we ſhall now depart from Algier very 
ſpeedily ; we ſhall bid farewell to this abode, for 
which you bave ſuch an averſion: 4 
My mother became pale at theſe words, and 
ſtood ſpeechleſs, I was e aſtoniſhed at it. "Oe 4 
What do I ſee ? cried IJ. Whence can proceec 
the uneaſineſs which appears in oer ez 
I 
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You look as if theſe tidings gave you afflictioen 
inſtead of joy. I thought it would be the highs» 
eſt pleaſure to you to hear that I have made eve- 
ry thing ready for our departure. Have you no 
longer then any deſire of returning into Spain? 
None at all, fon, replied my mother; I have felt 
ſo much ſorrow there, that J renounce it for e- 
ver. Wbat do I hear ? cried I, ſurpriſed; fay 
rather it is love which gives you an averſion to 
pour country. How are you altered! When 
firſt you arrived in this city, every thing you ſaw 
was odious to you; but Haly Pagelin has given 
you other inclinations. I do not deny it, repli- 
ed Lucinda: I love that renegade, whom 1 de- 
ſign to take for my fourth huſband,” What a 
project is this! interrupted 1 with boxcor } 
W hat, marry a Turk ! Do you forget you are a 
Chriſtian ? or rather you never poſſeſſed any 
thing of it but the name. Ahl mother, what 
a project do you lay before my eyes! Lou are 
reſolved upon deſtruction. You are about to em- 
brace that voluntarily, which I did only ne 
neceſſity. 75 $7.90 
I made uſe of ſeveral other e to chr. 
ſuade her from this folly; but my eloquence was 
all to no purpoſe. She had taken her reſolu- 
tions. She did not content herſelf with follow - 
ing her wicked inclination, and leaving me to 
marry. a renegade ; ſhe wanted to carry Beatrice 
along with her alſo. I oppoſed her ſtoutly in 
this. Ah, wretched Lucinda! ſaid I; if nothing 
dan perſuade you, at leaſt ruin none but yourſelf 


3 F MF your raſh ny. Do not drag an innocent 
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child to the precipice from which you are going 
to calt yourſelf. Lucinda left me without ma- 
king any reply. I fancied ſhe had ſtill ſome re- 
mains of reaſon in her, which hindered her from 
perſiſting in demanding her daughter. How 
little was I acquainted with my mother ! Two 
days afterwards one of my ſlaves ſaid to me: my 
Lord, take care of yourſelf. A flave of Pegelin 
has imparted a thing to me of which you cannot 
make your advantage too ſoon. Your mother 
has changed her religion, and to puniſh you for 
having refuſed her Beatrice, is reſolved to inform 
the Dey of your intended flight. I did not in 
the leaſt doubt but Lucinda was capable of doing 
what the flave ſaid. I had had time to ſtudy 
her temper, and I found that by the habit of aQ- 
ing bloody parts in tragedies, ſhe had made her- 
=  felf familiar with guilt. She would not have 
8 been in the leaſt afflicted with ſeeing me burnt 
alive, and would only have looked upon it as the 
cataſtrophe of a play. | 
I was determined therefore not to neglect the 
notice my flave had given me. I haſtened the 
preparation of my ſhip. I hired Turks, accor- 
ding to the cuſtom of the Algerine pirates that 


1 ꝗ o on a cruiſe ; but I hired no more than juſt e- 
f | nom to clear me from all ſuſpicion, and I failed 
. out of the port as ſoon as poſſible, with all my 
= ſlaves, and my ſiſter Beatrice You may well 


believe that I did not forget to carry with me 
what little money and jewels I was .maſter of. 
It might amount to about the value of fix thous 3 

ſand ducats. When we got to ſea, we - = 93 

| | | ſecures, Þ 
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ſecure the Turks. We eaſily chained them, be- 
cauſe my ſlaves were more numerous than they. 
We had ſo fair a wind that we ſoon reached the 
coaſt of Italy. We arrived, without the leaſt 
bad accident, at the port of Leghorn, where I 
believe the. whole city ran out to ſee us land. 
The father of my ſlave Azarini happening, either 
by chance, or out of curioſity, to be among the 
ſpectators, viewed all my ſlaves with great atten- 
tion as they got out of the ſhip; but though he 
ſearched for the features of his ſon, yet he little 
exp-cted to find him here. What tranſports 
and embraces were then between them, when 
they recolleCted each other! _ 

When Azatini had told his father who L was, 
and what had brought me to Leghorn, the old 
man obliged me, and Beatrice too, to take a lod- 
ging in his honſe. I ſhall omit the detail of a 
thouſand things which I was forced to do to re- 
enter into the boſom of the church ; I ſhall only 
obſerve that I abjured Mahometaniſm with much 
more ſincerity than I embraced it, Aſter I had 
entirely purged myſelf of my Algerine gall, 1 
ſold my ſhip, and gave all my flaves their free- 
dom. As for the Turks, they were detained in 
the priſons of Leghorn, to be exchanged for 
Chriſtians, I received from both the Azarini's 
the beſt of treatment; nay, the ſon married my 
ſiſter Beatrice, who indeed was no ill match to 
him, ſince ſhe was a gentleman's daughter, and 
heireſs of the caſtle of Xercia, which my mother 
bad taken care to farm out to a rich countryman 
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of Paterna, when ſhe formed the deſign of crol- 
fing into Sicily. 
HFaving ſtaid ſome time at Leghorn, I ſet out 
from thence for Florence, which I longed to ſee. 
I did not go thither without letters of recom- 
mendation. Old Azarini had friends in the 
court of the Great Duke, and he recommended 
me to them as a Spaniſh gentleman that was his 
ally. I prefixed Don to my name, imitating 
therein a number of mean Spaniards, who make 
no ſcruple of aſumingthat title when outof their 
own country. I therefore called myſelf Don 
Raphael with a great deal of impudence, and as 
1 had brought from Algier wherewithal to ſup- 
port my nobility and dignity, I appeared at court 
in ſplendour, The cavaliers to whom Azarint 
had written in my favour, gave out that I was a 
perſon of quality; ſo that their teſtimony, toge- 
ther with the airs I gave myſelf, made me eaſily 
paſs for a conſiderable man. I foon got ac- 
qQuainted with ſome of the principle lords, who 
preſented me to the Great Duke. I had the 
good fortune to pleaſe him. I applied myſelf to 
ſtudy the diſpoſition of that prince. I liſtened 
attentively to what his oldeſt courtiers ſaid to 
him, and by that means diſcovered his inclina- 
tions. I obſerved among other things, that he 
loved raillery, tales, and witty repartees. I mo- 
delled mylelt accordingly. I wrote in my table- 
book every morning the ſtories I defigned for 
the day. I had a whole budget full of them. 
But, though I was very careful not tobe too laviſh. 
of them, it began to grow empty, ſo that I m 
bas 


r n 


have been obliged to uſe repetition, or lg every 
body ſee I was at the end of my apo ge, if 
the fruitfulneſs of my invention had not fürth 
ed me with fictions 1 made gallant and hu- 
morous tales, which very much diverted the 
Great Duke: and, as it frequently happens with 
profeſſed wits, I wrote down every morning the 
bright ſallies of wit I ſhould make uſe of in the . 
afternoon as extempore. 

1 alfo ſet up for a poet, and conſecrated my 
muſe to the honour of the prince. LI freely con- 
ſels my verſes were none of the beſt; neither 
were they criticiſed ; but bad they been better, 
I doubt whether they could have met with a bet= 
ter reception from the Great Duke. He ſeem- 
ed very well ſatisfied with them. Perhaps the 
ſubject hindered. him from ſeeing their-faults, 
Be that as it will, he by degrees took ſuch a lik- 
ing to me, as gave umbrage to the courtiers. 
They endeavoured to find out who I was; but in 
vain, Diſcovering, however, that I had been a 
renegade, they did not fail to inform the prince 
of it, in hopes of ruining me with him; but it 
would nit do. On the contrary, the Great Duke 
one day bid me give him a faithful account of 
my voyage to Algier. I obeyed him, and my 
adventures, which 1 did not at all diſguiſe great; 

. diverted bim 
Dan Raphael, ſays he to me, aſter 1 bad end- 
ed my narration, I have a kindneſs for you, and 
I will give you a convincing proof of it, I will 
make you the depoſitory of my ſecrets; and, as 
an earneſt, will tell you that J am in love with 
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þ Te wile 8 e bmy miniſters of ſtate. She is 


ett lady ien. my court, but at the 
"the moſtsvirtuous. She applies her- 


the n 
au ti 


ſelf engel to the Airs of her family, and 
is ſolely atta 


to her huſban dv ho adores her; 
ſhe ſeems to be Pagrant of the. noiſe which ber 
charms make in Horence; Feu may eaſily ima- 
1 that the conqueſt of ſuch a lady muſt be 

ery difficult; but yet as inacceſſible as ſhe is, 


| be has ſometimes heard my ſighs; I have found 


means to talk with her in private. She knows 
my ſentiments. I cannot flatter myſelf ſo far as 


to imagine I have inſpired her with mutual love. 


She has given me no cauſe to form ſo agreeable 


a thought. However, I do not deſpair of plea- 
ſing her by my aſſiduity, and by the diſcreet ſe- 
crecy which I obſerve in my addreſſes. 


No one knows of the paſſion 1 have for this 


lady, continued he, but herſelf, Inſtead of fol- 


lowing the dictates of my inclination without 


conſtraint, and acting as lord of my own will, I 
conceal my love as much as poſſible. I think 


myſelt bound to do this much for the ſake of Maſ- 


Carini, the huſband of her I love. The zeal 


and attachment which he ſhews for me, his ſer- 
vices and his probity, oblige me to conduct 
myſelf with great ſecrecy and circumſpection. 
I will not plunge a dagger into the breaſt of 
that unhappy huſband, by openly declaring my- 
ſelf in love with bis wife. I would, if poſſi- 
ble, keep him ignorant of my paſſion ;, for 1 
am perſwaded he would die with grief, ſhould 
he know the ſecret I intruſt you with bY 
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therefore . my * as ugh, as „Gente, | 
and have pitched upon you fot: my a> bafiador - 
to Lucretia,.to inform, her. pt” allsthe iteges i 
endure by puttingitiis. conſiraint,wpon.. myſelf. 
You ſhall be the interpreterzof my thoughts. 
I do not doubt but ;ybu* will acquit yourſelf of 
this employaent to a mifacle. Contract ac- 
quaintance with. Maſcarani. Endeavour to gain 
his friendſhip... Get acceſs to his houſe, and 
procure. the liberty of talking with his wiſe. 
This is what I beg of you, and which I am 
certain you will perform with all the addreſs 
and diſcretion requiſite in ſo delicate an al- 
fair. N 

I promiſed abi Great Duke to uſe my ute 
moſt efforts to anſwer his confidence, and to 
contribute to the ſucceſs of his flame. I kept 
my word with him ſoon afterwards, I ſpared 
nothing to pleaſe Maſcarini, and I eafily accom- 
pliſhed my end, Charmed to ſee his friendſhip 
ſought after by one ſo beloved by the prince, 
he met me half way in it. His houſe was als 
ways open to me. I had free acceſs to his wife, 
and I may ſay without vanity; I behaved myſelf fo 
well, that he never had the leaſt ſuſpicion of the 
bulineſs 1 came upon. It is true, for an I. 
talian, he was not. much addicted to jealouſy: 

he confided in the virtue of his Lucretia, and 
ſhutting himfelf up in his ſtudy, often left me 
alone with her. Then I came bluffly to the 
point. I ö talked to her of the Grear Duke's: paſ-" 
lion, and told her that I came to talk to her of 
that prince... She ſeemed not to be taken with 


— 11 bim; 


bim; yet 1 N obſerve that her vanity would : 


not give her leave entirely to rejeCt his addreſ- 
ſes. © ShMook delight in hearing them, though 
ſhe would not make any return. She did not 
want underſtanding, but ſhe was a woman; and 
could ſee that her virtue inſenſibly gave way to 
the pride of having a ſovereign in her chains. 
In ſhort, the prince had reaſon to flatter bimſelf, 
that, without uſing the violence of Tarquin, he 
might ſee Lucretia in his arms. But ah acci- 
dent, which he little expected, iy all theſe 
hopes, as I ſhall inform you, 

I have naturally a good deal of bes 
with the women. I contracted this temper, be 


it good or bad, among the Turks. Lucretia was 


beautiful, 1 forgot that I was only to play the 
part of an ambaffador. I ſpoke for myſelf, I 
offeted my ſervices to the lady with all the gal- 

Jantry I was maſter of. Inſtead of ſeeming 
Bocksd at my boldneſs, and anſwering me with 
anger, ſhe ſaid to me ſmiling; On my word, 
Don Raphael, the Great Duke has a faithful a- 

gent of you! You ſerve him with an integrity 
that can never enough be commended ! Madam, 
anſwered I, in the ſame tone, do not let us exa- 
mine things too ſcrupulouſly. Let us have no 
reflections, I beſeech you; I know very well they 
are againſt me: but I give myſelf up entirely 
to my love. And after all, I do not think I am 


the fixſt confident that ever betrayed his maſ- 


ter in point of an amour. Your great men of- 


ten find very dangerous rivals in the perfons-of _. 


their dier6uriets It may be ſo, replied Lucene bot 8 


Gil | B L A 8. 155 . 


I would have you to know that I have more pride 
in me than that comes to: leſs than a prinee muſt 
never hope to touch my heart. Regulate your con- 
duct upon this information, continued ſhe with 


a graver face, and let us now talk of ſomething 


elſe. Iam willing to forget what is paſt, upon 
condition you never preſume to be ſo audacious 
again: if you are, you may repent It, 

Though this was fair warning, and I ought 
to have followed it accordingly, yet I continued 


to teaze Maſcarini's wife about my own paſſion, 


as boldly as ever. I even Wee her more warms 


ly than I did before, to make me a return for 
my tenderneſs, and 1 was ſo raſh as to offer to 


to take liberties with her. The lady growing 
downright angry, both at my diſcourſe, and at 
the Turkery of my behaviour, obſerved no mea- 
ſures with me. She threatened to inform the 


Great Duke of my inſolence, and to prevail up- 


on him to puniſh me as 1 deſerved. 1 was 
provoked in my turn at theſe menaces. My love 
was changed into hatred. I reſolved to be te- 
venged of Lucretia for her contempt of me, TI 


went to her huſband; and having made him [wear 


that he would not betray me, L informed him 
of the intelligence there was between his wife 
and the Duke, with whom (to make the ſcene 


the more intereſting) | pretended ſhe was paſſion» - 
ately in love.  Maicarini, to prevent what might; 


happen, without making any more noiſe about 
the matter, locked up his wife in a private room, 
where he had her carefully watched by perſons 
whom he could truſt. While ſhe was thus furs! 
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rounded with Arguſſes, who prevented her ſend- 


ing any meſſage to the Great Duke, I told that 


prince in a very woeful tone, that he muſt have 


no more thoughts of Lucretia; I intimated to 


him, that Maſcarini had certainly diſcovered 


the whole ſecret, ſince he kept fo ſtrift a guard 
over his wife; that I could not conceive what 
gave him reaſon to ſuſpect me, who had always 
behaved myſclf before him with abundance of 
&iſcietion and reſerve ; that perhaps the lady 
herſelf had owned all to her hvſbind, and fo was 
locked up with her own conſent to avoid ad- 
dreſſes which alarmed her virtue. The prince 
teemed very much afflicted at my relation, I was 
concerned at his ſorrow, and have more than 
once repented what I had done; but it was toe 


late. Beſides, I muſt confeſs Ifelta ſecret plea» 
ure in having reduced to thoſe ſttaits the 


bavghty woman who treated me with ſo much 
diſdain, f 


I thus taſted with Cs the pleaſure of re- 
venge, which is fo ſweet to all the world, but 


chiefly to Spaniards; when one day the Great 
Duke being with five or fix lords of his court, 


and myſelf, faid to us; In what manner ought 
he to be puniſhed, who has abuſed the confidenee 
of his prince, and tried to undermine him in 
his miſtreſs's favour ? He ought, ſays one of the 


courtlers, to be torn in pieces by four wild hor» 


ſes: another was for having him beaten to death 
with ſticks: the leailt cre: of theſe Italians faid, - 
that he would have int fled from the top. of © 
fome high tower. Bar, lays the Great Dake, 
77 8 OY what 
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what is Don Raphael's opinion? I dare ſay the 
Spaniards are no leſs ſevere egen ſuch een 
than the Italians. | | 
Upon this I nei; as you. may eaſily i ima- 
gine, that Maſcacini had not kept his oath with 
me, or that his wife had found means to let the 
prince know what had paſſed. between her and 
me. he diſturbanee of my mind preſently 
flew into my face. But whatever confuſion I 
was in, I anſwered boldly; My lord, we Spa- 
niards are more geneross. We ſhould upon 
ſuch an occaſion forgive the confilent,; and by 
that goodneſs produce in his ſoul an eternal re- 
morſe for having betrayed his prince. Well, 
ſaid the prince, I too am capable ot the ſame ge- 
neroſity. 1 forgive thee, traitor. And indeed 
1 can blame nobody but myſelf, who was ſo in- 
diſcreet as to repoſe any confidence in a man 
whom I did not know, and whom I had reaſon 
to diſtruſt after the character I had heard of him. 
Don Raphael, added he, your puniſhment ſhall 
be this; Leave my dominions immediately, and 
ſee me no more, U retired that moment, leſs af- 
flicted at my diſgrace than overjoyed at coming 
off at ſo eaſy a rate. I embarked the very ſame 
day in a ſhip belonging to Barcelona, which 
was juſt ſetting fail from een to return 
home. 
L interrupted Don Raphael in thing part of bis 
ſtory. Methinks, for a man of your wit, ſays [> 
you committed a very great error in not leaving 
Florence uo metiately aſter having diſcovered to 
Maſcarini the prince's love for Lucretia. Jou 
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| mut needs think the Brod Duke would foon 
W |! come to the knowledge of your treachery, * 


9 own it, replied the ſon of Lucinda; and theres 
Fi! ſore, notwithflanding the aſſurance which Maſca- 

W i! rini had given me, that he would not expoſe me 
1 to the Duke's reſentment, I reſolved to be gon 
| if | as ſoon as I could conyeniently. | 


1 arrived at Barcelona, continued he, with the | 
der of the wealth I had'brought from Al- 
gier, and of which I had ſquandered ' away the 
better part at Florence in ſetting vp for a gentle- 
man. I did not ſtay long in Catalonia, I died 
with impatience to ſee Madrid again, the charms 

ing Place of my nativity, and 1 ſatisfied this de-. 
fire as ſoon as poſhble, When I arrived in that 
city, I happened to take a lodging in the ſame 
houſe with a lady whoſe name was Camilla, and 

who, though ſhe had been ſame time out of her 
leacing-ſtrings, bad the moſt winning way with 

| J ber lever ſaw, Signior Gil Blas can bear witneſs 

| * to the truth of this, for he ſaw her at Valladolid 
| 
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not long eſter. She had ſlill more wit than 


4 | . beauty, and never had any lady of pleaſure a haps 

y j pier talent ſor catching of cullies. But ſhe was 

W not like thoſe coquets who lay up the acknow=» |, 
F ledgmepts of their lovers: when ſhe fiript a 
W: man of bulineſs, ſhe ſhared the ſpoil with the 
1 firſt ſharper that bit her fancy. 

' ls We took a liking to one another at our firſt 

| interview, and the conformity of cur inclina« 

f | 9 tions Joined us ſo cloſely, that our effects ſogn 

| iq became common between us both. It is true, 

| | we did not over much abound in money; what 
1 hs hp. 
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we had we were not long in ſpending. We 
thought of nothing further than our pleaſure, 
without making the leaſt uſe of the genius we 
had of fingering the purſes of our neighbours ; 
but want at length awakened thoſe talents which 
pleaſure ſeemed to have benumbed. My dear 
Raphael, ſays Camilla, let us renounce a conſtan - 
cy which ruins us. You may «captivate ſome 
rich widow; and I, ſome wealthy old nobleman z 
If we continue to be thus faithful, -here will be 
two fortunes utterly ſpoiled. Charming Camil. 
la, replied I, you have anticipated me. I was 
juſt going to make you the ſame propoſal. My 
queen, I affent to your ſcheme. That we may 
be the better able id preſerve a mutual ardour ; 
for each other, let us try what conqueſts we can 
make; our infidelity will turn to trium phs 1 in he 
end, 92 | os 
Having made this convention, we took the 
field, We ſpent a great deal of pains, without 3 
being able to meet with what we ſought. Ca- b 
milla lighted upon none but fops, who have ſel- | 
domaſhilling in their pockets ; and I upon women 
who were rather for levying contributions, than 
paying them. As love proved deaf to our pray- 
ers, we had recourſe to tharping. We gave fo 
many proofs of our ſkill in this trade, that our 
fame reached the ears of the corregidor; and 
that magiſtrate, who was as ſevere as the devil, 
commanded one of his alguazils toapprehend us 
but the officer, who was as good as the corregidor 
was bad, gave us time to depart from Madrid, 
for n ſum of money which we clapped into 
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his hand. We took the road to Valladolid, and 
went to ſettle ourſelves there I hired a houſe; 
where I lodged with Camilla, whom, to avoid 
ſcandal, I called fiſter. At firſt we put a bri- 
die to our induſtry, and before we formed any 
enterpriſe, we determined to ſtudy the FIGS a 


200 


little. 


One day a man areviiee me in the ſtreet, ſa- 
Juted me very civilly, and ſald to me, Signior 


Den Raphael, do you know me? I replied, No. 


I remember you perfectly well, reſumed he, I 
bave ſeen you at the court of Tuſcany, and I 
then belonged to the guard,of the Great Duke. 
It is ſome months ago, added he; fince I quitted 
the ſervice of that prince. I am come to Spain 
with an Italian of amazing fineſſe, We have 


been at Valladolid about three weeks. We 


lodge with a Caſtilian. and a Gallician, a cou- 
ple of as honeſt fellows-as you ſhall meet with, 
We live together by the work of our hands, make 


good chear, and divert ourſelves like princes, If 


you wil! join company with us, my comrades 
will receive you gladly; for I always thought 
you a gallant man, of a temper not addicted 
to ſcruples, and a proſeſſed lotet of our or- 


der. 


This rogue's frankneſs excited” mine. Since 
you diſcover yourſelf to be ſo generous, ſaid I to 
him, it is but reaſonable that I ſhould explain 
myſelf in the ſame manner to you, I own there- 
fore 1 am no novice in my profeſſion; and if my 
modeſty would give me leave to tell my exploits, 


you. would fee that Fur have not judged too ads 


. vantageouſly 
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vantageouſly of me; but I ſhall: forbear prafſing 
myſelf, and conclude with telling jou that 1 
readily accept of the place you offer me in your 
company, and ſhall negle& nothing to convince 
you that I am not unworthy of it, 1 had no 
ſooner Ggnified to this ambidexter that I con- 
ſented to encreaſe the number of his comrades, 
than he brought me to them, and introduced ne 

into their acquaintance, Here it was that 1 
ſaw, for the firſt time, the famous Ambroſe 
de Lamela. Thoſe gentlemen examined me 
concerning my ſkill in the art of dextrouſly 
bringing into one's own. pocket the money of 
one's neighbour They wanted to know whe- 
ther or no 4 underſtood the principles of their. 
art: but I ſhewed them ſome ſtratagems, which 
they themſelves were ignorant of, and which 
made them admire my ability. They were fil 
more ſurpriſed, when ſetting at naught the dex» 
terity of my hand, as too vulgar a qualification, 
I told them that I excelled in thoſe tricks which- 

require wit. To convince them that what I faid. 
was true, I told them my adventure with jetome 
de Moyadas; and upon the bare-relation of this. 
ſtory they looked upon me as ſo ſuperior a gente 
us, that I was choſen their chief, by unanimous 
conſent. I let them fee that I deſerved this ho- 
nour by an infinite number of knaviſh deſi; zus, 
which we put in practice, and in which I was as 
it were the chief manager. When we wanted 
an actreſs to help us out at a ſhift, we applied to : 
Camilla, who always played the e n 5 
her to admitation. 
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About that time our brother Ambroſe was 
tempted to pay a viſit to his native country. He 
ſet out for Gallicia, aſſuring us that he would 
Teturn as ſoon as poſſible. He ſatisfied his de- 
fire; and upon his way back, going to Burgos 

in queſt of ſome adventure, a hoſt, a friend of 
his, put him into the ſervice of Signior Gil Blas 
de Santillane, whoſe affairs he at the ſame time 
made him acquainted with. Signior Gil Blas 
de Santillane, continued he, addreſſing himſelf 
to me, you know how we eaſed you of your port- 
manteau at Valladolid. I do not doubt but you 
ſuſpeQed Ambroſe to be the chief inſtrument of 
that theft; and he really was ſo. He came to us 
at your very firſt arrival in that town. He in- 
formed us of the condition you were in, and we 
the gentlemen undertakers regulated our con- 
1 1 duct accordingly. But you are ignorant of the 
1 conſequences of that adventure, which I will 
| therefore tell you, Ambroſe and I went off with 
1 pour portmanteau, and mounting your mules, 
took the road to Madrid, without troubling our 
heads about Camilla or our comrailes, who no 
doubt were as much ſurpriſed as you could be at 
[008 ſeeing us next day. 

On the ſecond day of our journey we changed 
our reſolution, and inſtead of gaing to Madrid, 
which I did not quit without good cauſe, we 
paſſed through Zeberos, and continued our courſe 
to Toledo. Our firſt care here was to dreſs our- 
ſelves like gentlemen. Then giving ourſelves 
out for two Gallician brothers that were travel- 
ling for curioſity, we ſoon icraped acquaintance 

with 
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vith people of character. I vas ſo uſed to act the 


out prejudice to any other act of gallantry, Which 


as people are generally dazzled by expenſe and 
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man of quality, that I eaſily paſſed for one: and 


liberality, we impoſed upon the whole town by 

the treats we began to give to the ladies, Among 
the women I ſaw there was one that touched me. 

She was more beautiſul than Camilla, and much 
younger. I inquired. who ſhe was, and heard 
that ſhe was called Violante, and that ſhe. was 

married to a cavalier, who being already cloyed 

with her embraces, ran after thoſe of a courtezan 

whom he loved. TI wanted no more to deter- 

mine me to eſtabliſh Violante the ſovereign miſ- 

tieſs of my affections. _ 

She preſently perceived the tonguelt ſhe had: 
made, I began to follow her whitherſvever ſhe 
went, and to commit a thouſand impertinencies, 
to perſuade her that I deſired no better than to 
comfort her for the infidelity of her huſbands. 
The lady made | refleQions thereupon, and at: 
length I had the pleaſure to know her approbas. 
tion of my ſentiments. I received a billet from 
her in anſwer to ſeveral which I had ſent her by 
one of thoſe old women who are ſo ſerviceable 
in Spain and Italy. The lady ſent me word, 
that her huſband ſupped every night at his miſ- 
treſs's, and always came home very late, I: 
ſoon comprehended the meaning of this. I 
went the very lame night under Violante's wins 
dow, and entered into a very tender conver- 
ſation with her. Before we parted we agreed to 
enjoy the ſame opportunity every evening withe 


1 it; 
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it ſhould be lawful for us to exerciſe i in the wo 
time. | | | | 

Hitherto, Pon Balthazar, witch was the name 
of my princeſs's huſband, came off very cheap- 
ly ; but I was for loving more phyſically, and 1 
repaired one night to the lady's window, with in- 
tention to let her know, that I could not live if 


I had not a private meeting with her in ſome 


place more ſuitable to the exceſs of my love; 
which was a favour I had not as yet been/able to 
obtain. But juſt as I had got thither, I ſaw 
coming into the ſtreet a man who ſeemed to ob- 
ferve me. In effect, it was the huſband, who 


' happening to come from his couttezan earlier 


than uſual, and ſeeing a man near his houſe, in- 
ftead of going in, walked about the ftreet. 1 
was doubtſul for ſome time what to do: but at 
length I reſolved to accoſt Don Balthazar, who 
knew me no more than I did him, Signior 
Cavalier, ſaid I to him, pray leave the ſtreet to 
me this one night. Another time I will be as 
complaiſant to you. Signior, replied be, I was 
juſt going to make you the fame requeſt: I am 


in love with a young lady, whom her brother i 


guards like a dragon, and who lives about twen= 
ty paces off I ſhould be glad to have the ſtreet 
to myſelf. There is a way, replied I, of ſatisfy- 


ing us both, without incommoding either of us. 


For, added I, ſhewing him his own houſe, the 
| lady I terve lives there: we may even aſſiſt each 


other, if either of us bappen to be attacked. 


With all my heart, anſwered he; I will go to 


my place of ee and we will back one 


5 another, 


c 
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another, if there is any occaſion. Thus ſaying, I 
he went away, but he did it only to obſerve me 4 
the better, which the darkneſs of the n ena; DD. 
bled him to do unſuſpected. 8 PS | 
As for my own part, I approached Violante EY 
| balcony in ſecurity, where | ſhe ſoon appeared. 
We fell to converſing together: I did not omit 
preſſing my queen to grant me a private meeting 
in ſome particular place. She at firſt refuſed my 
importunities a little, the more to inhance the 
value of the favour I ſolicited : but afterwards 
pulling a letter out of her pocket, there, faid ſhe 
throwing it to me, you will find in that paper the 
promiſe of what you fo importune me for With 
this ſhe went her ways, becauſe the uſual time 
of her huſband's return approached. I pbcket» 
ed the letter, and haſtened to the place where 
Balthazar had told me he was concerned. But 
the huſband, who plainly ſaw what I wanted 
with his wite, met me, and preſently aſked me, 
whether or no I was pleaſed with my good fot̃ 
tune? I have no reaſon to be otherwiſe, replied 
I. But prithee how have you ſucceeded? © Has 
love favoured your addreſſes? Alas! no, an- 
ſwered he, chat damned brother of her's was re- : 
turned from his country houſe, where we thought 
he would ſtay till to- morrow. This unlucky ac. _ 
cident has bauiked me of the Pleafurs ane bad 5 
ſo flattered my hopes. 0 89893 
Proteſtations of the ſineereſt riendihip! were 
: reciprocally made between Don "Balthazar and 
mylelt; and to tie the knot till faſter, we a». 
greed to meet the next morning in the great 
— 
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ſquare, This. re aſter we parted, went 
home, and took no notice to Violante of what 
he knew. The next day he repaired to the place 
of rendezvous,,and a moment aſter came I. We 
ſaluted each other with demonſtrations of friend - 
ſhip, as falſe on one fide as they were fincere on 
the other. Then the crafty Balthazar communi- 
cated to me his feigned intrigue with the lady 
he told me of the night before. He related long 
ſtories of his own inventing, in order to draw 
me on to relate in my turn how matters went. 


between me and Violante. I for my part fell in- 


to the ſnare, and without the leaſt reſerve declare 
ed what had paſſed. IJ even ſhewed him the 


letter ſhe had given ws, couched | in the follow- 


ing words, 

„ TY-MORROW I ſhall dine with Donna 
« Agnes: you know where ſhe lives. Iris at 
« that faithful friend's houſe that I intend to 
© give you a private interview. I can no longer 
* refuſe you a favour of which you ſeem. ſo de- 
6 ſervings” 

On my word, ſaid Don Be this letter 
promiſes full pay ment for all your paſt languiſh» | 
ings. I congratulate you before-band'on the 
happineſs that attends yous As he ſpoke this, 
he could not help diſcovering a fort of diſorder 
in his face; but I was ſo much engroſſed by my 
hopes, that I did not muck mind the deportment 
of my confident, who ſoon withdrew, for fear I 
ſhould perceive how much he was diſturbed; 


He ran to inform his brother-in-law of this ad · 


venture. I cannot tell what paſſed between them: 


-G1L 5 L A 8. 207. 


this only 1 know, that Don Balthizar came and 
knocked at Donna A gnes's door while I was at 
that lady's in company with Violante. As ſoon 
as we learned who it was, I made my eſcape at 
a back- door. 1 had no ſooner diſappeared, than 
the women recovered themſelves of the fright he 
had put them in, and received him with ſuch 
effrontery, that he ſuſpected they bad either laid 
me in ſome hole, or let me eſcape at ſome pri- 
vate outlet. I ſhall not tell you what he faid to 
Donna Agnes and his wife, becauſe i it never came 
to my knowledge, - 
Mean while, without fulpecting myſelf b d | 
bled by Don Balthazar, I went away, giving 
him a hearty curſe or two, and returned to the 
great ſquare, where I had appointed to meet La- 
mela: but he came not, having buſineſs of his 
own. to manage; and the rogue was more for- 
tunate than I Whilſt I was waiting for bim, 
I diſcovered my treacherous confident, advancing 
towards me with an air of gaiety and ſelf ſatif- 
faction. Up he came, and with a ſmiling couns 
tcnance aſked me the reſult of my interview 
with my nymph at Donna Agnes's. Surely, 
laid I, ſome dæmon out of very ſpite takes plea- 
{ure to diſappoint me. For while I was alone 
with the lady, and was preſſing her to make me 
happy, who ſhould knock at the door but her 
buſbind, plague conſound him! ſo that being 
obliged to make a ſpeedy retreat, I flew out at 
a back door, bequeathing to Beelzebub that 
troubleſome cuckold who had broke all my meas 
ane Jam heartily ſorry for it, * Don Bal- 
thazar, 
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thazar, who ſecretly rejoiced: to ſee me mortifi-.” 
ed.) An impertinent puppy! adus he. Gad, 
if I was you, I would give him no quarter. Ne- 
ver trouble yourſelf about that, rephed 1 His 
honour ſhall make its exit this very night, elſe 
I ſhall not have my will. His wife, you muſt 
know, when we parted, bade me not be dejected, 
but come-to her window ſooner than uſual, and 
ſhe would let me in; but deſired me, by way of 
precaution, to come attended with two or three 
friends to aſſiſt me, for. fear of any ſurpriſe. 
Never ſure was ſo prudent a lady! ſaid he; I 

will accompany you to her. Ab, my dear 
friend, cried I, overjoyed, while I threw my 
arms around his neck, how ſhall I diſcharge the 
obligations you lay on me? "ay, more, te- 
plied he, there is a young fellow Iam acquaint» 
ed with, as ſtout as Hercules; he thall be of 
the party, and with ſuch a guard you may boldly 
— 

I did not know what acknowledgments to 
make to this new friend, fo ranſported was 1 at 
theſe demonſtrations of his z<al. Ina word, I 
accepted of his offer 3. and to reſolving to meet 

under Violante's los as ſoon as it was dark, 
we parted. He took his way to his brother- in- 
law, who was the Hercules in queition; and I 
went a walking till the evening with . Lamelay 
who, though he was ſurpriſed to ſee Don Baltha+ 
zar ſo eagerly eſpouſe my intereſt, yet did not 

miſtruſt him any more than | did. We fell 
nodding into the ſnare, which was an inexcuſa- 
ble weakneſs in men of our trade, I owns When 


ene out of the women in their flight, was at a 


» av 
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I Ry it was time to be going upon the in· 
tended expedition, Ambroſe and I, with each a 


good rapier, advanced towards Violante's' wins» 


dow; under which we found my lady's huſband, | 


with another man. They ſtood ſtill for our 


coming up, and then Don Balthazar accoſting 
me, and pointing to his brother«in-law, that 18 
the gentleman I recommend to you, ſaid he. 
Do but you introduce yourſelf to your miltreſs, 
and my life for e IE nee your . 
wiſnes. 

After ſome compliments. on both fides, E 
knocked at my nymph's door, which was pre- 
ſently opened by a ſort of a duenna, In goes 
1, and without minding what was doing behind 
my back, I' proceeded on to an apartment, 
where Violante waited for me. While I was 
paying my reſpects to the lady, in came the two 
villains, who followed me into the houſe, after 
they had forcibly ſhut: out Ambroſe into the 
ſtreet, and turned the key upon him. 80 that 
vou may well imagine I was forced to have a 
bruſh for it. They both fell upon, me at once; 
but I gave them their bellyful. I entertained 
them both ſo well, that I believe they repented 
they did not take a more certain way of being 
revenged. I run the huſband through the body: 
upon which his brother-in-law ſcampered our 
at the door, it being opened by the duenna and 


Violante to make their eſcape: while we were 


engaged. I purſued him into the ſtreet, where 
I rejoined Lamela, who not being able to get a 


loſs. 
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Lamela was acquainted with three parts in four 
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Joſs what to think of the noiſe he had heard, 


Me returned to our quarters, and packing up 


our moſt valuable effects, we mounted our 
mules, and rode away, without waiting for day» 


ligbt. 


We were very ſenbible ar this affair would 
have bad conſequences, and that there would be 
made ſuch ſearching as we were in the right to- 
anticipate. We went and lay at Villarubia. 
Not long after we arrived there, a merchant of 


Toledo, who was going to Segor ba, put up at the 


fame houſe, and we all three ſupped together. 
This man related to us the ſad misfortune of 
Violante's huſband; and he was fo far from ſuſ- 
pecting us to be concerned, that we boldly aſked. 
him the ſull and whole account of the matter, 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, juſt as I was ſetting forward 


this morning, I heard of this dreadful accident, 


They were ſcarching after Violante, and I was 
told that the corregidor, who is related to Don 
Balthazar, has reſolved to ſpare nothing to diſ- 
cover the perpetrators of this murder. This is. 


all 1 know of the matter. 


I was not much alarmed at the ſearchings 


made by the corregidor of Toledo. But yet IL 


reſolved to leave New-Caſtile as ſoon as poſſible, 
I conſidered that if they found Violante, the 
would confeſs all, and conſequently give them. 


ſuch a deſcription of my perſon as would put 


them upon purſuing me. For this reaſon we 
the very next day turned out of the high road 
by way of precaution, Happy was it for us that 


of. 


+ 


n vas: he 


of Spain, and knew every by-way that led to 
Arragons Inſtead of going ſtraight to Cuenca, 
we put in among the mountains adjacent to that 
town, and through many an intricate path we 
arrived at a grotto which had the perfect reſem- 
blance of an hermitage. In ſhort, it was the very 
ſame ſpot of ground to which you came yeſter- 
night to beg an aſylum. | 
While I was ſurveying the esvnlry bl 
which offered to my eyes the fineſt landſcape 1 
had ever ſeen, my companion ſaid to me: About 
hx years ago I paſſed by this place At that 
time an old hermit made uſe of it for a ſolitary. 
receſs, He entertained me with a ſhare of his 
proviſions, I remember he was a holy man; and 
his diſcourſe had like to have weaned me from 
the world, Perhaps he may be yet alive 1 
will ſee if he be or no. With this, the curious 
Ambroſe alighted from his mule, and went into 
the hermitage, After ſome moments ſtay he 
returned, and calling to me, Come hither, Don 
Raphael, ſaid he, come hither, and behold a very 
melancholy ſpeQtacle, Iimmediately difmount= 
ed, and after we had tied our mule to a tree, I 
followed Lamela into the cave, where I ſaw an 
antient hermit pale as death, and juſt expiring. 
He lay at full length upon a forry bed. Hig 
breaſt was covered all over with a white buſhy _ 
beard, and his two hands graſped a large twiſted 
roſary. Our treading made him open his eyes, 
which the hand of death was juſt going to ſhut 
for ever. Aſter he had examined us a little, 
W hoever ye be, ſaid he, my brethren, make right 
5 {2 uſe 
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uſe of this ſpectacle now before you. Forty 
years I ſpent in the world, and ſixty in this her- 
mitage. The former I beſtowed on my plea» 


| ſures, the latter I conſecrated to penitence. 


How long, alas! how long does the one now 
feem to me, and how ſhort the other! The 
auſterities exereiſed by Friar John, have not, I 


am afraid, ſufficiently expiated the ſins com mit- 


ted by the Licentiate Don Juan de Solis, 
Thus ſaying, he expired. We were ſtruck 
at this unexpected accident, Such like objects 


will make ſome impreſſion even upon the greats 


eſt libertines: but it ſoon went off again with 
us. We preſently forgot what he had ſaid to 


us, and fell to taking an inventory of the things 
he had left behind him: which was no very la- 


borious taſk; all his goods conſiſting of what you 
might have obſerved in the grotto. Friar John 
was not only ill-furnitured, but he alſo kept a ve- 
ry bad larder. All the provifions we found in ft 
were a few ſmall nuts, and ſome hard cruſts of 


unable to penetrate. I ſay, his gums; for teeth 
he had none. Every thing that this lonely cell 
contained, and all that we ſaw round about us, 


contributed to inſpire into us an awful opinion 


of the old man's ſanctity. We were ſurpriſed 


indeed at one thing: we found a paper folded 
up in form of a letter lying upon his table: in 


this paper he deſired him into whoſe bands it 


thould fall, to carry his beads and ſandles to the 


biſhop of Cuenca, We were at a loſs to think 
with what intention this father of the deſert could 
debre 


7 7 ww / ( 
* l y . - 


| batley-bread, which the good man's gums were 
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deſire to make his biſhop ſuch a preſent. This 
ſtep, we thought, was contrary to the nature of 
humanity, and it looked like ſetting up for ca- 
nonization. Though, perhaps, after all, it was 
done out of mere ſimplicity. Be it as it will, 
while we were thus taken up, a pleafant thought 
came into Lamela s noddle : Let us remain, ſaid 
he, in this hermitage, and diſguiſe ourſelves like 
anchorites. We will bury Friar John. You 
ſhall paſs for him, whilſt 1, in the name of Friar 
Anthony, will go and gather alms in the adja- 
cent towns. Beſides our being ſafe againſt the 
corregidor's inquiries, (for he can never think of 
ſearching for us here,) I have ſome old acquain- 
tance at Cuenga, which we may revive and culti- 

vate. I approved of this droll propoſal, not fo 
much for the reafons urged by Ambroſe, as for 
the whim of it, and for the ſake of aCting a part 
tn this farce, Thirty or forty paces from the 
grotto we dug a grave, and very decently inter- 
red the old anchorite, aſter we had diveſted him 
of his cloaths, that is to ſay, a plain-gown, which 
was faſtened round him with a leather girdle. 
We likewiſe cut off his beard, to make there with 
a falſe one for me; and at length, after his fu- 
neral rites were performed, we took poſſeſſion of 
his ſolitary abode. 

We fared but "a con the firſt day. We 
were obliged to live upon the food of the defunct; 
but the next morning, before day-break, Lamela 
ſet forwards for Toralva, where he ſold the two 
mules, and returned in the evening laden with 
as and other W he had bougbt. He 

likewiſe 
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likewiſe brought along with him every thing that 
was neceſſary for our transformation, He made 


himſelf a frock of coarſe dark-coloured cloth, and 


a little red beard-of horſe-hair, which he ſo arti- 
ficially faſtened to bis ears, that you would -have 


ſworn it was natural. There is not a more dex- 
| terous young man this day under the cope of 


heaven, He likewiſe wove Friar John's beard, 
and fixed it to my face; my cap of brown-co- 


loured wool helped to cover the. artifice; in 


ſhort, nothing was wanting to our diſguiſe. We 
both of us made ſuch comical figures, that we 
could not without laughing-behold each other in 
this dreſs, which, to ſpeak truth, did not over 
well become us. Together with Friar John's 
gown, I wore his beads and ſandals, of which 
I thought no fin to deprive the biſhop of 
Cuenca. | 

We had now been three days in our new 
dwelling without ſeeing man, woman, or child 


near us: but on the fourth day, there came 


in two peaſants, with bread, cheeſe, and oni- 
ons for the deceaſed, whom they thought to be 
ſtil} living. As ſoon as I ſaw them, I threw 
myſelf on the bed, and found it no hard mat- 


ter to deceive them. Beſides the darkneſs of 


the place, which prevented them from diſtin». 
guiſhing my features, I imitated as well as 
pollible the tone of Friar Jobn's voice, which 
I had taken notice of when he ſpoke his laſt 
dying words to us. They had not the leaſt 
ſuſpicion of their being cheated. Only they 
wondered to meet "with another hermit | in yy. 
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place: but Lamela obſerving hints ſurpriſe, 
ſaid to them with an hypocritical air: Brethren, 
do not wonder at ſeeing me here. I leſt a her- 
| mitage I had at Arragon to come hither to aſſiſt 
the venerable and diſcreet Friar John, who be» 
cauſe of his extreme age cannot well do with- 
out ſomebody to help him in his neceſſities. 
The peaſants extolled to the ſkies this charity of 
Ambroſe, and expreſſed great joy in being able 
to boaſt of having two ſuch holy perſons in their 
neighbourhood, 5B 

Lamela, laden with a Jarge wallet which he 
took care to buy, went out for the firſt time a- 
begging to Cuenca, which is not above a league 


ſrom the hermitage. What with a devout ap- 


pearance, which he naturally had, and the art of 
making the moſt of it, which he likewiſe poſſeſſed 
in an eminent degree, he did not fail of ſtirring 
vp charitable people to beſtow alms on him. He 
crammed his wallet with their benefaQtions, Ma- 
ſier Ambroſe, quoth I to him at his return, I 
congratulate you upon the happy talent you have 
of melting:the ſouls of mankind. Let me die 
if you would not ſerve for alms- gatheter to the ca- 
puchins. Pſhaw, ſays he, I have done fomething 
mote than filling my wallet. | Know that I have 
diſcovered a certain nymph, Barba by name, 
whom I was formerly in love with. I found 
her mightily. altered: ſhe too, like us, is turned 
_ devotee. ſhe lives with two or three other ſhe» 
ſaints, who edify the world in public, and play 
the whore in private. At firſt ſhe did not te- 
collect me; How is this! Madam Barba, faid 1 
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to her, is it poſſible you cannot call to mind 
-your old friend and admirer Ambroſe? Faith, 
Signior Lamela, cried ſhe, I could never have 
thought to have ſeen you again, at leaſt in 
that habit. How comes it that you are turn- 
ed hermit? 1 have not time to tell you now, 
replied I; the ftory is a little'too long: but to- 
morrow night I will come and fatisfy your cu- 
rioſity; and will likewiſe bring along with me 
Friar John my comrade. Friar John! inter- 
rupted ſhe, that good anchorite that dwells in the 
hermitage near this town ? You jeſt ſure! Why 
they ſay he is above a hundred years old. It. 
is true, anſwered I, he was ſo old, but he is grown 
a great deal younger within theſe few days. He 
is at preſent the ſame age as myſelf. Well, 
bring him, replied Barba, I cn there is ſome 
myſtery in the affair. 
No ſooner did the next day- light en to diſ- 

appear than we ſet out for the houſe of theſe 
pretended devotees, who had prepared a very 
elegant ſupper for us. We immediately took 
off our hetmit's diſguiſe, and without ceremony 
diſcovered ourſelves to our princefles, who, not 
to be more reſerved than we, ſhewed us what 
falſe devotees are capable of, when they baniſh 
grimace. We ſpent the greateſt part of the 
night at table, and did not retire to our hermi- 
tage till day-light began to appear. We were 
not long in paying them another viſit, or rather, 
did the ſame thing almoſt every day during 
three months: ſo that two*thirds of our money 
Was a> ſpent d in the company of thoſe nymphs: but 

one 
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one being bai bf our characters, has in- 
formed the magiſtrates of it, who are this very 
day to pay a viſit to the hermitage, to ſecure our 
reverend perſons. Ambroſe being yeſterday 
ſeeking alms at Cuenca, met one of our ſiſters, 
who putting a billet into his band, ſaid, one of 
my friends writ me this letter, which I was go- 
ing to ſend you by an expreſs. _ Let brother 

John ſee it, and take your meaſures according- 
ly, This was the billet, gentlemen, which I 
received from Lamela in your preſence, and 
which made us fly ſo precipitately from our lone» 
ly dwelling. 
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CHAP. II. 


Don Raphael's Conſultation with his 8 ; 
and the Adventure which happened to them, 
when they were leaving the Foreſt, 


ON Raphael having ended his hiſtory, 
which, in my opinion, was ſomewhat te- 

dious, Don Alphonſo very politely told him, that 
he was highly entertained with it. Then Sig- 
nior Ambroſe opened, and directing himſelf to 
bis fellow adventurer, he ſaid, Conſider, Don 
Raphael, what time of day it is; the. ſun is 
now ſetting, Methinks it would not be amiſs 
to conſult what courſe we are now to take. You 
are in the right, replied his comrade, we mult 
peel upon the place we are next to 8⁰ to. For 
Vor. . e my 
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my part, replied Lamela, I think we had beſt be 
Jogging on without any further loſs of time; let 
us reach Requena to night, and the next day en- 
ter the kingdom of Valencia, where we will give 
a looſe to our ingenuity, I. foreſee we ſhall 
make a good hand of it there. His comrade, 
who looked upon his preſages as infallible, 
aTented to his opinion. As for Don Alphon= 


to and myſelf, being reſolved to acquieſce in 


whaterer was agreed by thoſe two honeſt ca» 
valiers, we filently waited the reſult of the con- 


ſultation. 


It was in ſhort concluded, that we ſhould take 
the ſoad to Requeha, and we began to make our 
diſpoſiti 0 accordingly. We made another 
mea lik in the morning: we then loaded 
r ſe 80 the leather bottle, and our other 
1] this being done, and the night 
lending usthe obſcurity we ſtood in need of for our 
more ſecure travelling, we began to advance out 
of the wood: but we had ſcarce proceeded a 
hundred paces when we diſcovered among the 
trees a light, which . diſturbed us not a little. 
What is that? cried Don Raphael. Are notthey, 
think ye, ſome officers of jultice ſent in ſearch 
of us? I rather imagine they are travellers, re- 
plied Ambroſe; and that being benighted, they 
are got into this wood till day return: but, ad- 
ded he, I may be miſtaken, I will go and view 
them: ſtay you three here; I. will be back im- 
mediately. ' Upon this, he moves forward 
to the light, which was not far off; he lteals 
Jolly up to it, and putting aſide the leaves and 


branches 
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branches which were in his way, he looks with 
all the care and earneſtneſs that the thing ſeem« 
ed to him to deſerve. He ſaw upon the graſs, 
round a candle that was ſtuck in a clog of clay, 
four men fitting, having juſt devoured a paſty, 
and emptied a pretty large leathern-botrle of 
wine, He likewiſe perceived, a few paces frem 
them, a gentleman and a lady tied to two trees, 
and a little farther off a calaſh, with two mules 
ſumptuouſly - capariſoned, He at firſt fight con- 
cluded that the four men muſt be robbers, and 
their diſcourſe, which he overheard, confirmed. 
him in his conjecture. The four rogues diſ- 
covered an equal deſire of poſſeſſing the lady that: 
was fallen into their. clutches; at laſt they, re- 
ſolved to caſt lots for her. Lamela, upon this, 
returned to us, and made a faithful report of all 

he had feen and heard. Who knows, ſaid Don 
Alphonſo, but that the lady and gentleman whom 
theſe villains have bound to the trees, may be 
perſons of the firſt quality? Shall we ſtand ſtill 
and ſuffer them to fall a ſacrifice to the barbari- 
ty and beaſtlineſs of highwaymen ? No, let us 
fall upon them, and kill every one of them. I 

agree to it, cried Don Raphael: I am as ready 
to do a good action as an ill one. Ambroſe, 
ſor his part, ſignified bis willingneſs to make one 
in an enterpriſe, for which, ſaid he, I foreſee we 
{tall be well paid, beſides the laudableneſs of it. 
Nor do LI lie, when I aver, that on this occaſion 
I was not in the leaſt afraid of the danger, and 
that no knight-errant ever ſhewed himſelf more 

ready to ſerve the ladies, But to ſpeak the truth 
K 2 me” without 
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without vanity, the danger was not great ; for 
Lamela having informed us that the robbers 
arms were all in a heap ten or a dozen paces 
from them, it was no diſhcult matter for us to 
execute our deſign. We tied our horſe to a tree, 
and, with as little noife as poſſible, we approach» 
ed to the place where they were fitting. They 
were talking with great warmth, and made a 
bulile that aſſiſted us to ſurpriſe them, We 
made ourſelves maſters of their arms before they 
diſcovered us, then firing in their very faces, we 
Jaid them al] dead upon the ſpor. 
An doing this the light went out, ſo chat we 
remained in the dak. For all that, we untied 
the man and woman, who were ſo frighted, that 
they had not power to thank us for what we had 
cone for them. It is true, they did not at firſt 
know what to think of us, nor whether to look 
on us as their deliverers, or as a new troop of 
banditti, who would uſe them no better than the 
former. But we encouraged them by telling 
them that we would conduct them to an inn 
which Ambroſe told us was not half a league off, 
and that there they might take all the necefiary 
meaſures for proſecuting theirjourney to the place 
they deſigned to go to. After theſe aſſurances, 
which revived their fpirits exceedingly, we re- 
placed them in their calaſh, and led the mules 
by the bridle out of the weed, The next thing 
our anchorites did, was to examine the pockets 
of the ſlain. And then we went and ſecured 
Von Alphonſo's horſe, We likewiſe ſeized the 
the roguen hotſes, which were tied to the tiees 
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"hard by the field of battle; and leading them 
ail off, we followed brother Anthony, who was 
mounted on one of the mules, to: lead the 
calaſn to the inn; which however we did : 
not reach till two' hours after, though he had 1 
aſſured us that it was at no great diſtanc: from | 
the wood, . 1; 
We thundered at the door: not a "a but 
was falt aſleep, from one end of the houſe to the 
other. The hoſt and hoſteſs got up in halle, and 
were not ſorry that their reſt was broken by the 
arrival of a company, that looked as if they would 
ſpend more money at their houſe than they reals . 
ly did. In a moment the whole inn was lighted. | 
Don Alphonſo and Lucinda's illuſtrious fon lent 
( the gentleman and lady their hands to help them 
| out of their calaſhz nay, they waited on them 
as their gentlemen- uſnhers to their very chambere, 
where a great many compliments were paſſed on 
both ſides; and we were not a little ſurpriſed 
when: we underſtood, that it was no other than 
the Count de Polan himſelf, and his daughter 
Seraphina, whom we had juſt reſcued,” It is im- 
, poſſible to expreſs how much both the lady and 
Alphonſo were ſurpriſed when they recollected 
each other again. The Count did not mind it, 
he was ſo engroſſed with other things. He bes» 
gan and told us how the thieves aſſaulted them, 
and how they had ſeized his daughter and him- 
ſelf, after they had murdered his poſlilion, a page. 
and a valet de chambre. He concluded with teln“ 
ling us that he had a lively ſenſe gt be ob liga: 
tion he 127 under to us, and that N we would. N 
K 3 "call el 
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call on him at Toledo, where he ſhould be in a 
month's time, we ſhould experience whether he 
was ungrateful or not. 
This nobleman's daughter was not leſs ſeated 

in thanking us for having ſo fortunately deliver- 
ed them. Raphael and myſelf judging that we 
ſhould do Alphonſo a fingular favour if we gave 
him an opportunity to talk a moment in private 
with that young widow, we gratified his defire, 
by amuſing the Count de Polan. Charming 
Seraphina, ſaid Don Alphonſo to the lady in a 
low accent, I no longer complain of fortune, 
that conſtrains me to live a baniſhed man, fince 
J have had the happineſs to contribute to the im- 
portant ſervice that has been done you. How! 
anſwered ſhe, ſigbing, was it you that ſaved 
my life and honour? Is it you to whom my 
father and L are ſo much indebted ? Alas! Don 
Alphonſo, why were you ſo unfortunate as to 
be the occaſion of the death of my brother? 
Here ſhe ſlopt; but he eaſily ſaw by theſe words, 
and the tone in which they were uttered, that, 
how greatly ſoever he was enamoured with the 


amiable daughter of the Count de Polan, ſhe was 
not Jeſs ſo with him. 
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CHAP. I. 


How Gil Blas and his Companions employed them» * 
95 ſelues after they left the Count de Polan. The 
important Projef which Ambroſe formed, and 
how it was. put in Sake, 


AL Fof the night being. ſpent by the 
Count de Polan in returning us thanks, 
and aſſuring us that he would not be ungrateful 

to 15 he called the 2 to en with 
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him about the means of getting ſafely to Tunis, 
to which place his journey was directed. We 
left that Lord to take his meaſures accordingly, 
and going from the inn, followed the road 
which Lamela thought proper to chuſe for us. 
After travelling two hours, the day overtook 
us near Campelio. We made directly to the 
mountains which are between that town and Re- 
quena. There we ſpent the day in taking our 


repoſe, and in counting our finances, which the 


plunder of the thieves bad very much increaſed, 


- for we had found in their pockets above three 
hundred piſtoles. We ſet forward again in the 
beginning of the night, and next morning we 
entered into the kingdom of Valencia. We retired 
into the firſt wood that preſented itſelf to our 


view. We went into the very thickeſt part of it, 
and came to a place where ran a ſtream of cryſ- 
talline water, which gemiiy glided into the river 
Guadalaviar. The agreeable ſhade which the 


trees lent us, and the graſs with which the place 


abundantly ſupplied our horſes, would have de- 
termined us to halt there, had we not already 
been reſolved to do it. 
Here then we alighted, and prepared to paſs 
the day very agreeably; but when we went to 
breakfaſt, we found but very little victuals in 


our budget. Our bread began to grow ſhort, 
and our leathern bottle was become a body with- 


out a ſoul, Gentlemen, ſays Ambroſe to us, 
the moſt delightful retreats are not at all to my 
talie without Bacchus and Ceres. We muſt re- | 
ctuit our provifons: ; I will go to Xelra for this 
| 1 purpoſe, | 
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purpoſe. It is a handſome town not above two _ 
leagues off. I ſhall ſoon diſpatch this little jours 


ney, So ſaying, he laid the budget and the 
bottle on a horſe, leapt into the ſaddle, and rode out 


of the wood with a diſpatch that pern a very 


quick return. 

But he did not come back fo ſoon as we ex- 
pected. The better part of the day paſſed; 
night itſelf prepared to cover the trees with her 


ſable wings, when we ſaw our purveyor, whole: 


long ſtay began to make us uneaſy. He deceived” 
our expectations by the quantity of things which 
he brought with him. He was laden not only with 


the leathern bottle full of excellent wine, and the 


budget with bread and all forts of roaſt fowl ; there 


was allo upon the horſe a great bundle of things, 


which we viewed very attentively. He obſerved it, 


and ſaid tous ſmiling; Idefy Don Raphael, andthe 


whole world put together, to gueſs why I have 


purchaſed theſe things. In ſaying this, he opens 


ed the bundle, to ſhow us ſeparately the things 
we had only ſeen in groſs. He ſpread out a 
cloak, and a very long black gown'; two doublets - 


with their breeches; an inkhorn, with pens and 


ink; a quire of fine-white paper, a padlock, with 


a large ſeal, and ſome green wax. After he 


| had exhibited to us all his wares, Don Raphael fad 
to him joking : Faith, Mr. Ambroſe, you have 


made a fine bargain : might one be ſo bold as to 


* 


_ aſk; what uſe you mean to put it to? An admi- 
rable good one, replied Lamela. All theſe - 
things colt me but ten doubloons, and I dare en- 


gage that they will bring us five hundred. Tou. 
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may depend upon what I fay ; I ſeldom encum- 
ber myſelf with things that are of no uſe ; and 
to convince you that I was no fool for making 
, this purchaſe, I will inform you of a 3 which 
I have formed. 

After having ſtocked 1 with bread, con- 
tinued he, I went into a cook's ſhop, where { or» 
dered them to lay down to the fire fix partrid- 
ges, and as many pullets, and young rabbits, 
While theſe were roafling, a man came into the 
ſhop in a very great paſhon, who complaining 
loudly againft the behaviour that a tradeſman of 
the town had given him, ſaid to the cook; By 
St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the moſt ridiculous 
merchant in all Xelva, He juſt now affronted 
me in his open ' ſhop, The raſcal! would not 
truſt me with ſix ells of cloth. Yet he knows 
that I am a very reſponſible tradeſman myſelf, 
and that there is no danger 1n truſting me, Is 


he not a ſtrange animal? He will truſt a perſon 


of quality with all his heart. He had rather 
run a riſk with them, than oblige an honeſt 
neighbour, with whom-there is none to run, like 
a Jew as he is! May it fall upon him double, I 
ſay, and I will warrant my wiſh will one day be 
accompliſhed. There are a great many tradeſ- 
men of my way of thinking. 

Hearing bim ſay this and a great deal more, 
there was ſomething within me, as it were, which 
told me I ſhould cheat this Samuel Simon. 
Friend, ſays I to the man who complained of 
that tradeſman, of whar character is this perſon 
whom. you mentioned 2 Oi a very ill one, re- 


wel, 
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plied be bluntly. He is as damned a griping u- 
ſuret as any this day in Spain, though be affects 
the manners of a benevolent man. tHe was for- 
merly a Jew, but is turned Catholic: though in 
his ſoul he is as great a Jew as Pilate himſelf 
was, and abjured his religion only for inte 
reſt. 

I paid great attention to all this, and when I 
went out of the cook's ſhop, did not fail to en- 
quire our the habitation of Samuel Simon. A 
man ſhewed it me. I-ſurveyed his thop very 
narrowly, and my imagination, always ready at a 
pinch, ſketched out a ſtratagem, which appeared 
worthy. the valet-of Signior Gil Blas, I went 


to a broker's ſhop, where I bought theſe habits 


which you. ſee, one for acting the part of an in- 
quiſitor- in, the other for that of a ſecretary, and 
the third to perſonate an alguazil. 

Oh, my dear Ambroſe ! interrupted Don Ra- 
phael, in a tranſport of joy, what a glorious i- 


dea preſents itſelf! What a beautiful plan! 1 


am jealous of the invention. I would give up 
the greateſt maſterpieces of my life, to - have 
been. the author of ſuch a happy ſcheme! Yes, 
Lamela, added he, I conceive, my friend, the 
whole richneſs of thy deſign, You need not be 
uneaſy about the execution of it, You will want 
two good actors to fecond you, and here they 


are. Thou haſt'a hypocritical face of thy own, and 


wilt play the inquititor to a miracle. I will repre- 
ſent the ſecretary, and Signior Gil Blas ſhall, if 
he pleaſe, repreſent the alguazil. The parts you 
ſce are given out already; to-morrow: we will 2& 
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the farce; and I will anſwer for the ſucceſs of 
it, unleſs there interferes ſome of thoſe croſs- 
bites, which ſometimes confound the beſt con- 
certed deſigns, | 

I had as yet but a very confufed idea of the 


project which Don Raphael praiſed ſo much; 


but at ſupper they explained it more fully to me, 
and then I began to like it myſelf. After hav- 
ing diſpatched part of our meat, and given a 
warm reception to the leathern bottle, we ſtretch- 


ed ourſelves out upon the graſs, and were not 


long in falling aſleep. Up, up! cried Signior 
Ambroſe, at break of day: People that 


have great undertakings to execute, ought 


not to be ſo lazy, How alert you are, Mr. In- 


qujiſitor! cries Don Raphael gaping. This 


bodes no good to Mr. Simon, I grant it, re- 
plied Lamela. Nay, which is more, added he 


laughing, I dreamed in the night that I was 


twitching hairs out of his beard. Is not that a 
villainous dream for him, Mr. Secretary? Theſe 


pleaſantries were followed by a thouſand more, 


which put us into a very good humour. We 
made a hearty breakfaſt, and then fell to prepa- 


ring ourſelves to act our parts, Ambroſe put 


* 
27 


N 


on the long gown and cloak, fo that he looked 
exactly like a commilfary of the holy office. Don 
Raphael and myſelf too dreſſed ourſelves ſo ag 
greatly to reſemble a ſecretary and an alguazil. 
We ſpent a good deal of time in diſguiſing our- 
ſelves, and it was paſt two o'clock in the after- 
noon when we got out of the wood in our way 
to Nelva, It is true, there needed no great haſte, 

4 ; Ed | for 
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for we were not to begin the play till towards 

night; therefore we travelled at a very flow Pace, 5 
and ſtopt at the gates of the town to wait for 
twilight. ” Px: 

When that was come, we left our horses 
there under the guard of Don Alphonſo, who 
was glad he had no other part to perform. Don 
Raphael, Ambroſe, and myſelf, went not direCt- 
ly to Samuel Simon's, but to a tavern hard by his 
houſe. Mr. Inquiſitor marched firſt. He en- 
ters, and ſays gravely to the landlord : Maſter, I 
would talk with you a little in private. The 
publican took us into a parlour, where Lamela 
ſeeing him alone with us, ſaid to him: I am a 
commiſſary of the holy office, and am come hi- 
ther upon an affair of great importance. At- 
theſe words, the man of the houſe turned pale, 
and anſwered with a trembling voice, that he 
did not know he had given the holy inquiſition 
any cauſe of complaint againit him. Neither 
does it mean to give you its trouble, replied Am- 
broſe in a gentle voice. God forbid it ſhould 
not make a diſtinction between guilt and inno- 
cence It is ſevere, but never unjuſt,” In a 
word, nobody: feels its chaſtiſements but thoſe 
who have deſerved them It is not upon your 
account that I am come to Xelva, It is upon 
that of a certain ttadeſman called Samuel Simon. 
We have received a very ill report of him. Ihey 
ſay he is flill a Jew, and bas embraced Chriſti- 
anity only for ſecular ends, I charge you on 
the part of the holy office to rell me what you 
know of that man. Beware of excuſing him, as 


being. 
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being his neighbour, and perhaps his friend; 
for, let me tell you, if I ſee the leaſt eee 
on in your evidence, you yourſelf are a loſt man. 
Come, Secretary, continued he, turning to Don 
Raphael, do your duty. 

Mr. Secretary upon this pulls out his ile 
horn, opens his paper, fits down to a table, and 
Prepares with the graveſt face in the world go 
write down the depoſition of the landlord, who 
1 on his part proteſ?-d that he would tell nothing 
1 but the truth. Well then, ſays the inquiſitor to 
i him, let us begin. All you are to do is to an- 

ſwer the queſtions I ſhall put to you. Does 
Samuel Simon go to church? Truly I never 
minded, ſays the tavern- man. I do not remem- | 
ber I ever ſaw him at church, Good, cried the #þ 
| Inquilitor. Write down, that he 1s never ſeen | 
at church, I do not ſay that, Mr. Commiſſary, 
cried the hoſt, I only fay that I myſelf never ſaw 
| him there. He may be in a church where I 
; am, and I not ſee him. Friend, replied Lame- | 
, Ja, you forget that you muſt not, in your exami- 
nation, excuſe damuel Simon, I have told you 

the conſequence of io doing. You are only to 
tell thoſe things which make againſt him, and | 
| not a word in his favour. If that be the caſe, 
; Signior Licentiate, anſwered the hoſt, you will 
| not learn much by my depoſition. Iam not ac- 
quainted with the man; I know neither good 
nor ill of him; but if you would be informed 
how he lives in his own family, I will call you 
his man Gaſpard, and you may interrogate him. 
wa often cumes here to make merry with his 
| friends. 
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friends. An eternal talker! He will tell you 


bis maſter's whole life. I will warrant him that 


he finds employment enough for your ſecreta- 
Ty. | 


I. like your freedom, ſays Ambroſe, and you 


ſhew your zeal for the holy office, by telling me 


of one who is acquainted with the manners of 
Samuel Simon, I wilkreport you to the inqui- 
ſition. Make haſte then, continued he, and 
bring hither this 2% you tell us of : but do 
things with diſcretion ; do not let his maſter * 
know a tittle of what has paſſcd. The tavern» 
man acquitted himſelf of his commiſhon with a 
great deal of ſecrecy and diligence. He brought 
the fervant along with him. It was juſt ſuch a 
talkaiive young fellow as we wanted, You are 
welcome my lad, ſays. Lamela'to him. You be- 
hold in me an inquifitor commithoned by the 
holy office to take informations againſt Samuel 
Simon, who is accuſ:d of Judaiſm. You live 
with him, and of courſe are witneſs to moſt of 
his actions. I do not think it is neceffary to in- 
form you of the obligation you are under to de- 
clare all you know of him, when I command 
you to do it on the part of the holy inquiſition. 
Signior Licentiate, replied the young fellow, I 
ſhould be ready to fatisfy you upon this head, e- 
ven though you did not command me to do it 
on the part of the holy office, If my mal- 
ter were to give me a character, I am perſuaded 
he would not ſpare me; no more will I him. 
In the firſt place, theretore, know, that he is 
ſuch a ſurly old cuff, there is no knowing where 


to 
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to have bim; that he affes the appearance of a 
faint, though at the bottom he is not poſſefſed 
of one bit of virtue. He goes every night to a 
gipſey that I am very glad to hear this in- 
terrupted Ambroſe, I ind by what you ſay that he 
is a man of bad morals. But anſwer preciſely 
to the queſtions I ſhail put to you It is prin» 
cipally religion that I am to diſcover his opini- 
ons in Tell me, do you eat any pork at your 
houſe ? I do not think, replied Gaſpard, we 
have had it above twice during the whole year 
J bave been in his houſe. Very well, ſaid Mr. 
-. Inquiſitor, write down, Regiſter, that they ne- 
ver eat a bit of pork in Samuel Simon's family, 
But then, continued be, no doubt you have lamb 
ſometimes ? Yes ſometimes, replied the young 
fellow ; for example, we had a whole one laſt 
Eaſter. A lucky epocha! cried the Commiſſary; 
write down, Regiſter, that Simon obſerves the 
paſſover. So far good. This intelligence will 
come to ſomething. I lee, e 

You mult alfo inform me, friend, continued 
Lamela, it you'ever ſaw your maſter careſs and 
fondle young children? Very often, replied 
Gaſpard. Wheneve he ſees a little boy paſhng 
by the ſhop, if he is but indifferently pretty, he 
immediately ſtops him. Write down, Regiſter, 
interrupted the inquiſitor, that Samuel Simon is 
violently ſuſpecten of decoying the children of 
. Chriſtians into his houſe, in order to murder 
them. A brave proſclyte this! The holy office, 
Mr. Simon, take my word for it, ſhall have to do 
with you, Do not imagine that it will ſuffer 
you 
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you to perform your bloody ſacrifices with im- 
punity. Go on zealous Gaſpard, ſays he to the 
ſervant, and declare all: give us to underſtand, 
that this falſe Catholic is more ſtrict than ever in 
obſerving the cuſtoms and ceremonies of the 
Jews. Is not he one day of the week in a per- 
fect inaction? No, anſwered Gaſpard, I cannot 
ſay that: I only know that there are days on 
which he locks himſelf up in his cloſet where he 
ſtays a conſiderable time, There is the thing, cried. 
the Commiſfary : he keeps the Sabbath, or I am 
no Inquiſitor. Mark, Regiſter, mark that he is 
a rigid obſerver of the faſt of the Sabbath. A- 
bominable wretch! I have but one queſtion 
more. Does he not often talk of Jeruſalem? 
Very often, replied the young fellow. He tells us. 
the hiſtory of the Jews, and how the temple of Je- 
ruſalem was deſtroyed. Right, right, replied 
Ambroſe, Mr. Secretary, be ſure you do not 
forget this particular; write in capital letters, 
that Samuel Simon thinks of nothing but the re- 
ſtoration of the temple, and that he meditates 
day and niht how to re-eſtabliſh the nation of 
the Jews. I will hear no more; it is needle(s to 
alk any other queſtions. The depoſition of the 
veracious Gaſpard is enough to burn a whole ſy- 
nagogue. 

When Mr. Commiſſary of the holy office had 
interrogated Simon's apprentice in this manner, 
he told him, that he might be gone, but charged 
him not to ſay a word to his maſter of what had 
happened. Gaſpard promiſed to obey, and took 
his leave, We were not long after him. We 
| marched 
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marched out of the tavern with the ſame gravity 
as we entered, and went and knocked at the door 


of Samuel Simon. He himſelf opened it to us, 


and was greatly amazed to behold three ſuch fi- 
gures as we made; but he was much more ſo, 
when Lamela, who was the ſpokeſman, ſaid to 
him in an imperious tone: Mr. Samuel, I 
command you, on the part of the holy inquiſition, 
whoſe commiſſary I have the honour to be, to 
give me this moment the key of your cloſet. I 
wang to ſee if I cannot find there ſomething 
that may juſtify the informations which have 
been preſented to us againſt you. 
Samuel Simon, confounded at theſe words, 
ſtarted two ſteps backwards, as if ſomebody 


had given him a blow on the ſtomach. Far 


from ſuſpecting any trick in us, he really imagi- 


ned that ſome ſecret enemy had informed againſt. 
him to the holy office, and perhaps knowing 
himſelf to be no very good Catholic, he had rea- 


ſon to be afraid of ſuch an information. Be that 
as it will, I never ſaw a man ſo diſconcerted, He 
obeyed without the leaſt reſiſtance, end with all 


the reſpect it is poſſible for one to have who 
dreads the inquiſition, he opened us his cloſet. 
However, ſays Ambroſe going in, I am glad to 
find that you receive the commands of the holy 


office without contumacy-: but, added he, retire 


into another room, and leave me to perform my 


function. Samuel oppoſed this order no more 
than he did the firſt. He retired to his ſhop, 


and we all three went into his cloſet, where, 
without loſing our time, we fell to ranſacking of 


his. 
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his caſh, We were not long in finding it. It 
was in an open coffer, where there was a great 
deal more than we could carry off. It conſiſted 
of an immenſe number of bags heaped one upon 
another; but all in filver. We ſhould have lik- 
ed it better if it had been gold; but things being as 
they were, we were forced to be ſatisfied with. 
what we could get. | 
We ſtuffed our pockets with ducats. We 
crammed them into our breeches and every 
where elſe, where we thought they would be pri- 
vate enough. In ſhort, we were heavy laden, 
though our cargo was unſeen ; which was done 
by the art of Ambroſe and Don Raphael, who 
thereby convinced me that there is nothing like 
being a proficient in one's trade. 

We left the cloſet, after having“ made ſo rare a 
hand on it ; and then, for reaſons which the reader 
will very eaſily gueſs, Mr. Inquiſitor drew out 
his padlock, and fixed it himſelf upon the door. 
Afterwards putting the ſea] upon it, he ſaid to 
dimon: Maſter Samuel, I command you, on the 
Part of the holy inquiſition, not to dare to touch 
this padlock, nor the ſeal that is upon it, which you 
ought to reſpect, ſince it is the real ſeal of the 
holy office, I ſhall be here again to morrow at 
the ſame hour, to take it off, and bring you fur- 
ther orders. Then he ordered the door to be o- 
pened, and out we marched, greatly delighted 

with our good ſucceſs, When we were near fifty 
ſteps from the houſe, we began to get on with 

fo much ſpeed and nimbleneſs, that we ſcarce 
touched the ground, notwithſtanding the load 
that - 


_ 
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that was about us. It was not long before we 
were quite out of the town, and mounting our 
horſes, rode as faſt as poſlible to Segorba, offer 


ing our fincereſt thanks to the god Mercury for 


the glorious ſucceſs we had had in ſo droll an 
expedition, | 


CHAT. I. 


What Reſolution Don Alphonſo and Gil Blas form- 
ed ter this Adventure. 


LL that night we never halted, according 
| to our laudable cuſtom, and at day-break 
found ourſelves near a little village about two 
leagues from Segorba, Being all very much ti- 
red, we gladly quitted the common road, to go 
to ſome willows which we ſpied at the fodt of a 
hill ten or twelve hundred: paces off the village, 
in which we did not think proper to ſtop. We 
found that theſe willows gave an agreeable ſhade, 
and that they were watered by a purling ſtream, 
We liked the place, and reſol ved to paſs the day 
there. We aliphted therefore. We unbridled 
out horſes, that they might feed, and we lay 
down upon the graſs, where we reſted ourſelves 
a little. And then we quite emptied our bud - 
get and our bottle. Having made a hearty 
breakfaſt, we fell to telling over all the money 
we had taken from Samuel Simon. It amount» 
ed to three thouſand ducats. 80 that with this 
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fum, and that which we had before, we might 
boaſt of having a very good ſtock. 

As we were obliged to think of getting more 
proviſions, Ambroſe and Don Raphael, after ha- 


ving laid afide their habits of Inquiſitor and Se- 


cretary, ſaid they would take that care upon 
themſelves; that the adventure of Xelva had on- 
ly given them a greater reliſh for more, and that 
they longed to go to Segorba, to ſee whether a- 


ny occalionſpould offer of making another prize, 


As for you, adds the fon of Lucinda, you may 
wait for us under theſe willows. We {ball ſoon 
be with you again. Signior Don Raphael, cri- 
ed I laughing, if once you get out of our 6ght, 


we may ſlay long enongh if we ſtay till you come 


to us again. We are affronted by your ſuſpici- 
on, replied Signior Ambroſe ; but we deſerve it 


from you. You are excuſable in diſtruſting us, 


aſter what we did to you at Valladolid; and it 
is therefore no wonder you ſhould imagine we 
will make no more ſcruple of leaving you than 
the comrades whom we gave the ſlip to in that 
city, But, however, your are deceived. The 
gang which we quitted there, conſiſted of per- 
ſons of very bad characters, and their ſociety be- 


gan to grow inſupportable to us. All the world 


mult do this juſtice to men of our profeſſion, 
that there are very few ſocieties in civil life ſel- 


domer divided by intereſt than we are: but 


when there is no conformity of inclinations a- 
mong us, our good underſtanding may be bro- 


ken, like that of the reſt of mankind. Therefore, 


Signior Gil Blas, continued Lamela, I beg you 


.. 
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and Signior Don Alphonſo to have a little more 


confidence in us; and let not the defire of Don 
Raphael and me to go to Segorba make you in 
the leaſt uneaſy. 

But we may quickly remove the very cauſe of 
their uneaſineſs, ſays Don Raphael; let them 


have the money in their own hands, Then will | 


they have a very good ſecurity for our returning. 
You ſee, Signior Gil Blas, added he, that we 
come to the point at once. By this means you 
will be ſafe; as for Ambrofe and myſelf, I will 
aſſure you we ſhall be in no apprehenſion of your 


giving us the ſlip. Will not you truſt us after 


ſuch a mark as this of our fidelity? Yes, yes, 


gentlemen, replied I, you may now go where 


you think proper, They went their ways that 


moment, taking with them the leathern bottle and 


the budget, and left me under the willows with 
Don Alphonſo, who faid to me after their de- 
parture ; Signior Gil Blas, I muſt diſcloſe my 
ſentiments to you. I upbraid myſelf for having 
had ſo much complaiſance as to come thus far 
with theſe two rogues. You cannot imagine 
how often I have repented it already, Yeſter= 
night, while I watched the horſes, I made a 
thouſand mortifying reflections; I conſidered 
that it ul became a young man, who has princi— 


ples of honour, to live with ſuch vicious fellows 


as Don Kaphael and Lamela; that if, which may 


very eaſily happen, the ſucceſs of a cheat ſhould 


unluckily prove to be ſuch as to bring us into the 
hands of jullice, I ſhall then have the ſhame to 
be puniſhed with them as a thief, Theſe ima- 
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ges occur inceſſantly to my mind, and I muſt 
needs own to you that I have taken a refolution 
to part with them, that I may no longer be an 
accomplice in their roguith tricks. I dare ſay, 
continues he, you do not diſapprove of my de- 
Gon. Far from it, replied 1: though I acted 
the part of an alguazil in the farce of Samuel Si- 
mon, yet I would not have you imagine that theſe 
ſort of pieces are to my taſte, I call heaven to 
witneſs, that while I was playing this honoura- 
ble part, I faid to myſelf, faith, Mr. Gil Blas, 
if a true alguazil ſhould come now and take you 


by the collar, you would richly deſerve the re- 


ward you would be apt to meet with. Signior 
Don Alphonſo, I have no more inclination than 
you to ſtay in this honeſt company: if you pleaſe, 
i will accompany you. When thole gentlemen 
return, we will demand our ſhare of the ſtock 
and to-morrow morning, or this very night, we 
will bid them adieu. | 

The lover of the amiadle Seraphina agreed to 
my propoſal. Let us go to Valencia, ſays he, 


and embark for Italy, where we may enter our- 


ſelves into the ſervice of the republic of Venice, 


Is it not better to bear arms, than to lead this 


baſe guilty life? We fhall be in a condition to 
appear very genteelly with the money we have, 
Not that I make uſe of ſuch ill-gotten wealth, 
adds he, without a good deal of remorſe ; but 
beſides that I am forced by neceility to do it, if 
ever 1 have the leaſt good fortune in the wars, I 


{wear I will repay Samuel Simon the. money we 


have wronged him of, I affured Don Alphonſo 
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that my ſeutiments agreed exactly with his, and 


240 


we reſolved to leave our comrades the very next 


morning at day- break. We were not in the 


leaſt tempted to take advantage of their abſence, 


I mean to go off with the money : the confidence 
they had repoſed in us in leaving us maſters of it, 
did not ſuffer us to have the leaſt inclination for 
doing it, 


Towards the evening, Ambroſe and Don Ra- 


phbael came back from Segorba. The firſt thing 
they told us was, that their journey had been 
very ſucceſsful; that they had laid the founda- 


tions of a trick, which would apparently be 
more profitable to us than the former. Then 
the ſon of Lucinda was going to give us a full 
account of it; but Don Alphonſo interrupted 
him, and informed them of the reſolution he had 
taken to leave them. I, on my fide, let them 
know that I had embiaced the ſame deſign. 
They did all in their power to diſſuade us 


from going, but to no purpoſe ; for, after ha- 


ving the day following, divided our ſtock, we 
took our leaves of them, and bent our courſe to- 


wards Valencia. 


CHAP. 
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After what diſagrecable Accident Don Alphonſo 
obtained to the Summit of his Deſires ; and by 
what Adventure Gil Blas fell into very happy 
Circumſtances. | 


AVING puſhed on at a briſk rate, we 
f were not long in arriving at Bunol, 
where we were obliged to ſtop - Don Alphonſo 
unfortunately fell ill of a high fever, with ſuch 
violent paroxylms, that I began to fear his life, 
But by good luck there was no phyſicians in the 
place, and fo I eſcaped with only a little fear, 
He was out of danger at the end of three days, 
and my care preſently ſet him upon his legs a- 
gain, He was extremely ſenſible of all that I 
had done for him, and as we had a reciprocal 
kindneſs for each other, we ſwore an eternal 
friendſhip between us. 
We renewed our journey, fully determined, 
when we arrived at Valencia, to ſeize the firſt 
opportunity that offered for pailing into Italy. 
But heaven diſpoſed of us otherwiſe. Seeing at 
the gates of a fine calle ſeveral peaſants of both 
ſexes dancing in a ring, and making merry, we 
drew near to them, in order to be ſpeCtators of 
their ſports; But Don Alphonſo little expected 
the ſurpriſe with which he was ſuddenly ſtruck. 
He perceived the Baron de Steinbach, who re- 
collecting him, ran to him with open arms, and 
ſaid to him ia a tranſport of joy: Ab, Don Al- 5 
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phonſo, is it you ! what a happy rencounter is 
this! While you. are fearched for over the whole 
kingdom, chance preſents you to my view, where 
you were leaſt expected. 

My companion immediately alighting from 
his horſe, ran to embrace the Baron, whoſe joy 


ſeemed immoderate. Come, my ſon, ſaid the 


worthy gentleman to him, you ſhall now be made 
acquainted with the author of your being, and 
enjoy a happy deſtiny. Having ſaid this, he led 
him into the caſtle. I alſo went in with them; 
for while they were embracing, I alighted from 
my horſe, and tied him to a tree, together with 
that of Don Alphonſo, The maſter of the caſ- 


tle was the firſt perſon who met us. He was a- 


bout fiſty years old, and of a grave aſpect; my 


Lord, ſaid the Baron de Steinbach, preſenting 
Pon Alphonſo to him, you ſee your ſon. Ups» 
on which, Don Cæſar de Leyva, which was the 
name of the maſter of the caſtle, embraced Don 
Alphonſo, and ſhedding tears of joy, my dear 


fon, ſaid he, bebold in me your real father. ItI 


have left you ignorant of your quality tins long, 
believe that I did myſelf in it the moſt cruel vio- 


lence. Numberleſs are the times that I have 


ſighed for grief at my being forced to do ſo; but 
it was not in my power to avoid it. I married 


your mother for Jove; ſhe was of a birth very 
much inferior to mine. I lived under the au- 
thority of a harth father, which was the occaſion 


of my keeping ſecret a marriage contracted with- 


out his conſent, The Baron de Steinbach was 
the only perſon I truſted with this ſecret, and be 
brought 


r 3-5 > 


brought you up at my.defire, But my father is 
now no more, and I may freely acknowledge you 
to be my lawful heir. This is not all, conti- 


nued he: I intend to marry you with a young 
lady, as exalted in ſtation as I myſelf am. My 


Lord, interrupted Don Alphonſo, do not make 


me pay too dear for the happineſs of which you - 


tell me. Can I not be informed of the honour 
of being your fon, without hearing at the ſame 
time, that you intend to make me miſerable ? 

Ah, my Lord, be not more cruel than your own 


father? if he did not approve your love, at leaſt 


he was not ſo ſevere as to force you to marry 
contrary to your inclination, My ſon, replied 
Don Cæſar, I do not intend to tyrannize over 
your deſires, But be ſo complaiſant as to ſee the 
lady I defign for you. This is all I require from 
your obedience. Though ſhe is a lovely crea» 
ture, and wouid be an advantageous match, yet 
I give you my promiſe not to conltrain you to 
marry her, She is-now in the caſtle. Follow 
me. You yourſelf ſhall own that nothing can 
be more amiable. So ſaying, he conducted Don 
Alphonſo into a room, into which I allo went 
with the Baron de Steinbach. | 
The Count de Polan, with his two daughters, 
Seraphina and Julia, and his ſon-in-law, Don 
Fernando de Leyva, who was nephew to Don 
Czar, were here fitting, as were alſo ſeveral o- 
ther g-ntlemen and ladies Julia, as has been 
before obſerved, had been run off with by Don 
Fernando, and it was on account of their nup- 
tials that the neighbouring country people were 
aſſembled 
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aſſembled to make merry. No ſooner did Don 
Alphonſo enter the room, and his father had pre- 
ſented bim to the company, than the Count 
de Polan aroſe, and embracing him, ſaid, wel- 
come, my deliverer! Don Alphonſo, continued 
he, behold the power that virtue has over gene- 


_ rous ſouls: if you were the cauſe of my ſon's 
death, you alſo ſaved the lives of my daughter and 
me. I ſacrifice my reſentment, and give you 
Setaphina. Thus I acquit myſelf of my obliga- 
tion. The ſon of Don Cæſar immediately teſti- 
fied to the Count de Polan how ſenſible he was 


of his generoſity and goodneſs of heart; and it 
is hard to ſay whether he was more rejoiced at 
the difcovery of his birth, or at being offered 
Seraphina for his wife. In ſhort, they were 


married a few days afterwards, to the infinite 
| ſatisfaQtion of the friends of both parties. 


The Count de Polan, knowing me to be one 
of his deliverers, told me, that I might depend 


upon his making my fortune; but I returned 


him many thanks for his generous offer, and would 
not leave Don Alphonſo, who made me his ſtew- 
ard, and honoured me with his confidence, Not 
long after his marriage, he ſent me to Nelva, 
to repay Samuel Simon the money we had trick» 
ed him of, as he could pot bear the thoughts of 


having 3 guilty of ſo knaviſh an action. Thus 


I began the office of ſteward where it ought to 
have ended. | 


The End of the SECOND vol v ME. 


a 
* 


